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N o n - t e c h n i c a l S u m m a r y 

A n archaeological e v a l u a t i o n was c a r r i e d o u t at 12 West Street, l s l e h a m , 
and consisted o f s i x trenches and t e n test s t a t i o n s located w i t h i n a t o t a l 
area o f 0.75 ha. A series o f l i n e a r features were i d e n t i f i e d and f o u n d t o 
c o n t a i n 1 3 t h and 1 4 t h c e n t u r y p o t t e r y . The earliest o f these was a w i d e 
b o u n d a r y d i t c h which r a n n o r t h - s o u t h across t h e s i t e and o n a n a l i g n m e n t 
r e m a r k a b l y s i m i l a r t o t h e medieval e a r t h w o r k features associated w i t h t h e 
scheduled B e n e d i c t i n e P r i o r y 7 0 m t o t h e east. A s w e l l as i t s o r i e n t a t i o n , i t s 
i n f i l l date o f t h e m i d d l e 1 3 t h c e n t u r y , c o i n c i d i n g w i t h t h e recorded 
a b a n d o n m e n t o f t h e p r i o r y f o r L i n t o n and i t s subsequent c o n v e r s i o n t o a 
m a n o r , suggests t h e d i t c h represents t h e w e s t e r n m o s t b o u n d a r y o f t h e 
o r i g i n a l p r i o r y p r e c i n c t . O t h e r b o u n d a r i e s were recorded i n c l u d i n g a d i t c h 
d e m a r c a t i n g l a n d p l o t s off West Street. T h i s d i v i d e d a n area occupied by 
t h e robbed f o u n d a t i o n trenches o f a b u i l d i n g t o t h e east, and a g a r d e n w a l l 
and associated h o r t i c u l t u r a l features t o t h e west. 

T o w a r d s t h e fen edge, t h e n o r t h e r n m o s t end o f t h e s i t e , deposits o f u p t o 
l m i n d e p t h were f o u n d c o n s i s t i n g o f a probable p r e h i s t o r i c b u r i e d soil 
h o r i z o n o v e r l a i n by medieval and m o d e r n p l o u g h s o i l s . Features were also 
seen i n t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e test s t a t i o n s , a l t h o u g h t h e i r p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e 
o f s a m p l i n g b a c k g r o u n d a r t e f a c t densities was d i m i n i s h e d by a n absence o f 
e a r l y deposits other t h a n c u t features caused by t r u n c a t i o n across m u c h o f 
t h e s i t e . A n e a r l i e r v e r s i o n o f t h e c u r r e n t n o r t h and eastern b o u n d a r y 
w a l l s o f t h e s i t e was recognised i n t h e f o r m o f a robber t r e n c h w h i c h 
c o n t a i n e d m a t e r i a l s b e l o n g i n g t o t h e l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n 

B a c k g r o i m d t o t h e P r o j e c t 

T h i s report represents the results of f i e l d w o r k c a r r i e d out as part of an 
archaeologica l e v a l u a t i o n at 12 West Street, I s leham ( N G R T L 6400 7405) 
o n behalf of H u t c h i n s o n s , i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the brief set by the C o u n t y 
A r c h a e o l o g y Off ice (Kaner 1997). P r i o r to this , a desktop assessment w a s 
p r e p a r e d o u t l i n i n g the potent ia l for archaeologica l remains ( K n i g h t 1998); 
r e p r o d u c e d i n part b e l o w . T h i s h i g h l i g h t e d the c o m p a r a t i v e i n v i s i b i l i t y of 
archaeologica l traces w i t h i n the v i l l a g e centre itself against the extens ive 
e v i d e n c e for p r e h i s t o r i c a n d R o m a n a c t i v i t y r e c o r d e d a r o u n d its 
i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y . It also u n d e r l i n e d the i m p o r t a n c e of the p r o x i m i t y of 
the m e d i e v a l P r i o r v site to the area u n d e r inves t iga t ion . 

