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Introduction 

S i t e l o c a t i o n and geology 

The site is located f ive k i lometres to the east of P e t e r b o r o u g h , at the n o r t h -
w e s t e r n t i p of the larger of the t w o f o r m e r fen i s l a n d s of W h i t t l e s e y 
(Whit t lesey I s land w i t h the smal ler Coates a n d Eastrea to the east) (F igure 
1). W h i t t l e s e y v i l l a g e occupies the centre of the m a i n i s l a n d w h i c h at this 
p o i n t is a l i t t le m o r e t h a n one k i l o m e t r e w i d e (nor th-south) . The area 
subject to e v a l u a t i o n , a f i e ld of a p p r o x i m a t e l y 11.25 hectares, is adjacent to 
the K i n g ' s D y k e b r i c k p i t o n the west s ide of the i s l a n d . The site is centred 
o n T L 2 4 0 980. The f i e l d is the f irst of three areas d e s i g n a t e d for c lay 
extract ion as extensions to the q u a r r y a n d is hereinafter referred to as A r e a 
A . The f i e ld lies o n the n o r t h s ide of the k i l n y a r d a n d w i l l f o r m a n o r t h -
w e s t w a r d extension to the current quarry . The area is subject to an In ter im 

/—s D e v e l o p m e n t O r d e r for the e x t r a c t i o n of c lay for b r i c k m a n u f a c t u r e . 
F i e l d w o r k w a s carr ied out b e t w e e n 13th - 28th of Oc tober 1995 a n d w a s 
f u n d e d t h r o u g h o u t b y H a n s o n Br ick . 

F igure 1: Site L o c a t i o n 

A r e a A is a s l i g h t l y u n d u l a t i n g arable f i e l d , l y i n g b e t w e e n 4 a n d 7 m A O D , 
s l o p i n g n o r t h a n d s l i g h t l y west d o w n to the F e n edge a n d the N e n e 
F l o o d p l a i n (at c. 3 m A O D ) . The m a x i m u m height at ta ined o n the I s l a n d , 
i n W h i t t l e s e y v i l l a g e , is 8 m A O D . A t the s o u t h e r n l i m i t of A r e a A , 
b o r d e r i n g the q u a r r y edge, is the t r a c k w a y k n o w n as the 'Fen C a u s e w a y . ' 
The t r a c k w a y f o l l o w s a w e s t - n o r t h w e s t / e a s t - s o u t h e a s t a l i g n m e n t a n d is 
t runcated b y the ex is t ing q u a r r y to the east. A t the n o r t h of the f i e l d is a 
m o d e r n b a n k e d r o a d , the L o w R o a d , a n d b e y o n d that lies M o r e t o n ' s L e a r n 
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(a M e d i e v a l canal i sa t ion of the R i v e r N e n e w h i c h b o u n d s the i s l a n d to the 
nor th) . The L e a m m a r k s the s o u t h e r n edge of the w e t l a n d area of F l a g 
F e n , w i t h the I s land of N o r t h e y at its east a n d the h i g h g r o u n d of Fengate 
a n d P e t e r b o r o u g h at the west . 

The u n d e r l y i n g geo logy consists of M a r c h G r a v e l s ( w i t h v a r i a b l e a m o u n t s 
of c lay admixed) l y i n g above b l u e O x f o r d C l a y (the m i n e r a l resource). 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l b a c k g r o u n d 

M e s o l i t h i c a n d N e o l i t h i c settlement patterns o n the W h i t t l e s e y Is lands are 
l i t t le u n d e r s t o o d , e v i d e n c e is scant a n d m o s t l y i n the f o r m of a f e w 
a c c i d e n t a l f i n d s m a d e d u r i n g q u a r r y i n g . T h i s is p e r h a p s m o r e a n 
i n d i c a t i o n of the l a c k of o b v i o u s sites a n d features (or the l a c k of 
recogni t ion of those that exist) rather than the actual absence of sett lement, 

/-s Three P a l a e o l i t h i c h a n d axes w e r e f o u n d east of the t o w n somewhere i n 
T L 28 98 ( B a d e n - P o w e l l 1950) a n d a f e w p o l i s h e d stone axes h a v e b e e n 
f o u n d a r o u n d E l d e r n e l l ( H a l l 1987). 

L a t e r P r e h i s t o r y is s i m i l a r l y u n d e r - r e p r e s e n t e d w i t h (again) e v i d e n c e 
d e r i v i n g f r o m p o o r l y r e c o r d e d , or u n r e c o r d e d , i solated f i n d s , (e.g. a m e t a l 
axe f r o m C h a p e l l F a r m [ H a l l 1987]). H o w e v e r , f o u r k i l o m e t r e s to the 
south lies the b a r r o w g r o u p of the Suet H i l l s (sites 19 a n d 20 [ i b i d . ] ) , w i t h 
another s m a l l e r g r o u p at E l d e r n e l l o n the north-east t i p of the i s l a n d of 
Coates a n d Eastrea (site 11). T w o B r o n z e A g e artefacts, a n M B A rapier a n d 
a n L B A s w o r d , w e r e f o u n d close to the area d u r i n g q u a r r y i n g i n 1969 
(Pryor 1978), a n d I r o n A g e f i n d s have come f r o m b r i c k pi ts at T L 239 975 
( P h i l l i p s 1970). M o r e recent ly , a B r o n z e A g e axe h e a d w a s f o u n d i n a 
g a r d e n a l o n g K i n g ' s D y k e ( R o b i n s o n pers. c o m m . ) . 

In contrast , R o m a n ac t iv i ty is w e l l d o c u m e n t e d a n d extensive . M u c h of 
^ the set t lement c o u l d be re la ted to the presence of the F e n C a u s e w a y 

R o m a n r o a d w h i c h traverses the i s l a n d f r o m w e s t to east. T h e F e n 
C a u s e w a y has b e e n w e l l d o c u m e n t e d e l s e w h e r e ( M a r g a r y 1935), i ts 
a l i g n m e n t is r o u g h l y west-east, f r o m the R o m a n sett lement at D u r o b r i v a e 
(south-west of Pe terborough) across n o r t h C a m b r i d g e s h i r e to D e n v e r i n 
N o r f o l k . H o w e v e r , o n l y cer ta in sect ions of its exact route h a v e b e e n 
c o n c l u s i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d . The r o a d is seen as a c r o p m a r k , c ross ing f r o m F l a g 
F e n , P e t e r b o r o u g h , to the n o r t h - w e s t , o n a g r a v e l b a n k or agger , a n d 
reaches the i s l a n d s o m e w h e r e to (or at) the west of A r e a A . F r o m the east 
of the s m a l l e r i s l a n d of Eastrea , it heads across the fen to M a r c h . T h e 
p o s i t i o n of the r o a d o n the wes tern t ip of W h i t t l e s e y I s land (and w h e r e the 
r o a d w o u l d h a v e crossed the r iver to the north) is not as yet k n o w n a n d it 
is poss ib le that it l ay just to the south of the site i n w h a t is n o w the K i n g ' s 
D y k e Pi t . Recent (but u n p u b l i s h e d ) w o r k has d e f i n e d a (or the) road's edge 
i n the r e g i o n of T L 241 978 to the s o u t h of A r e a A ( W h i t t l e s e y Soc ie ty 
N e w s l e t t e r N o . l , 1984). The precise loca t ion of this r o a d is not k n o w n b u t 
it m a y have l a i n s l i g h t l y to the s o u t h of the t r a c k w a y i n an area w h i c h has 
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n o w been q u a r r i e d . P r e v i o u s excavat ion b y the C A U i n S t o n a l d F i e l d to 
the east of A r e a A ( M o r t i m e r 1995) has s h o w n that the t r a c k w a y at the 
s o u t h of the site, the 'Fen C a u s e w a y ' (or at least that par t of it excavated) 
dates to n o earl ier t h a n the p e r i o d of the Enc losures i n the m i d d l e of the 
19th century . 