S u m m a r y of A r c h a e o l o g i c a l R e m a i n s within the I s l e h a m A r e a 

P r e h i s t o r i c 

E x c a v a t i o n a l o n g the s tretches of the I s l e h a m - E l v W a t e r P i p e l i n e 
i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h a n d west of the v i l l a g e revealed a N e o l i t h i c - B r o n z e 
A g e o c c u p a t i o n site as w e l l as I ron A g e storage pi ts i n d i c a t i n g sett lement 
i n an area that p r e v i o u s l y lacked evidence f r o m this p e r i o d (Gdaniec et al. 
1997). It also p r o v i d e d further ev idence of the w e a l t h of artefact scatters -
p r e d o m i n a n t l y of l i th ics - a r o u n d the I s leham p e n i n s u l a ( i b i d ; see also 
H a l l 1996). F i e l d w a l k e r s , m e t a l detectorists a n d f a r m w o r k e r s h a v e a l l 
c o n t r i b u t e d to the d i s t r i b u t i o n of sites as the m a n y S M R entries for the 
western fr inges of the v i l l a g e testifv. A s yet, h o w e v e r , other than the t w o 
M e s o l i t h i c axes f o u n d 400m f r o m the West street site ( S M R 07622), the 
centre of I s leham has fa i led to p r o d u c e s i m i l a r quant i t ies of p r e h i s t o r i c 
artefacts, a l t h o u g h this is u n d o u b t e d l y i n part a p r o d u c t of v i s i b i l i t y and 
not a true ref lect ion of their d i s t r i b u t i o n . C o m p l e m e n t i n g the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of preh i s tor i c a rchaeo logy , aer ia l p h o t o g r a p h y has p r o d u c e d c r o p m a r k s 
a n d e a r t h w o r k s sites t h r o u g h o u t the h i n t e r l a n d i n c l u d i n g t w o b a r r o w s 
s i tuated v e r y near to the wes tern edge of the v i l l a g e (see G d a n i e c et al. 
1997). B e y o n d the m o r e i m m e d i a t e l o c a l e , I s l e h a m ' s n e i g h b o u r i n g 
v i l lages , S o h a m , F o r d h a m a n d M i l d e n h a l l are a l l n a t i o n a l l y r e n o w n e d for 
their f l int scatters and l ike Is leham, this appears to have m u c h to d o w i t h 
their shared a n d f a v o u r e d fen-edge locat ion. 

R o m a n and P o s t - R o m a n 

The R o m a n p e r i o d is represented west of the v i l l a g e by the T e m p l e site 
( S M R 05704; so n a m e d because of Isleham's K n i g h t s T e m p l a r associat ions; 
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see be low) a n d the v i l l a site opposi te . The T e m p l e Site p r o d u c e d quant i t ies 
of hypercaust a n d box tile as w e l l as pa in ted plaster ( H a l l 1996), and q u e r n 
stones of the same p e r i o d are also f requent ly f o u n d i n the I s leham area 
(Lei th a n d R e y n o l d s 1993). P o s t - R o m a n a n d pre-conquest Is leham, k n o w n 
as Y s e l h a m , is r e c o r d e d i n the D o m e s d a y B o o k , A D 895, as part of the 
S o h a m r o y a l estate a n d w a s earl ier presented to B i s h o p B u r i c of Rochester 
i n 885 b y K i n g A l f r e d o n l y later to be taken b y the Danes in L»S4. T o d a y s 
p a r i s h c h u r c h St A n d r e w ' s (c. 14th century) is thought to stand on the site 
of a w o o d e n precursor b e l o n g i n g to this p e r i o d . 

M e d i e v a l 

The 12 West Street site lies 70m west of the s c h e d u l e d Benedic t ine P r i o r y 
c h u r c h of St M a r g a r e t ( S A M 28), a n d s o u t h - w e s t of its a s s o c i a t e d 
e a r t h w o r k s of a h o l l o w w a y , f i s h p o n d s a n d f i e ld b o u n d a r i e s ( S A M 61). 
Fur ther e a r t h w o r k s of s i m i l a r type exist west of L i t t le L o n d o n Lane at H a l l 
F a r m a n d are suggested to have f o r m a l l y e x t e n d e d a l o n g the s o u t h e r n 
s ides of C h u r c h Street a n d West Street ( H a l l 1996: f i g 42). F o u n d e d b y 
C o u n t A l a n of Br i t tany i n c. 1090 w i t h m o n k s f r o m the A b b e y of St Jacut in 
Br i t tany the P r i o r y ' s f o u n d a t i o n w a s c o n f i r m e d i n 1163 b v P o p e A l e x a n d e r 
III ( H a i g h 1988). It seems its establ ishment w a s short l i v e d as by the m i d d l e 
of the 13th century its inhabi tants m o v e d to L i n t o n P r i o r y w i t h Is leham 
retained as a m a n o r ( ibid) . L i t t le is k n o w n of any associated b u i l d i n g s a n d 
H a i g h p o s t u l a t e s those that w e r e b u i l t w e r e p r o b a b l v of t i m b e r 
cons t ruc t ion . In 1414 the l a n d w a s se ized as an a l ien o r d e r and g i v e n to 
P e m b r o k e H a l l w h e r e it r e m a i n e d , seeing the f ine R o m a n e s q u e c h u r c h 
converted into a b a r n ( ibid) . 

N o r t h of L i t t l e L o n d o n L a n e w a s located a former q u a y (one of at least 
three s i tuated a l o n g the n o r t h s ide of Isleham) served by a canal that ran 
a l o n g s i d e the present route of W a t e r s i d e . The v i l l a g e centre s t i l l bears 
ev idence of l imestone a n d c l u n c h q u a r r y i n g a n d a g r o u p of 19th c e n t u r y 
l i m e k i l n s ( S A M 83) s t i l l s u r v i v e 200m south-east of the West Street site. 
T h e Inc losure m a p of 1854 ( w h i c h o n l y covers the s o u t h e r n hal f of 
Isleham) also depicts a q u a r r y at the corner of C h u r c h Street and P o u n d 
L a n e , east of the P r i o r y site. J o h n B u l l e r ' s P l a n of I s leham (1787-1790) 
s h o w s 12 West Street pret ty m u c h as it is n o w , o n l y the p a t h w a y that 
f o r m s the n o r t h e r n a n d eastern b o u n d a r i e s is s h o w n as a c o n t i n u o u s 
curve a n d an in ternal b o u n d a r y is depic ted r u n n i n g n o r t h - s o u t h d i v i d i n g 
the site r o u g h l y i n t w o . The b o u n d a r y appears again o n both the Inclosure 
(1854) a n d Ti the (1848) m a p s a n d can be seen o n the 1st and 2nd e d i t i o n 
O.S m a p s of 1887 a n d 1908 respec t ive ly , b y this t ime d i v i d i n g o n l y the 
l o w e r part of the site before t u r n i n g eas twards , e f fec t ive ly e n c l o s i n g the 
south-eastern corner of the site. 
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Geology and T o p o g r a p h y 

I s leham is located o n the south-eastern fen-edge at the c o u n t y b o u n d a r y 
w i t h Suf fo lk , near the foot of the chalk r i d g e that runs a l o n g the south of 
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e before p r o g r e s s i n g n o r t h w a r d s into N o r f o l k . F l a n k e d o n 
the east b y the R i v e r L a r k a n d the west b y the R i v e r S n a i l , Is leham's 
u n d e r l y i n g g e o l o g y consists of l o w e r c h a l k c h a n g i n g to Terrace sand 
i m m e d i a t e l y n o r t h of the v i l l a g e a r o u n d K n a v e ' s A c r e D r o v e ( w h i c h also 
m a r k s the fen-edge) . The h ighes t g r o u n d is to the s o u t h , u p to I S m , 
d r o p p i n g to a r o u n d 7m at the v i l lage centre (source: H a l l 1996). 

The area of i n v e s t i g a t i o n lies b e h i n d the corner of West Street a n d L i t t l e 
L o n d o n L a n e i n the centre of I s leham a n d is f ronted to the south b y the 
house a n d associated b u i l d i n g s of 12 West Street a n d to the west by a r o w 
of b u n g a l o w s a n d gardens b e l o n g i n g to L i t t le L o n d o n Lane . The n o r t h e r n 
and eastern b o u n d a r y is m a r k e d b y a p a t h w a y that cuts across the backs of 
these propert ies a n d is s h o w n o n m a p s as ear ly as 1780. Part of the site is 
current ly p o p u l a t e d b y r o w s of f rui t trees w i t h the rest c o m p r i s e d m a i n l y 
of p l o u g h e d s o i l left to grass a n d occas iona l i so lated trees. The v i s i b l e 
e a r t h w o r k s appear to be related to the recent market g a r d e n phase of the 
proper ty . 

A i m s and M e t h o d s 

The p u r p o s e of the f i e ld e v a l u a t i o n w a s to assess the nature and extent of 
any archaeology o n the site. T o this e n d , a c o m b i n a t i o n 6 l inear trenches 
(up to 40m i n length) a n d ten test pits (1.5 x 1.5m) were e m p l o y e d . In total 
c. 3% of the avai lable area (0.75ha) o n site was invest igated. 

E x c a v a t e d features w e r e either hal f -sect ioned i n the case of discrete pi ts 
f> a n d postholes or sect ioned i n l m slots for l inear di tches . Each trench w a s 

based p l a n n e d at 1:50 w i t h sections d r a w n at 1:10. I n d i v i d u a l contexts w e r e 
n u m b e r e d a n d g r o u p s of in terre la ted contexts (e.g. cut a n d f i l l ) w e r e 
a s s i g n e d feature n u m b e r s . The u n i t - m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n of the M o L A S 
system was used for a l l recording . 