The R o m a n sett lement site at the centre of A r e a A is w e l l d o c u m e n t e d 
b o t h f r o m c r o p m a r k e v i d e n c e (F igure 2) a n d f r o m the r e c o v e r y of large 
quant i t i es of p o t t e r y d u r i n g f i e l d w a l k i n g ( W h i t t l e s e y 14 i n H a l l 1987). 
P r o b a b l y an a g r i c u l t u r a l settlement of some k i n d , it l ies just off the r o a d o n 
the h igher g r o u n d above the fen edge. A s i m i l a r c r o p m a r k site is r e c o r d e d 
just to the n o r t h - w e s t a n d se t t lement is a lso k n o w n to the east, at 
E l d e r n e l l . A s m a l l late R o m a n i n h u m a t i o n cemetery w a s e x c a v a t e d b y 
P e t e r b o r o u g h M u s e u m Society 's A r c h a e o l o g i c a l F i e l d S e c t i o n i n 1961 
( C h a l l a n d s 1977) to the south at F u n t h a m ' s L a n e , a n d a 1st or 2 n d c e n t u r y 
A D c r e m a t i o n just off the 'Fen C a u s e w a y ' at T L 244 979 i n 1958 ( P h i l l i p s 

f > 1970). A 1st c e n t u r y A D R o m a n s w o r d w a s f o u n d d u r i n g q u a r r y i n g at 
Funtham's L a n e (TL 238 968) i n 1965 ( H o w e 1978; V C H 1978). 

L i t t l e is k n o w n of the S a x o n sett lement of the i s l a n d , n o sites or chance 
f inds h a v i n g been r e c o r d e d . The M e d i e v a l S t o n a l d F i e l d (or Stoney H a l e , 
f i rs t r e c o r d e d i n 1246) c o v e r e d the w h o l e area to the n o r t h - w e s t of 
Whi t t l e sey v i l l a g e , as one of four f ie lds i n the M e d i e v a l o p e n f i e l d sys tem. 
S o m e M e d i e v a l f i e l d b o u n d a r i e s m a y s u r v i v e a n d there is a e r i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h i c e v i d e n c e for r i d g e a n d f u r r o w p l o u g h i n g to the w e s t a n d 
s o u t h of A r e a A . The M e d i e v a l p e r i o d s a w the cana l i sa t ion of the R i v e r 
N e n e i n M o r e t o n ' s Learn to the n o r t h of W h i t t l e s e y i s l a n d , w i t h a fur ther , 
larger, cut to the n o r t h of the learn i n the 19th century (Darby 1940). 

T h e E n c l o s u r e of S t o n a l d F i e l d , i n 1844, is w e l l d o c u m e n t e d a n d 
c a r t o g r a p h i c e v i d e n c e s h o w s the l a y o u t of the n e w b o u n d a r y / d r a i n a g e 
di tches , m u c h of w h i c h s u r v i v e s to the present d a y . The t r a c k w a y to the 

^ n o r t h of the f i e l d , the L o w R o a d , w a s constructed i n the 1960's to replace 
the 'Fen C a u s e w a y ' route w h e n it w a s t a k e n in to the q u a r r y l a n d to the 
east of the site. The n a m e , b e i n g the o r i g i n a l loca l n a m e for the C a u s e w a y 
route w a s s i m p l y s w i t c h e d to the m o d e r n (northern one). 

W h i t t l e s e y I s l a n d , w i t h its n o r t h e r n p r o m o n t o r y of N o r t h e y , f o r m s the 
eastern a n d s o u t h e r n b o u n d a r i e s of the f o r m e r w e t l a n d e m b a y m e n t n o w 
k n o w n as F l a g F e n . O n the n o r t h - w e s t e r n s ide of this e m b a y m e n t l ies 
Fengate, at the eastern edge of m o d e r n - d a y P e t e r b o r o u g h . E x c a v a t i o n s at 
Fengate a n d F l a g F e n h a v e r e v e a l e d a n extens ive p r e h i s t o r i c l a n d s c a p e 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g b o t h sett lement a n d r i t u a l (or p o s s i b l y defensive) features. 
The archaeologica l remains d i s p l a y t w o m a i n elements: to the west , o n the 
h i g h e r , d r y g r o u n d of Fengate , l ies a n ex tens ive 2 n d M i l l e n n i u m B C 
landscape. T h i s is based u p o n d i t ched rect i l inear f ie lds a n d d r o v e w a y s l a i d 
out a l o n g , a n d at r ight-angles to, the c o n t e m p o r a r y fen-edge ( P r y o r 1980). 
The landscape w a s first l a i d out i n the later N e o l i t h i c p e r i o d a n d r e m a i n e d 
i n use for some 1500 years u n t i l the ear ly 1st M i l l e n n i u m B C . A d o u b l e 
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a l ignment , or avenue , of p i l e d w o o d e n posts has been traced e x t e n d i n g at 
least 1 k m in to the e m b a y m e n t f r o m Fengate i n the w e s t t o w a r d s the 
steeper d r y l a n d of N o r t h e y to the east. T o w a r d s the eastern e n d of the 
a l i g n m e n t , a n d as a n in tegra l par t of i t , l ies a w o o d e n p l a t f o r m c o v e r i n g 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1.4 h a . D e n d r o c h r o n o l o g y a n d other e v i d e n c e ind ica tes 
that the p l a t f o r m a n d post a l i g n m e n t w e r e i n use for s o m e 400 years 
(between about 1350 a n d 950 B C ) , w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t a n d h i g h l y c o m p l e x 
act ivi ty associated w i t h it (Pryor 1992a). 

L i t t le excavat ion has so far taken place at the eastern e n d of the a l i g n m e n t 
b u t the ava i lab le ev idence w o u l d suggest that the N o r t h e y l a n d s c a p e is 
p r o b a b l y as ear ly a n d as l o n g - l i v e d as that at Fengate (Pryor 1992b). G i v e n 
the scale a n d intensi ty of settlement a n d r i t u a l ac t iv i ty a r o u n d the w e s t e r n 
s ide of the e m b a y m e n t , it is probable that the eastern shores a n d the l o w e r 
slopes of W h i t t l e s e y I s land, m a y also have s u p p o r t e d s i m i l a r ac t iv i ty . 

A e r i a l P h o t o g r a p h i c reconnaissance 

A s t u d y w a s u n d e r t a k e n b y A i r P h o t o Services of c r o p m a r k s f r o m aer ia l 
p h o t o g r a p h y o n the three areas of assessment ( A p p e n d i x 1), a n d rec t i f i ed 
plans at a scale of 1:2500 were p r o d u c e d (Figure 2). In A r e a A it revea led a n 
extensive a n d regular settlement area of ditches a n d enclosures at the west 
a n d centre of the f i e l d , w i t h the features b e c o m i n g m o r e i n d i s t i n c t fur ther 
east (perhaps m a s k e d b y deeper a l l u v i a l soils or , converse ly , t r u n c a t e d b y 
p l o u g h i n g ) . The existence of the sett lement w a s k n o w n (see above) b u t 
not its f u l l extent, n o r the dens i ty of the features eas twards t o w a r d s the 
p r e v i o u s excavat ions ( in S t o n a l d F i e l d ) . I m m e d i a t e l y to the w e s t of the 
eastern b o u n d a r y w i t h S tonald F i e l d w a s w h a t appeared to be one s ide of a 
large d i t c h e d enclosure - it h a d not , h o w e v e r , been seen to ex tend in to the 
p r e v i o u s excavat ions . The presence a n d or ienta t ion of r e m n a n t r i d g e a n d 
f u r r o w agr icul ture of the M e d i e v a l o p e n f ie lds w a s also r e c o r d e d . 

P r e v i o u s W o r k 

T h e areas s u r r o u n d i n g the H a n s o n B r i c k q u a r r i e s w e r e the subject of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n b y f i e l d w a l k i n g i n the ear ly 1980's, d u r i n g the course of a 
f e n - w i d e p r o s p e c t i o n s u r v e y (The F e n l a n d S u r v e y Project , c o m m i s s i o n e d 
b y E n g l i s h H e r i t a g e ) , A r e a A h a v i n g b e e n p a r t of the f i e l d w a l k i n g 
p r o g r a m m e at that t ime . The S u r v e y ' s results i n d i c a t e d the presence of 
the set t lement site i n A r e a A w i t h a dense assoc ia ted f i n d s scatter of 
R o m a n o - B r i t i s h date . 