Fieldwork Results 

F i e l d w o r k w a s c a r r i e d out b e t w e e n 15th a n d 21st of J a n u a r y 1997; the 
results are set out b e l o w i n trench and test s tat ion order . Test Stat ion XII 
w a s e x t e n d e d to t r e n c h l e n g t h to i n c o r p o r a t e m o r e of the features 
e n c o u n t e r e d i n its i n i t i a l c u t t i n g a n d is therefore i n c l u d e d p r i m a r i l y 
w i t h i n the trench section. I n f o r m a t i o n f r o m the test stations are descr ibed 
i n tabular f o r m i n d i c a t i n g height of bedrock , n u m b e r of features present, if 
any, a n d n u m b e r s of artefacts recovered f r o m a s a m p l e size of six buckets 
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Figure 1 Trench Layout and Features 



Figure 2 Site Features and Priory 



of the o v e r l y i n g p l o u g h s o i l . B e d r o c k h e i g h t s for the t renches are i n 
brackets. 

T r e n c h 1 ( 4 . 7 4 m O D ) 

C o n t r a s t i n g s t a r k l y w i t h the d e p t h s e n c o u n t e r e d e l s e w h e r e o n the site 
T r e n c h 1 revealed l m of deposits over the n a t u r a l chalk . In part ref lect ing 
the u n d e r l y i n g t o p o g r a p h y d e s c e n d i n g n o r t h w a r d s i n t o the fen the 
absence of s i m i l a r deposi ts south of the t rench also suggests the o r i g i n a l 
g r o u n d surface across the rest of the site h a d suf fered t r u n c a t i o n . The 
s u r v i v i n g depos i t s cons i s ted of three b r o a d layers : a b u r i e d so i l [25], 
beneath a m e d i e v a l g a r d e n / p l o u g h s o i l [26], beneath the current p l o u g h s o i l 
[27]. T h i s r e l a t i v e c o m p l e x i t y a lso o f f e r e d s t r a t i g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n 
o t h e r w i s e m i s s i n g i n the other trenches. The b u r i e d so i l cons is ted of a 
0.35m deep h o r i z o n , c o m p r i s e d of a u n i f o r m s i l t y c lav notable for its 
(prehistoric) b u r n t f l int content, over a n a t u r a l c o m p r i s i n g of soft m a r l y 
chalk p e p p e r e d w i t h a m o r p h o u s s i l t - f i l l e d h o l l o w s , p r o b a b l v of n a t u r a l 
o r i g i n (periglacial?) . R e s i d u a l b u r n t f l int also occurred w i t h i n most of the 
m e d i e v a l contexts that encroached this h o r i z o n as d i d F.21, a 4.50m w i d e 
d i t c h . The d i t c h conta ined a three f i l l sequence a n d w a s s e a l e d / t r u n c a t e d 
b y the m e d i e v a l p l o u g h s o i l [26], a n d w a s or iented r o u g h l v n o r t h - s o u t h . Its 
impress ive w i d t h , perhaps p a r t l y a p r o d u c t of edge eros ion (the b u r i e d so i l 
b e i n g friable) is greater than the t w o sections of the same feature seen in 
Trenches 2 a n d 6 w h e r e the d i t c h cut the h a r d chalk . A n o t h e r d i t c h F.22 
also cut the b u r i e d so i l a n d c o n t a i n e d a s i m i l a r f i l l to the basal d e p o s i t 
w i t h i n F .21. Its o r i en ta t ion ( N W - S E ) a n d size (1.25m w i d e ) w a s d i f ferent 
h o w e v e r a n d its o b s e r v a t i o n w i t h i n T r e n c h 1 r e m a i n s its o n l y s i t i n g to 
date. 

The m e d i e v a l p l o u g h so i l [26], a grey b r o w n s i l ty l o a m , w a s cut by t w o 
features: a cess pi t F.20 a n d a robber trench F.19; but o t h e r w i s e f o r m e d a 
c o n t i n u o u s 0.45m deep h o r i z o n across the t rench. A n e q u i v a l e n t depos i t 
to this layer i n a m u c h reduced f o r m w a s seen i n Trench 2 and w i t h i n Test 
Stat ions II, III a n d IV. D u r i n g m a c h i n i n g the cess pi t feature F.20 w a s 
a n n o u n c e d b y a layer of r e - d e p o s i t e d c h a l k (upcast) s p r e a d h a l o - l i k e 
a r o u n d a c i rcular dark patch. E x c a v a t i o n of the feature p r o d u c e d a s izeable 
q u a n t i t y of 14th C e n t u r y pot tery (see H a l l , A p p e n d i x 1). B e l o n g i n g to a 
m u c h later p e r i o d b y fact of the V i c t o r i a n bot t le a n d pot f r a g m e n t s 
recovered f r o m its f i l l s , the robber trench F. 19 arced across the eastern e n d 
of the trench. It w a s dotted b y e q u a l l y spaced postholes a l o n g its n o r t h e r n 
s ide w h i c h p r e s u m a b l y represent an e a r l i e r / l a t e r v e r s i o n of the same 
b o u n d a r y . 