A n e v a l u a t i o n a n d e x c a v a t i o n to the east of A r e a A ( in S t o n a l d F i e l d ) 
u n d e r t a k e n b y the C A U at the e n d of 1994, revea led ev idence of extensive 
R o m a n o - B r i t i s h g r a v e l ex t rac t ion , p o s s i b l y l i n k e d to the c o n s t r u c t i o n o r 
repair of the F e n C a u s e w a y R o m a n R o a d ( M o r t i m e r 1995). A t the wes t of 
S t o n a l d F i e l d , a n d e x t e n d i n g into A r e a A , w e r e a n u m b e r of di tches (also 
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R o m a n o - B r i t i s h i n date) f o r m i n g a rect i l inear sys tem of p a d d o c k s or water 
m e a d o w s o n east-west a n d n o r t h - s o u t h a l ignments (Figure 8). E v i d e n c e of 
p r e - R o m a n ac t iv i ty w a s scant (a w e l l , p o s s i b l y d a t i n g to the later B r o n z e 
A g e , a n d one p re - or e a r l y - R o m a n di tch) ; f i n d s densi t ies , of a n y p e r i o d , 
were r e m a r k a b l y l o w . 

5 



) ) 

AREA A 
2 4 6 

2 3 7 

TL 

1 0 0 

9 7 9 

9 8 3 

Metres 
f 

8 0 0 

Archaeological ditch and pits 

Headland 

1 ,' ,' ' Ridge and furrow 

Possible archaeological ditch (or geological crack) 

Probable vehicle track 

Modern boundary or drainage 

Modem boundary information on this plan 
provides only an indication of present land 
division It should not be used as a basis from 
which to measure the location of archaeological 
features Optimum accuracy of location will result 
liom registration of this overlay, via NGR cuts, 
with Ordnance Survey 1:2500 plans. 

AIR PHOTO SERVICES: 1 9 9 4 



) ) 

+ A R E A A 

A R E A A - DEEP SOIL 

237 

100 

246 + 983 

979 

Metres 
+ 
800 

••• Archaeological ditch and pits 

Headland 

Possible archaeological ditch (or geological crack) 

Probable vehicle track 

1:2500 overlay to archaeological plan 
Modem boundary information on this plan 
provides only an indication of present land 
division h should not be used as a basis from 
which 10 measure the location of archaeological 
features Optimum accuracy of location will result 
from registration of this overlay, via NGR cuts, 
with Ordnance Survey 1 2500 plans 

' Ridge and furrow Modern boundary or drainage 
AIR PHOTO SERVICES: 1 994 



Methods of investigation 

F i e l d w a l k i n g 

A s p a r t of the 1994 e v a l u a t i o n a p r o g r a m m e of f i e l d w a l k i n g w a s 
u n d e r t a k e n over a n d b e y o n d the l i m i t s of the k n o w n R o m a n o - B r i t i s h site 
i n A r e a A . A l l ceramics a n d other c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l w e r e co l lec ted f r o m 
some 32,000 square metres of the f i e ld surface. W h i l e P o s t - M e d i e v a l f i n d s 
w e r e f e w a n d e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d over the s o u t h e r n ha l f of the f i e l d (the 
result of f i e l d m a n u r i n g ) , to the n o r t h the b u l k of the pot tery w a s a lmost 
e x c l u s i v e l y R o m a n i n date a n d n o t a b l y concentrated i n a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l 
area (approx imate ly 60 square metres). The pottery assemblage consis ted of 
1210 sherds of w h i c h 732 w e r e R o m a n i n date (60%), 500 P o s t - M e d i e v a l 
a n d 5 M e d i e v a l - there were n o prehis tor ic sherds. 

A s an adjunct to the p r e v i o u s f i e l d w a l k i n g s u r v e y further col lect ions w e r e 
taken f r o m the p l o u g h s o i l a n d subsoi ls at each of the 20 'test stations' (5m 
x 5 m excavated areas). A t the south-west corners of the test stations, a t w o -
bucket s a m p l e ( e q u a l l i n g 30 litres of soil) w a s taken f r o m the s p o i l heaps 
a n d h a n d sorted for artefact recovery . V e r y f e w f i n d s w e r e r e c o v e r e d b y 
this m e t h o d a n d the ma jor i ty of these w e r e p o s t - M e d i e v a l pot te ry , a l o n g 
w i t h b r i c k , tile a n d i r o n nai ls . 

A 100% c o l l e c t i o n w a s m a d e of f i n d s v i s i b l e o n the s p o i l h e a p surface 
a l o n g the trenches w h i c h t raversed the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h set t lement area 
(Trenches II, I V a n d X I V ; see be low) - n o attempt w a s m a d e to s ieve or sort 
t h r o u g h the s p o i l to increase the col lec t ion. Just over a t h i r d of the pot tery 
assemblage (557 sherds) w a s recovered b y this m e t h o d . 

T r e n c h e x c a v a t i o n and Test S t a t i o n s 

A g r i d of trenches a n d test stations (5m x 5 m excavated areas) w a s set out 
across the f i e l d a n d excavated b y m a c h i n e , r e m o v i n g the p l o u g h s o i l a n d 
a n y r e m a i n i n g subso i l s to r e v e a l the u n d e r l y i n g n a t u r a l s u b - s t r a t u m i n 
w h i c h a n y archaeologica l features w o u l d be v i s ib le . A l l the Trenches w e r e 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w o metres i n w i d t h a n d p l a c e d p r i m a r i l y to invest igate the 
c r o p m a r k archaeo log ica l features. The test stat ions w e r e a r r a n g e d o n a 
r e g u l a r g r i d 100m apar t as a g e n e r a l l a n d s c a p e e v a l u a t i o n t e c h n i q u e . 
Four teen trenches t o t a l l i n g 920m i n l e n g t h (1840sq m) a n d t w e n t y 5 x 5 m 
test stations (500sq m) were excavated. The area o p e n e d tota l led 2340sq m , 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y a 2.1% sample of the f ie ld surface (Figure 3). 
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Figure 3: L o c a t i o n of Trenches a n d Test Stations 
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The t rench a l ignments a n d lengths w e r e as f o l l o w s : 

T r e n c h I: N o r t h - e a s t / s o u t h - w e s t , 120m. 
T r e n c h II: Eas t -nor theas t /west -southwest , 140m. 
T r e n c h III: N o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t , 9 0 m . 
T r e n c h I V : N o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t , 18.50m. 
T r e n c h V : N o r t h - s o u t h , 25m. 
T r e n c h V I : East-west , 50m. 
T r e n c h V I I : N o r t h - s o u t h , 50m. 
T r e n c h VIII : East-west , 100m. 
T r e n c h IX: West -nor thwest /eas t - southeas t , 68m. 
Trench X : East-west , 100m. 
T r e n c h X I : West -nor thwest /eas t - southeas t , 60m. 
T r e n c h XII : East-west , 50m. 
T r e n c h XIII: N o r t h - s o u t h , 50m. 
T r e n c h X I V : N o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t , 14.50m. 

E x c a v a t i o n and r e c o r d i n g 

The trenches w e r e b a s e - p l a n n e d at a scale of 1:50, i n d i v i d u a l e x c a v a t e d 
features at 1:20 or 1:10 a n d a l l sect ions d r a w n at 1:10. W h e r e p o s s i b l e 
discrete features w e r e hal f - sec t ioned a n d l inear features s a m p l e excavated 
i n one metre sections. 