F.19 [2] - curvilinear slot/robber-trench consisting of a narrow, flat based cut with 
steep-vertical sides (width: 0.3m; depth: 0.65m); f i l l , dark b r o w n / b l a c k triable 
loam containing brick fragments. 



F.20 [1] - steep sided circular pit narrowing torn a pointed base (diameter: 0 » 0 m ; 
depth: 0.66m+); f i l l , b rown grey loamy clay wi th lenses of cess/organic material 
(olive and black coloured) and large to small lumps of fragmented chalk. 

F.21 [3] - broad ditch with a flat, if somewhat irregular, base and fairly steep sides 
(45°). The ditch edge was less obvious above the chalk, where it cut through the 
buried soil horizon [25], but was confirmed by the presence of discrete lenses of iron 
r ich silts situated w i t h i n its w i d t h (width : 4.00m; depth: 0.60m): fil ls, thick 
silvery grey silty clay with occasional fragments of chalk and rare charcoal tleeks 
as wel l as a few fragments of animal bone; under, two lenses of fine silty clay rich 
wi th i ron panning; under, grey b r o w n silty clay with patches of abundant small 
chalk fragments, especially towards the middle . 

F.22 [5] - linear ditch with a U-shaped profile (width: 0.80m; depth: 0.6bm); t i l l , 
silvery grey silty clay with occasional very small fragments of chalk. 

F.24 [19] - ?natural linear wi th stepped profile; f i l l , grey brown fine siltv clay 
(marl?) wi th abundant angular fragments of hard yel lowish chalk. 

F.26 [24] - small steep sided pit (seen in section onlv) cutting from above the buried 
soil hor izon [25] (width: 0.65m; depth: 0.35m); f i l l , loose friable loam over re-
deposited rubblv chalk. 

T r e n c h 2 ( 5 . 3 0 m O D ) 

A series of l inear features w e r e r e c o r d e d c u t t i n g p e r p e n d i c u l a r to the 
t r e n c h . O f these F. 21 ( p r e v i o u s l y c i t e d i n T r e n c h 1) w a s the m o s t 
substant ia l . E x c a v a t i o n h o w e v e r p r o v e d F. 21 to consist of two parts - the 
d i t c h itself a n d an ? internal robber t r e n c h / p o s t trench r u n n i n g p a r a l l e l 
a l o n g its eastern s ide . S h a r i n g s i m i l a r basal f i l l s and a l i g n m e n t , the t w o 
features c o u l d have been c o n t e m p o r a r y as d i t c h and w a l l / f e n c e l i n e . 
Fur ther robber cuts were i d e n t i f i e d at the eastern end of the t rench, F. 2 
and F. 3, separated b y a distance of 4 m . I m m e d i a t e l v west and s h a r i n g the 
same a l i g n m e n t w a s another b o u n d a r y d i t c h F. 4, w h i c h s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
m a r k e d the d i v i s i o n b e t w e e n a change i n he ight of b e d r o c k (the c h a l k 
s u r v i v i n g 0.15m h i g h e r east of its l ine) . T h i s i n t u r n w a s f l a n k e d by a 
n a r r o w slot w h i c h p r o b a b l y represents another w a l l f o o t i n g , w h i c h if 
pro jected, can be a l i g n e d o n the current east b o u n d a r y w a l l of 12 W e s t 
Street. West again were two large rectangular pits , F.7 and F.8 separated b y 
a n a r r o w w a l l of na tura l chalk. T h e i r loca t ion a n d or ientat ion suggest that 
they w e r e cut u p t o the w a l l that f o r m e r l y o c c u p i e d robber trench F. 5. 
These are in terpre ted as h o r t i c u l t u r a l features p e r h a p s r e p r e s e n t i n g l a z y 
beds. F i n a l l y , t w o pi t features were also excavated w i t h i n Trench 2, F. 1 and 
F. 9. 