The U n i t - m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n of the M u s e u m of L o n d o n r e c o r d i n g s y s t e m 
w a s u s e d to describe the excavated features (Spence 1990). Discrete layers , 
f i l l s a n d cuts w e r e ass igned i n d i v i d u a l context n u m b e r s , i n d i c a t e d i n the 
text i n square brackets (e.g. [001]). Feature n u m b e r s were also ass igned (e.g. 
F . l ) as a d e s c r i p t i v e a i d d e f i n i n g a p i t , a d i t c h etc., a n d its c o m p o n e n t 
contexts. 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l S a m p l i n g 

S o i l s a m p l e s w e r e taken f r o m a p p r o p r i a t e contexts (e.g. w a t e r l o g g e d or 
charcoa l - r i ch f i l ls) across the site a n d subsequent ly a n a l y s e d to d e t e r m i n e 
the p o t e n t i a l for p r o v i d i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l e v i d e n c e (macro-botan ica l a n d 
foss i l indica tors ) ( A p p e n d i x 3). S o i l p r o f i l e s w e r e e x a m i n e d to ascer ta in 
s u i t a b i l i t y for s o i l m i c r o m o r p h o l o g i c a l a n a l y s i s a n d p o l l e n s u b - s a m p l e s 
t a k e n to a i d i n the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the l o c a l p a l a e o e n v i r o n m e n t , 
vegeta t ion a n d aspects of c u l t i v a t i o n ( A p p e n d i x 4). It is a n t i c i p a t e d that 
detailed e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d m i c r o m o r p h o l o g i c a l s a m p l i n g a n d ana lyses 
( p l u s o t h e r s p e c i a l i s m s ) w i l l take p l a c e d u r i n g f u r t h e r p h a s e s of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n (if s u c h are to o c c u r ) w h e n a bet ter g r a s p of the 
archaeologica l contexts w i l l be ava i lab le a n d a sui table s a m p l i n g strategy 
can be d e v e l o p e d i n consul ta t ion w i t h the v a r i o u s special ists . 
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Excavation results 

S o i l H o r i z o n s 

The s o i l h o r i z o n s o v e r l y i n g the n a t u r a l c l a y / g r a v e l s u b s t r a t u m reflect the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of s u r v i v i n g archaeologica l features beneath . The p l o u g h s o i l 
has a f a i r l y e v e n d e p t h of 30 - 5 0 c m , deeper a l o n g the n o r t h e r n a n d 
w e s t e r n edges of the site, s h a l l o w e r o n the h i g h e r g r a v e l at the s o u t h . In 
the central a n d north-eastern areas it contains a h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n of c lay , 
p l o u g h e d i n f r o m the a l l u v i a l layers beneath (an a l l u v i a t e d p l o u g h s o i l ) , 
a n d at the s o u t h a n d west a h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n of s i m i l a r l y p l o u g h e d - i n 
g r a v e l . T h e a l l u v i u m , a l t h o u g h p a r t i a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the 
p l o u g h s o i l , remains as d is t inct layers i n t w o swathes across the n o r t h a n d 
east of the site to e i ther s ide of a r i d g e of h i g h e r g r o u n d u t i l i s e d i n the 
M e d i e v a l p e r i o d as a h e a d l a n d r o a d . Its d e p t h var ies d e p e n d a n t u p o n the 
l e v e l / d e p t h of the b u r i e d s o i l a n d n a t u r a l s u b s o i l beneath b u t i n the u p p e r 
l eve ls of later R o m a n features i t s u r v i v e s to d e p t h s of u p to 4 0 c m . 
S u r p r i s i n g l y absent f r o m m u c h of the north-eastern area it deepens at the 
eastern l i m i t of the site, t o w a r d s the area excavated i n the 1994 trenches 
w h e r e aga in it i n f i l l e d the tops of the R o m a n features. 

Beneath the p l o u g h s o i l , a n d the a l l u v i u m w h e r e extant, a v a r i e t y of re l ic t 
soi ls r e m a i n . T h e y are p r e s e r v e d i n the l o w e r centra l a n d nor th -eas tern 
areas b y the c o v e r i n g of h e a v y a l l u v i a l c lay a n d i n the h i g h e r areas to the 
west a n d s o u t h have been d i s t u r b e d a n d to some extent i n c o r p o r a t e d in to 
the m o d e r n p l o u g h s o i l . The b u r i e d soils to the n o r t h a n d east are 5 - 15cm 
i n d e p t h , those to the w e s t a n d s o u t h ( a p p e a r i n g m o r e as a l o w e r 
p l o u g h s o i l ) are 5 - 30cm, w i t h a greater d e p t h , to 50cm, at the far w e s t e r n 
l i m i t of the site above the f i l l s of a b r o a d p a l a e o c h a n n e l . T h e o v e r a l l 
d e p t h of soi ls above the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l var ies f r o m 35cm at the s o u t h of 
the site to 1.00m at the west , w i t h levels over the central area c. 5 0 c m deep 
( A p p e n d i x 2). 

See F i g u r e 4. 

Ploughsoil [230] 
A A mid-dark b r o w n friable silty clay loam w i t h common to locally abundant small to 
medium gravel inclusions. 
B A m i d - d a r k b r o w n silty clay, s l ightly plastic, w i t h occasional to c o m m o n gravel 
inclusions. Generally far more clay than [230A] particularly towards the base of the context 
where it forms a distinct band. 

Lower Ploughsoil [231] 
A A m i d - d a r k y e l l o w / g r e y - b r o w n friable silty clay loam w i t h occasional to local ly 
abundant sand and gravel inclusions. 

B A s [231A] but browner wi th a higher clay content and fewer gravel inclusions. 

A l l u v i u m [232] 
A A dense orange-grey al luvial silty clay, plastic, no inclusions. 
B A s [232A] but brown to grey-brown. 
C A s [232A] but orange-brown. 
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Buried Soi l [233] 
A A fine dirty pale grey sandy silt clay, plastic, gritty w i t h occasional smal l gravel 
inclusions and occasional charcoal fragments. 
B A s [233A] but browner, more sand/silt and cleaner. 
C A s [233B] but orange-brown, mixed with more clay and similar to [231]. 

For the p u r p o s e s of the d i s c u s s i o n of the e x c a v a t i o n results a n d to def ine 
areas i n w h i c h f u r t h e r e x c a v a t i o n m a y be necessary, the f i e l d has b e e n 
d i v i d e d into four areas as f o l l o w s (Figure 3); 

W e s t e r n A r e a : T r e n c h I; Test Stations 1, 2 a n d 3. 

C e n t r a l A r e a : Trenches II, III, I V a n d X I V ; Test Stations 4 a n d 8. 

N o r t h - e a s t e r n A r e a : Trenches V , X , X I , XII a n d XIII; Test Stations 12, 16, 17 
a n d 20. 

S o u t h e r n A r e a : Trenches V I , V I I , VIII a n d IX; Test Stations 5-7, 9-11, 13-15, 
18 a n d 19. 

W h e n a l l the trenches h a d b e e n cut the d e c i s i o n w a s t a k e n o n site to 
concentrate resources o n the features revea led b e y o n d the m a i n R o m a n o -
B r i t i s h settlement area. The sett lement-related features w e r e dense a n d of 
o b v i o u s 'qua l i ty ' , w i t h a h i g h f inds y i e l d (and therefore r e l a t i v e l y s i m p l e 
to date) a n d e x c e l l e n t p r e s e r v a t i o n of f e a t u r e - d e f i n i t i o n , s o i l s a n d 
artefacts/ecofacts. Precise interpretat ion of the nature a n d f u n c t i o n of each 
feature w a s not d e e m e d necessary, it b e i n g b y far preferable to excavate the 
area as a ' w h o l e ' at a later date. The n a r r o w trench-based e x c a v a t i o n of 
somet imes c o m p l e x settlement features can lead to c o n f u s i o n a n d the loss 
of c r i t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . In contrast , the features r e c o r d e d o u t s i d e the 
sett lement area, t h o u g h of far less obvious w o r t h , w e r e m o r e d i f f i c u l t to 

^ p u t into context ( in m a n y cases no def ini te date-span c o u l d be a t t r ibuted to 
t h e m w i t h o u t e x c a v a t i o n a n d the p o s s i b i l i t y of r e c o v e r i n g datable f i n d s ) . 
E v e n after excavat ion the dens i ty of f i n d s m a t e r i a l b e y o n d the sett lement 
area w a s so l o w that a def in i t ive d a t i n g of a l l the features cannot a l w a y s be 
of fered. 