F . l [22] - rectangular pit with sharp vertical sides (0.70 x 0.65m; depth: 0.26m); t i l l , 
brown silt over primary grey silt wi th small-medium chalk inclusions. 

F.2 [12] - ?robber trench, broad flat based linear with vertical sides (width: 1.70m; 
depth: 0.30m); f i l l , pale grey silty clay with frequent chalk clasts. 
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F.3 [23] - ?robber trench, broad flat based linear wi th vertical sides (width: 1.23m; 
depth: 0.25m); f i l l , pale grey silty clay w i t h frequent chalk clasts. 

F.4 [7] - linear ditch wi th a steep V-shaped profile (width: 1.70m; depth: 1.00m); 
f i l l , pale grey silty clav wi th rare to occasional small chalk clasts increasing in 
size and frequency towards the base where the f i l l changes to fine grey chalky silt. 

F.5 [10] - ?robber-trench, narrow flat based linear wi th vertical sides breaking to 
gradual towards the top (width: 0.30m; depth: 0.35m); f i l l , pale grey silty clay 
with rare, small chalk clasts. 

F.6 [9] and F.7 [8] - two very large rectilinear pits wi th irregular, vertical sides to 
the east and gently sloping sides to the west, both had flat bases (length: 3.30m; 
width : 1.10m+; depth: 0.49m); f i l l , pale grey - pale brown silty clay with frequent 
chalk clasts and occasional charcoal. 

F.8 -slight, narrow linear (width: 0.40m; depth: 0.20m); f i l l , pale grev - pale brown 
silty clay. 

F.9 [6] - large sub-circular pit wi th vertical sides and a irregular, pitted base 
(diameter: 1.70m; depth: 0.55m); f i l l , pale grey - pale brown siltv clay with 
frequent chalk clasts and occasional flecks of charcoal. 

F.21 [3] - steep sided flat bottomed ditch (width: 2.00m; depth: 0.60m); t i l l , pale 
grev siltv clay wi th frequent chalk clasts and disintegrated chalk and occasional 
charcoal flecks over a basal f i l l of weathered chalk and pale grev silts. Cut to the 
east by a ?robber-/post- trench, a narrow linear wi th flat to rounded base (width: 
0.45m; depth: 0.50m); f i l l , compacted chalk in a pale chalky siltv clay matrix. 

T r e n c h 3 ( 5 . 3 1 m O D ) 

Trench 3 conta ined an assortment of features i n c l u d i n g a F . 1 6 / F . 2 5 robber 
trench a n d a n a r r o w l inear , F.14 , bo th of w h i c h were a l igned para l le l w i t h 
the extant w a l l i m m e d i a t e l y south of the trench. The rest, F.15, F.17, F.18, 
F.23 and F.24, consisted of p i t - l i k e and i r regular l inear forms all of w h i c h 
extended b e y o n d the l imi ts of the trench. 

F.14 [18] - narrow linear s lo t /gul ly wi th a rounded base (width: 0.30m; depth: 
0.10m); f i l l , pale brown grey silty clay with occasional chalk clasts. 

F.15 [17] - large sub-circular pit , shallow irregular base (width: 1.70m; depth: 
0.20m); f i l l , pale grey brown clay silt wi th occasional chalk inclusions. 

F.16 [20] and F.25 [21] - large irregular linear wi th a flat base and vertical sides 
(width : 1.50m; depth: 0.20m); f i l l , l ight b r o w n silty clav with frequent chalk 
fragments. 

F.17 [16] - steep sided sub-circular pit wi th an uneven base (diameter: 1.00m; depth: 
0.50m); f i l l , dark grey brown clay silty loam with occasional chalk lumps; under, 
dark grey b r o w n clay loam wi th rare chalk inclusions and charcoal/ash content; 
sealed by, m i d grey silty clay with occasional chalk fragments. 
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F.18 [13] - small circular pi t /scoop (diameter: 0.40m; depth: 0.11m); f i l l , pale grev 
brown silty clay with occasional small chalk fragments. 

F.23 [15] - part of large angular pit (dimensions: 1.00 x 0.45m; depth: 0.27m); pale 
brown silty clay with chalk fragments. 

F.24 [14] - narrow g u l l y / d i t c h w i t h very shallow irregular base (width: 0.40m; 
depth: 0.06); f i l l , pale grev brown silty clay with occasional chalk clasts. 

T r e n c h 4 ( 5 . 2 8 m O D ) 

T r e n c h 4 w a s v o i d of features e x p o s i n g o n l y an u n b r o k e n stretch of 
n a t u r a l chalk . 

T r e n c h 5 ( 5 . 5 7 m O D ) 

S i t u a t e d p e r p e n d i c u l a r to the f rontage a n d w i t h i n l m of the c u r r e n t 
b o u n d a r y , T r e n c h 5 w a s d es i gn ed to ident i fy any former proper t ies a l o n g 
W e s t Street. E x c a v a t i o n revea led a late terrace cut (0.46m in depth) 3 m 
i n s i d e the s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r y w h i c h a p p e a r e d m o d e r n , loose f i l l 
c o n t a i n i n g some b r i c k f ragments , a n d w a s p e r h a p s associated w i t h the 
construct ion of the m o v a b l e greenhouses s i tuated i n the v i c i n i t y . 

T r e n c h 6 ( 5 . 1 5 m O D ) 

P u l l e d to trace the locat ion and a l ignment of the ear lv m e d i e v a l d i t c h F.21, 
w h i c h it ach ieved , T r e n c h 6 also revealed t w o lare i r r e g u l a r pits F.30 and 
F.31. These w e r e v e r y s i m i l a r i n character to features seen in T r e n c h 5 
i m m e d i a t e l v to the east. 

F.21 - ditch alignment (width: 2.40m); f i l l , pale grey, silty calv with frequent 
small chalk fragments. 

F.30 and F.31- large irregular pit cuuting eastern side of F.22, (width: 1.33m); f i l l , 
pale grey brown silty clay with occasional chalk clasts. 

Test s t a t i o n X I I 

O r i g i n a l l y cut as part of the Test Stat ion p r o g r a m m e but later ex tended to 
i n c o r p o r a t e / e l u c i d a t e features e x p o s e d t h r o u g h its c u t t i n g , this t rench 
conta ined more of the robber trench a n d l a z y - b e d features encountered i n 
T r e n c h 2, a l igned p e r p e n d i c u l a r . 

F.10 - irregular linear (width: 1.25m); f i l l , pale grey silty clav. 
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F . l l - ?robber trench (width: 0.70m); f i l l , grey black and charcoal rich, silty clay. 

F.12 and F.13 - surface appearance suggest that these features are the same as F.6 
and F.7 in Trench 2. 

Test Stations 

Test Station Height (m OD) Number of features Number of artefacts 
I 4.57 0 0 
II 4.97 2 5 
III 4.99 1 6 
I V 5.10 1 7 
V 5.13 1 0 
V I 5.13 1 
V I I 5.12 1* h 

V II I 5.26 0 n 

IX 5.05 0 0 
x 5.15 1 (1 

* not including features revealed when the test station was extended. 

The major i ty of the artefacts recovered f r o m the Test stations were late (c. 
1 9 t h / 2 0 t h century) a n d therefore i n d i c a t i v e of the m o r e recent m a r k e t 
g a r d e n i n g act ivi t ies associated w i t h this site, i.e. m a n u r i n g . Some b u r n t 
f l in t a n d a few v e r y s m a l l a n d a b r a d e d f ragments of m e d i e v a l pot tery 
testified to the s u b - p l o u g h s o i l features, p r o d u c i n g further ev idence of later 
m e d i e v a l t r u n c a t i o n of f o r m e r l a n d surfaces. The f requency of features, 
w i t h o n l y three b l a n k s r e c o r d e d , is p e r c h a n c e m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t 
demonst ra t ing a h i g h densi ty of archaeological features. 

Discussion 

P r e h i s t o r i c period 

The t rench l a y o u t w a s able to i d e n t i f y at least three d i f ferent zones of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n across the site. These w e r e i n par t i n f l u e n c e d by the 
u n d e r l y i n g t o p o g r a p h y w h i c h d i p p e d cons iderab ly at the n o r t h e r n e n d of 
the site, but more d r a m a t i c a l l y d e t e r m i n e d b y m e d i e v a l terrac ing. 

1) Trench 1: l m of deposits inc luding a ?prehistoric buried soil overlain bv a 
medieval ploughsoil overlain by current ploughsoil. . 

2) Trench 2 and Test stations II, III and IV: a diminished (0.10-0.20m) medieval 
ploughsoil directly over bedrock and overlain by current ploughsoil. 

3) Trenches 3, 4 and 6: current ploughsoil directlv overlying bedrock. 
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F r o m this it w o u l d appear that for any fea tures /depos i t s d a t i n g to before 
the m e d i e v a l p e r i o d to s u r v i v e they w o u l d need to have had been either 
substant ia l a n d / o r s i tuated t o w a r d s the n o r t h e r n e n d (i.e. Trench 1) of the 
site. The b u r i e d s o i l , l ayer [25], w o u l d a p p e a r to be the o n l y d e p o s i t 
f u l f i l l i n g these c o n d i t i o n s a n d its p r i m a r y s t ra t igraphic locat ion c o m b i n e d 
w i t h its b u r n t f l int content suggest a prehis tor ic a t t r ibut ion . 