In tota l , 75 archaeologica l features w e r e r e c o r d e d , of w h i c h 45 (60%) w e r e 
s a m p l e e x c a v a t e d . T h e p o t t e r y dates , g i v e n at the e n d of the feature 
descr ipt ions , refer to the date-span of the sherd types recovered a n d d o not 
necessar i ly denote a t e r m i n u s post q u e r n or a d e f i n i t i v e d e p o s i t i o n date . 
In tota l , 1653 sherds w e r e recovered b y e x c a v a t i o n , surface c l e a n i n g a n d 
spo i l -heap co l lec t ion . The assemblage w a s a lmost e x c l u s i v e l y dateable to 
the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h p e r i o d (1634 s h e r d s ) . I n a d d i t i o n , 11 s h e r d s of 
preh is tor i c a n d 8 sherds of p o s t - R o m a n pot tery w e r e r e c o v e r e d (the later 
pot tery is p r e d o m i n a n t l y p o s t - M e d i e v a l t h o u g h one s h e r d m a y date to the 
Saxon p e r i o d ) . The b u l k of the R o m a n m a t e r i a l (96%) w a s i d e n t i f i a b l e as 
b e i n g m a n u f a c t u r e d i n the L o w e r N e n e V a l l e y itself ( A p p e n d i x 7). 
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The b o n e assemblage , despi te g o o d p r e s e r v a t i o n , w a s r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l , 
to ta l l ing 367 pieces of w h i c h 88 were ident i f iab le to species. H o w e v e r , the 
large part of those recovered w e r e f r o m the sealed f i l l s of features w i t h i n 
the sett lement area a n d o n l y a s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n of these w e r e excavated . 
O f these, the ma jor i ty w e r e f r o m cattle (53 pieces) w i t h sheep, goat, p i g , 
deer, b i r d , horse a n d a d o g (or w o l f ) also represented ( A p p e n d i x 5). 

Western Area 

A large channel - l ike feature of probable g lac ia l o r i g i n at the w e s t e r n e n d of 
T r e n c h I e x t e n d e d b e y o n d the t rench a n d m a y p o s s i b l y c o n t i n u e to the 
w e s t e r n edge of the i s l a n d itself, its or ienta t ion w a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y n o r t h -
s o u t h . W o r k e d f l i n t a n d f r a g m e n t s of R o m a n o - B r i t i s h a n d I r o n A g e 
pot tery a n d f i r e d c lay w e r e recovered f r o m s i l t - f i l l e d depress ions w i t h i n 

/ -^ the u p p e r m o s t levels of the channel 's f i l l , w i t h occas ional i n t r u s i v e sherds 
deeper w i t h i n it. N o trace of the c r o p m a r k - p l o t t e d r i d g e a n d f u r r o w c o u l d 
be discerned. 

T r e n c h I 

F.58 Cut [240] Fills [241-6] 
Large 'natural' cut, al igned approximately nor th /south , w i d t h 12m and extending 
beyond western l imit of excavation, depth 0.60-0.90m (from base of buried soil or lower 
ploughsoi l ) . The eastern l imi t was unclear due to natural wear and collapse of 
c lay /grave l subsoil , at the base the natural clay shows sinuous and undercut wear 
patterns. The fills were mixed and variable, dirty grey-beige silts/orange gravels/f ine 
sands/orange gravel + silt mix /compact Fe stained sandy gravel (at base above the 
natural clay). A l l the f i l ls appeared water-washed/af fected/ la in . A t the surface, 
below the subsoil, were amorphous circular and sub-circular pits or depressions, often 
w i t h a clear edge to one side but merging wi th natural subsoil at the other. Their fills 
were pale- m i d grey silty sand w i t h very occasional charcoal flecks and frequent small 
- m e d i u m water-worn flints. These depressions produced the majority of the pottery 
sherds and w o r k e d flints though a few were recovered f rom w i t h i n the m a i n f i l l . 
Surface finds: Iron Age and m i d 1st century A D ; Excavated finds: [241], early 2nd-late 
3rd century; [246], late 2nd century. Phasing: Glacial . 

N o archaeological features were recorded i n Test Stations 1, 2 or 3. 

Discussion 

The p a l a e o c h a n n e l at the west of the area, w h i c h cuts deep e n o u g h to 
affect the u n d e r l y i n g O x f o r d clay, has to be seen as b e i n g of g lac ia l or p e r i -
g l a c i a l o r i g i n - its f i l l s p r i m a r i l y the c h u r n e d , sor ted a n d r e - d e p o s i t e d 
n a t u r a l c lays a n d gravels rather than the silts of a h i s t o r i c / p r e h i s t o r i c r i v e r 
c h a n n e l . The artefacts w i t h i n i t , ( f rom p o s s i b l y n e o l i t h i c w o r k e d f l i n t to 
2 n d c e n t u r y R o m a n pottery) can o n l y be e x p l a i n e d as d e r i v i n g f r o m the 
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i n t r u s i v e ac t ion of tree roots a n d p o s s i b l y a n i m a l b u r r o w s r e a c h i n g deep 
into its 'softer' f i l l s . 

The c r o p m a r k e d r i d g e a n d f u r r o w h a d been p l o t t e d f r o m p h o t o g r a p h s 
taken i n the 1940's a n d 50's w h e n the f i e l d w a s s t i l l p r e d o m i n a n t l y r o u g h 
pasture l a n d (Figure 2). Subsequent deep p l o u g h i n g over the last 40 years 
has r e m o v e d a l l trace of the M e d i e v a l s y s t e m o n w h a t is one of the 
'h igher ' areas of the site. T h e d e m a r c a t i o n l i n e b e t w e e n the h e a v i l y 
p lough-a f fec ted l a n d to the west a n d s o u t h a n d the l o w e r - l y i n g a n d s t i l l 
p a r t l y a l l u v i u m - s e a l e d l a n d surface to the n o r t h r u n s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
eas t /wes t t h r o u g h the m i d d l e of the site at about 5.00 - 5 .50m A O D (at the 
f i e l d surface) . A l l features s o u t h of this l i n e are l i a b l e to h a v e b e e n 
severely t runcated . 

C e n t r a l A r e a 
/"> 

A s i n d i c a t e d b y the c r o p m a r k a n d f i e l d w a l k i n g ev idence the centra l area, 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g to the w e s t e r n par t of the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h c r o p - m a r k e d 
set t lement , p r o d u c e d b y far the h i g h e s t d e n s i t y of b o t h features a n d 
artefactual e v i d e n c e . F o u r trenches w e r e excavated to the l e v e l of the 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d e p o s i t s , r e m o v i n g the p l o u g h s o i l a l o n g w i t h areas of a 
b u r i e d s o i l a n d / o r a dense a l l u v i a l c lay. The settlement l ies o n a r o u g h l y 
s o u t h - w e s t / n o r t h - e a s t axis , c o m p r i s i n g p r i m a r i l y f i e l d / e n c l o s u r e d i tches 
w h i c h i n par ts o c c u r w i t h s u c h f r e q u e n c y as to i n d i c a t e three or f o u r 
dis t inct phases of ac t iv i ty . P i t s , postholes a n d b e a m slots w e r e r e c o r d e d 
but , i n the area of the densest archaeology , r e m a i n e d u n e x c a v a t e d . O n e 
excavated d i t c h h a d , above its eastern edge, a s q u a r e d - o f f r i d g e w i t h a 
f lat tened terrace cut b e y o n d f o r m i n g , p e r h a p s , the f o u n d a t i o n of a w a l l 
p l a t f o r m . The q u a n t i t y of l imestone f ragments , b r i c k , roof a n d f loor t i les 
i n the s u r r o u n d i n g area m a y i n d i c a t e the presence of b u i l d i n g s i n the 
i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y . 