M e d i e v a l and P o s t - M e d i e v a l 

It w o u l d appear that a l l of the features recorded be longed to the m e d i e v a l 
a n d p o s t - m e d i e v a l p e r i o d of Is leham. Pottery a n d / o r tile d a t i n g to after the 
11th c e n t u r y A D w a s f o u n d i n a l l the e x c a v a t e d sec t ions , a n d the 
a l ignments of m a n y relate ei ther to the m e d i e v a l frontage of West Street 
or can be related to s tanding w a l l s associated w i t h the g a r d e n s / ' b o u n d a r i e s 
of 12 West Street. The earl iest a n d p e r h a p s most i n t e r e s t i n g of a l l the 
features is the large b o u n d a r y d i t c h F.21, w h o s e or ienta t ion is s ign i f i cant ly 
v e r y s i m i l a r to the h o l l o w w a y a n d other related e a r t h w o r k s associated 
w i t h the Benedic t ine P r i o r y . The m i d d l e 13th centurv i n f i l l date g i v e n b y 
the s m a l l a m o u n t of pot tery recovered f r o m its f i l ls (see A p p e n d i x 1) also 
co inc ide w i t h the d o c u m e n t e d m o v e of the P r i o r v f r o m Is leham to L i n t o n . 
Therefore it seems l i k e l y that F. 21 represents the w e s t e r n m o s t b o u n d a r y 
of the o r i g i n a l p r i o r y precinct . The other major b o u n d a r v d i t c h F.4 w o u l d 
appear to have once demarcated l a n d plots off the m a i n street (note h o w it 
l ines u p w i t h the current eastern tenement b o u n d a r v of 12 West Street 
i m m e d i a t e l y next to the street frontage) w h i l s t also m a r k i n g a not iceable 
change i n the height of bedrock. Either s ide, l ines of robbed w a l l s m a r k the 
loca t ion of former w a l l s and b u i l d i n g s a n d restr icted to the wes tern s ide 
features related to h o r t i c u l t u r a l activit ies were i d e n t i f i e d . The cess pi t , F.20, 
w i t h its s izeable assemblage of 14th century pottery and butchered a n i m a l 
bone attests to a p o s t - p r i o r y domest ic ep isode perhaps associated w i t h the 
m a n o r i a l phase of the former precinct . 
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Appendices 

1) M e d i e v a l Pottery (D. H a l l ) 

Feature Number Type Spot Date 
2 1 Thetford 14th 

4 •• 14th 
4 1 ISth 
6 2 Thetford 14th 
7 5 14th 
9 6 14th 
16 3 14th 
18 i 13/14th 
19 10 19th 
20 30 Grimston 

W a r e 
14th/15th 

22 6 M i d 13th 
24 1 14th 

2) F a u n a l remains (L. Higbee) 

A small assemblage of animal bone (36 fragments or 735 grammes) was recovered from hand 
excavated features. The assemblage is in an excellent state of preservation with surface 
details and butchery marks still clearly visible this suggests rapid deposition. 

Bone was recovered from two features in trench 1, a large Medieval cess pit F21 and a wide 
boundary ditch F21. Bones of all three of the common domestic food animals (i.e. cattle, 
sheep/goat and pig) were recovered from fill [001] of the cess pit. Sheep/goat and a pig are 
all represented by tooth or cranial fragments. A t least two pigs are present, both are very 
young individuals , the youngest is probably that of a postnatal mortality, whilst the other 
is a female of approximately 10-13 months of age. A cattle scapular from this context bears 
heavy chop marks on its spine and caudal border. The other feature in this trench, a ditch 
contained a number of sheep/goat bones from the same indiv idual (aged c.18-24 months) 
these include two metacarpi, two metatarsi and a phalanx secunda (all foot bones). One of 
these metatarsi was recorded with faint knife cuts on its laetrile-proximal shaft indicative 
of skinning. 

A much smaller amount of bone was recovered from trench 2, one lower sheep goat molar 
was recovered from a garden feature (F7), and two Medieval boundary ditches yielded the 
right femur of a chicken (F4) and fragments of cattle bone including portions of the pelvis, 
greater trochanter of the femur and distal humerus all of which exhibit butcherv marks in 
the form of heavy chops indicative of primary carcass dismemberment and the reduction of 
the carcass into manageable joints of meat. 
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