M u c h of the area is o v e r l a i n b y a th ick layer of r i c h b l a c k s o i l , F.179, h i g h 
i n o r g a n i c content a n d w i t h large quant i t i e s of b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l a n d 
pottery, large ly of 2nd-3rd century A D date. The layer w o u l d appear to be a 
del iberate ly d u m p e d deposi t , p o s s i b l y of m i d d e n m a t e r i a l , over a n area of 
dense sett lement-related features (ditches, pi ts a n d p o s s i b l y structures) a n d 
m a y be related to a p e r i o d of contract ion or a b a n d o n m e n t of the o c c u p i e d 
area. The d i s c o v e r y of this depos i t is s ign i f i cant i n terms of the surface 
artefact d i s t r i b u t i o n s , a l ready k n o w n to be concentrated over this centra l 
area of the c r o p m a r k s . T h i s suggests that the artefact-r ich depos i t m a y be 
c o n t a i n e d i n some w a y ; p e r h a p s b o u n d e d b y a p e r i m e t e r fence or d i t c h . 
That the t y p i c a l pa t tern of d i f fuse artefact s p r e a d w a s not e v i d e n t i n the 
surface d i s t r i b u t i o n s m a y indicate that u s u a l m a n u r i n g pract ices w e r e not 
used i n the f ie lds s u r r o u n d i n g the farmstead. 
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A t the centre of the 'black earth' area, a l i g n e d nor th -wes t / south-eas t , w a s a 
m e t a l l e d r o a d w a y (grave l c o m p a c t e d d i r e c t l y onto the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l ) . 
The r o a d , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 m w i d e , h a d ditches o n b o t h s ides , w i t h re-cuts 
o n their inner edges thus p o s s i b l y r e d u c i n g its w i d t h f r o m a n o r i g i n a l 5 -
6 m (Figure 6). 

A v e r y loose p h a s i n g has been a t tempted for the features r e c o r d e d i n the 
trenches w i t h i n the cent ra l area - it s h o u l d be s tressed, h o w e v e r , that 
prec ise d a t i n g a n d p h a s i n g cannot be k n o w n u n t i l f u r t h e r o p e n - a r e a 
e x c a v a t i o n has t a k e n place . A l l the features, w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of one 
p o s t - M e d i e v a l d i t c h , w o u l d appear to be of R o m a n o r i g i n a n d are d i v i d e d 
into b r o a d date ranges as f o l l o w s : 

E a r l y - c. A D 50 - 150. 
M i d d l e - c. A D 150 - 300. 
Late - c. A D 300 - 400. 
U n k n o w n - A D 50 - 400. 

The p h a s i n g is des ignated b y excavated f i n d s , surface f i n d s a n d / o r d i rec t 
re la t ionships w i t h other features or the o v e r l y i n g s t ra t igraphy a n d relates 
o n l y to the i n f i l l i n g / a b a n d o n m e n t of the feature. It appears at the e n d of 
the context descr ipt ions . 
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T r e n c h III 

F igure 5: Centra l A r e a 
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T r e n c h I I 

F o r ease of d i s c u s s i o n , a n d as n o clear i n d i c a t i o n of the i r p h a s i n g a n d 
re lat ionships can as yet be ascertained, the features recorded i n Trenches II, 
I V a n d X I V are ( w i t h occas ional exceptions) descr ibed i n n u m e r i c a l o r d e r ; 
i n T r e n c h II c o r r e s p o n d i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y to their l o c a t i o n f r o m w e s t to 
east. T o at tempt to d iscuss the features i n e v e n l o o s e l y d e f i n e d p h a s e d 
groups is d e e m e d i n a p p r o p r i a t e , if not i m p o s s i b l e , at this stage. 

In the co l lec t ion f r o m the surface of the m a c h i n e s p o i l heaps 362 sherds of 
R o m a n o - B r i t i s h p o t t e r y w e r e r e c o v e r e d (a long w i t h one p o s t - M e d i e v a l 
sherd) , the major i ty b e i n g f r o m the 'black earth' layer F.179. The date range 
of the m a t e r i a l s p a n n e d the ent i re p e r i o d f r o m the late 1st to the 4 t h 
centuries A D . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

The 'b lack s o i l ' l ayer present i n a l l three trenches w i t h i n the set t lement 
area has been ass igned Feature N o . F.179. It ex tended a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 0 m 
a l o n g the l ength of T r e n c h II, f r o m T r e n c h X I V to b e y o n d T r e n c h I V , a n d 
for the ent i re l engths of the latter t renches . A s a s p r e a d , w i t h i n the 
p l o u g h s o i l b e y o n d the trenches it c o u l d be seen to extend s o u t h w a r d s for c. 
15 - 2 0 m . M u c h of the l a y e r has l o n g b e e n i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the 
p l o u g h s o i l b u t it r e m a i n s i n s i t u w h e r e v e r the u n d e r l i n g features f o r m a 
s l i g h t h o l l o w or the b u r i e d s o i l / n a t u r a l s u b s o i l is l y i n g b e l o w p l o u g h -
d e p t h . B o t h p o l l e n m o n o l i t h a n d b u l k s a m p l e s for f l o t a t i o n w e r e t a k e n 
f r o m w i t h i n the layer (see Discuss ion) . 

F.179 = contexts [302] [326] [342] [348] and [372] (possibly [288] [294] and [329]) 
A n extensive layer of rich black loam, w e l l defined over a c. 25m 2 area, present both as 
fills i n cut features as w e l l as above and incorporated w i t h i n the bur ied soils. V e r y 
high organic and artefactual content (pottery sherds - many large and unabraded, bone, 
br ick/ t i le fragments, limestone bui ld ing stone). Phasing: Late. 

A t the j u n c t i o n w i t h T r e n c h X I V , p a r a l l e l to the t rench , w e r e t w o p o s s i b l y 
i n t e r c u t t i n g t renches , F.80. T h o u g h u n e x c a v a t e d , the features h a d the 
appearance of f o u n d a t i o n trenches or b e a m slots: s traight e d g e d a n d flat-
e n d e d they w e r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5 a n d 6 metres i n l e n g t h a n d 0.40 - 0 .80m 
w i d e . A n y c o r r e s p o n d i n g p a r a l l e l trenches w o u l d either l ie to the s o u t h , 
b e y o n d the l i m i t of excavat ion , or to the n o r t h beneath the s p r e a d of d a r k 
earth over or f o r m i n g F.83 (see b e l o w ) . 

F.80 
Linear feature or features aligned north-east/south-west, length 6.55m, w i d t h 0.30-
1.00m. The surface f i l l was a dark grey-black clay silt w i t h some charcoal and gravel 
inclusions. Surface finds: 2nd-4th century A D . Phasing: Late. 

A n u n e x c a v a t e d d i t c h l e n g t h , F .88, r a n a p p r o x i m a t e l y s q u a r e to the 
p r i n c i p a l w e s t - s o u t h w e s t / e a s t - n o r t h e a s t a l i g n m e n t of the c r o p m a r k e d 
R o m a n set t lement . 
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F.88 
Ditch cut aligned north-northwest/south-southeast, w i d t h 0.90m. Surface f inds: one 
sherd (undateable). Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

A large i r regular feature, p o s s i b l y a p i t , F.89, ex tended b e y o n d b o t h l i m i t s 
of excavat ion; its s ize a n d f o r m were unseen. E x i t i n g at its eastern s ide w a s 
a short l e n g t h of a s t ra ight -edged f la t -ended feature, F.89, p a r a l l e l to a n d 
n e a r - i d e n t i c a l to those i n F.80. T h o u g h u n e x c a v a t e d , it a g a i n b o r e a 
resemblance to a short b e a m slot. 

F.89 
Large irregular feature, w i d t h 1.50m-2.50m, spanning the w i d t h of the trench. U p p e r 
f i l l a dark silty loam. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.90 
Narrow squared linear feature extending 0.75m north-east from F.89, w i d t h 0.30m. The 
f i l l was as for F.89. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

O n the same a l i g n m e n t as F.88 to its wes t w a s a s h a l l o w a n d s e e m i n g l y 
h e a v i l y t runca ted g u l l y , F.92. Its f i l l , a part of the b lack earth layer F.179, 
w h i l e a p p a r e n t l y c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n the g u l l y ' s w e s t e r n edge w a s seen to 
spread out b e y o n d the feature to the east. The p o s s i b i l i t y remains that the 
g u l l y m a y h a v e s e r v e d , i n t e n t i o n a l l y or o t h e r w i s e , as s o m e f o r m of 
b o u n d a r y to this layer , perhaps w i t h a l o w b a n k at its w e s t e r n s ide or as a 
f ence - l ine . 

F.92 Cut [334] F i l l [329] 
Shallow gul ly , aligned north-west/south-east, w i d t h c. 0.65m at m a x i m u m , depth c. 
0.10m. The f i l l was a dark black-brown silty loam w i t h occasional gravel inclusions. 
The f i l l was contained wi th in the cut at the west but appeared to spread out to the east 
and was similar to the black soil F.179. Excavated finds: [329], late 3rd-4th century A D . 
Phasing: Late. 

The p r i n c i p a l feature w i t h i n the t rench, a n d the m o s t c lear ly d e f i n e d , w a s 
the m e t a l l e d r o a d w a y F.95 w i t h its f l a n k i n g di tches F.94/168 (at the west) 
a n d F.96 (at the east) (Figure 6). A l l three features lay a p p r o x i m a t e l y square 
to the p r i n c i p a l w e s t - s o u t h w e s t / e a s t - n o r t h e a s t a l i g n m e n t of the 
c r o p m a r k e d R o m a n settlement. The m e t a l l i n g of the r o a d w a y w a s p a t c h y , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y at the west , a n d consisted of a s ingle layer of g r a v e l e m b e d d e d 
i n the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l . The r o a d s u r v i v e d to a w i d t h of 4 .10m a n d there 
w a s n o v i s i b l e c a m b e r ; the sur face b e i n g f lat w i t h a v e r y g r a d u a l 
d o w n w a r d s lope to the n o r t h . 

The o r i g i n a l w e s t e r n r o a d s i d e d i t c h , F.168, h a d been re-cut w i t h its base 
some 0.70m further to the east (F.94), b o t h w e r e a s teep-sided U - s h a p e . The 
first cut, p e r h a p s o p e n for longer a n d r e - c u t / c l e a n e d out m o r e of ten , w a s 
s o m e w h a t the b r o a d e r of the t w o . B e t w e e n the bases of the t w o di tches , 
a n d at a s l i g h t l y h igher l eve l , w a s a w e a t h e r i n g c o n e / e a r l i e r d i t c h cut. If a 
d i t c h cut the feature w a s f lat -based (cut [309]) a n d f i l l e d w i t h a n a s h y -
l o o k i n g g r e y - b r o w n c lay silt , [310]. The eastern d i t c h , F.96, h a d been re-cut 
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at least once , v e r y w i d e , u p to 3 .40m, a n d ( re la t ive ly) s h a l l o w . L i t t l e 
r e m a i n e d of the p r i m a r y cut. The re-cut w a s s tepped o n its eastern edge 
w i t h , o n the a lmost l e v e l p l a t f o r m , a n a p p a r e n t l y c o n t e m p o r a r y v e r t i c a l -
s i d e d c i rcular posthole cut, F.173; its f i l l the same as that of the d i t c h above 
it. A t the west the d i t c h edge w a s a gentle s lope u p to the r o a d surface. 

B o t h d i tches h a d b e e n re-cut o n the ir i n n e r ( roads ide) edges p o s s i b l y 
r e d u c i n g the road's w i d t h f r o m a n o r i g i n a l 5.50 - 6.00m. 

A b u l k s a m p l e for f lo ta t ion w a s taken f r o m the p r i m a r y f i l l of F.168 for 
subsequent e n v i r o n m e n t a l analys is (see D i s c u s s i o n ) . 

F.168 Cut [298] Fills [300] 
Ditch cut aligned north-west/south-east, w i d t h 0.85m (truncated at east), depth 0.60m, 
a steep sided and U-shaped. Earlier roadside ditch cut out by ditch re-cut F.96. The 
primary f i l l was a dark grey mottled orange compact sandy silt w i t h common small 
pebbles and charcoal flecks, upper f i l l a fine friable grey-brown gritty clay silt w i t h 
orange /green mott led staining towards top of context, inclusions as lower f i l l . 
Excavated finds: [300] late lst-3rd century A D . Phasing: M i d d l e . 

F.94 Cut [297] Fills [299,301-2] 
Ditch cut aligned north-west/south-east, w i d t h 0.80-1.00m, depth 0.50m, a steep sided 
V-shape w i t h a narrow flat base. The primary f i l l was a dark grey-brown silty clay 
loam w i t h common small pebbles, occasional charcoal fragments, pottery and bone 
fragments, central f i l l a fine friable grey-brown gritty clay silt w i t h orange/green 
mottled staining towards top of context, inclusions as lower f i l l . The upper f i l l [302], 
f i l l ing the ditch depression to a flat interface w i t h the ploughsoi l , was a b lack-brown 
friable silty clay loam w i t h occasional small-large pebbles, limestone, pottery, bone 
and charcoal fragments and very occasional orange staining, part of the black soil layer 
F.179. The ditch cut truncated an earlier ditch, F.168, at its west, cutt ing into the 
roadway at the east. Surface finds: 2nd-4th century A D ; Excavated finds: [299] [301] 
late lst-3rd century A D ; [302] late 2nd-late 4th century A D . Phasing: Late. 

F.95 Surface [353] Layer [352] 
A compact, if in parts patchy, metalled surface, rounded flint pebbles from 10 - 80mm in 
size. A l i g n e d approximately north-west/south-east the surface was flat, w i t h no 
visible camber, but sloped slightly d o w n to the north. Its w i d t h as recorded was 4.10m 
w i t h the surface truncated to the east and petering out to the west, however, both 
roadside ditches were re-cut on their inner edges, into the road surface, and the possible 
init ial w i d t h could have been up to 5.70m. Layer [352] sealed the road, its depth from 
0.05-0.10m, a dark grey-brown gritty silt w i t h frequent gravel inclusions, occasional 
charcoal flecks and frequent pottery sherds l y i n g flat w i t h i n it and on the surface 
below. The layer merged w i t h the upper fills of the ditches at either side. Surface 
finds: 2nd-4th century A D ; Excavated finds: [352] late 2nd-4th century A D . Phasing: 
Late . 

F.96 Cuts [344, 373] Fills [342-3, 351, 360] 
Ditch cut aligned north-west/south-east, the primary cut [344] was c. 0.75m deep and of 
u n k n o w n w i d t h , the re-cut ditch [373] 0.80m deep and 3.40m wide, broad and relatively 
shallow w i t h a stepped eastern edge and gentle slope at the east. The re-cut truncated 
the pr imary ditch on its inner, western side and cut through the road surface. The 
pr imary (truncated) f i l l of cut [344], [343], was a mid-dark grey-brown gravelly silt 
mott led w i t h orange sandy clay natural (weathering), that of the re-cut, [360], a 
compact m i d - d a r k b r o w n / b l a c k si l ty loam w i t h , predominant ly at its western 
(roadside) edge, common gravel inclusions and patches of weathered natural clay. The 
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main f i l l [342], a dark brown/b lack organic silty loam w i t h frequent pottery and bone 
fragments, was part of the black soil layer F.179. The upper f i l l [351], in f i l l ing the 
ditch depression and up to 0.40m deep, was part of the a l l u v i a l clay layer [232]. 
Surface finds: 3rd-4th century A D ; Excavated finds: [342] early 3rd-4th century A D ; 
[343] m i d l s t -mid 3rd century A D ; [360] 2nd-late 3rd century A D . Phasing: Late. 

F.173 Cut [347] F i l l [348] 
A circular vertical-sided posthole cut, diameter 0.35m, depth 0.20m, cut into flat ledge 
at eastern side of ditch F.96. The f i l l was a dark brown/b lack organic silty loam, the 
same as [342] wi th in the ditch and a part of the black soil layer F.179. Phasing: Late. 

T o the east of the r o a d w a y lay the 'busiest' area of archaeologica l ac t iv i ty . 
The latest feature , d i t c h F.98, cut n o r t h - e a s t / s o u t h - w e s t , o n the m a i n 
a l i g n m e n t of the R o m a n settlement, across a concentra t ion of i n t e r c u t t i n g 
pi ts , postholes , slots a n d ditches. The d i t c h , w h i c h r e m a i n e d u n e x c a v a t e d , 
w a s c. 1.00m w i d e a n d ei ther b u t t - e n d e d or t u n e d s o u t h at the w e s t . 
C e r t a i n l y the latest feature i n the area it w a s p e r h a p s one of the latest i n 
the sett lement p e r i o d - the surface c o l l e c t i o n of f i n d s p r o d u c e d 1st - 4 th 
century A D R o m a n pot tery a n d one s m a l l s h e r d w h i c h m a y be of S a x o n 
date. 

F.98 
Ditch aligned north-east/south-west, c. 16m in length, possibly butt-ending or turning 
south-east at the west, w i d t h 0.75-1.35m. The surface f i l l was a very black-brown clay 
silt, pottery-rich, the same as the black soil layer F.179. The ditch cut across the line 
of al l earlier features. Surface finds: late lst-4th century A D plus one possible ?Saxon 
sherd. Phasing: Late. 

T w o g r o u p s of features w e r e v i s i b l e b e n e a t h d i t c h F.98, a l l r e m a i n e d 
u n e x c a v a t e d : 

T o the n o r t h of the d i t c h ( r u n n i n g f r o m west to east); F.99, a n a r r o w t rench 
or slot , r a n b e t w e e n the d i t c h a n d the l i m i t of e x c a v a t i o n - a second slot , 
F.100, entered it at r ight -angles to the west a n d at the ir j u n c t i o n w a s a 
s m a l l p i t (no re la t ionships be tween the features c o u l d be ident i f i ed) ; F.101, 
an i r r e g u l a r p i t w i t h a s i m i l a r f i l l to F.99; F.176, a l i n e of three pos tholes 
p a r a l l e l to F.99; F.177, t w o sides of a squared? feature w i t h a p o s s i b l e 
s takehole at its n o r t h e r n edge ; F.102, a large feature o n l y just v i s i b l e 
be tween the d i t c h a n d the l i m i t of excavat ion . 

F.99 
N a r r o w linear feature aligned north-northwest/south-southwest, length 0.75m - 1.25m 
(extending beyond edge of trench at north and possibly cut out by F98 at south). The 
surface f i l l was a dark green-grey wi th charcoal flecks. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.100 
Irregular feature or features possibly aligned west-southwest/east-northeast, width(s) 
0.30m, length(s) c. 1.00m. The fills at the surface were as for F.99. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.101 
Irregular feature, length 1.50m, w i d t h 0.25-0.55m. The surface f i l l was as for F.99. 
Surface finds: late lst-4th century A D . Phasing: U n k n o w n . 
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F.102 
Large feature, length east-northeast/west-southwest 3.75m, possibly truncated at south 
by F.98. The surface f i l l was a dark brown-black mott led w i t h orange clay and 
charcoal. Surface finds: early 2nd-early 4th century A D . Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.176 
Three possible postholes al igned north-northwest/south-southeast, diameters 0.15-
0.30m. The fills at the surface were a pale grey-brown silt. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.177 
T w o sides of a square (?) feature, visible size 0.50m x 0.30m. The surface f i l l was a 
patchy dark grey w i t h orange-grey natural beneath. Probably heavily truncated by 
machining and cut out to east by F.102 and to south by F.98. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

B e y o n d the di tch 's s o u t h e r n edge w e r e a series of s e v e n l inear features , 
F.103 - 109, most , but perhaps not a l l , w e r e p r o b a b l y n a r r o w di tches , - their 
a l i g n m e n t s v a r i e d f r o m n o r t h / s o u t h r o u n d to e a s t / w e s t . B y the c o l o u r 
a n d c o m p o s i t i o n of their f i l l s a n d f i n d s a n d s t ra t igraphic e v i d e n c e , some 
of the ditches can be loose ly p h a s e d a n d m a y s p a n the sett lement p e r i o d 
f r o m ear ly t h r o u g h to late R o m a n . A t the s o u t h e r n l i m i t of e x c a v a t i o n , 
b e t w e e n di tches F.107 a n d F.108, a n u n i d e n t i f i e d l i n e a r or 'p i t ' f ea ture , 
F.178, w a s just v i s i b l e . 

F.103 
Ditch aligned north-west/south-east, w i d t h 0,75m. The surface f i l l was a light grey-
brown silt w i t h clay and limestone fragments. Cut by F.98 at north. Surface finds: 2nd-
3rd century A D . Phasing: M i d d l e . 

F.104 
Ditch aligned north-west/south-east possibly turning to north-east at the north, w i d t h 
c. 0.30m. The surface f i l l was a black silt w i t h some clay. C u t by F.98 at north . 
Phasing: Unknown. 

F.105 
Ditch aligned north-west /south-east possibly turning to north-east at north, w i d t h c. 
0.50m. The surface f i l l was a mid- l ight b r o w n clay silt mottled w i t h y e l l o w - b r o w n 
clay w i t h some charcoal. Cut by F.98 at north. Surface finds: late ls t -3rd century A D . 
Phasing: M i d d l e . 

F.106 
D i t c h al igned north-west/south-east , w i d t h c. 0.70m. The surface f i l l was a dark 
brown silt. Cut by F.98 at north. Surface finds: 2nd-3rd century A D . Phasing: M i d d l e . 

F.107 
Ditch aligned roughly nor th/south , w i d t h c. 0.75m. The surface f i l l was dark grey-
black silts w i t h clay, charcoal and gravel inclusions. C u t by F.98 at north. Surface 
finds: late lst-4th century A D . Phasing: Late. 

F.108 
Ditch aligned east/west, w i d t h c. 0.80m. The surface f i l l was a mid-dark b r o w n silty 
clay w i t h charcoal fragments throughout and some small gravel. Cut by F.107 at north. 
Surface finds: early 2nd-mid 3rd century A D . Phasing: M i d d l e . 
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F.109 
Ditch aligned north-west/south-east, w i d t h 0.75m. The surface f i l l was a dark b r o w n 
clay silt w i t h charcoal fragments throughout and some small gravel. C u t by F.98 at 
north. Surface finds: late 1st century A D . Phasing: Early. 

F.178 
Feature at l imit of trench, visible size 1.30m north-east/south-west, 0.15m wide . The 
surface f i l l was a m i d b r o w n clay silt mottled w i t h orange clay and some charcoal. 
Possibly cut by F.107 at west. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

O u t s i d e this m a i n g r o u p the features became re la t ive ly sparse: 

A d i t c h , F .110, o n a n o r t h - n o r t h w e s t / s o u t h - s o u t h e a s t a l i g n m e n t ; a l i n e a r 
or 'p i t ' f ea ture at the n o r t h e r n l i m i t of e x c a v a t i o n , F . l l l ; a l a rge 
p o s t h o l e / s m a l l p i t , F.112; a p i t either cut t ing or cut b y F . l l l , F.113; a second 
d i t c h o n the same a l i g n m e n t as F.110, F.116. N o n e of these features w e r e 
excavated b u t surface f i n d s m a y place t h e m i n a n E a r l y - M i d d l e R o m a n 
phase. A l l w e r e f i l l e d b y a fa i r ly u n i f o r m d a r k silt . 

F.110 
Ditch aligned north-northwest/south-southeast, w i d t h 1.00m. The surface f i l l was a 
dark b r o w n clay silt w i t h charcoal fragments throughout and some smal l gravel . 
Surface finds: early-mid 2nd century A D . Phasing: Early. 

F . l l l 
Linear feature at northern edge of trench, al igned east-northeast/ west-southwest, 
length 6.25m, visible w i d t h to 0.50m. The surface f i l l was a dark silt . Phasing: 
Unknown. 

F.112 
Pit or posthole, 0.85m x 0.65m. The surface f i l l was a dark s i l t . Surface finds: late 1st-
2nd century A D . Phasing: Early. 

F.113 
Pit or butt-end of ditch aligned north-northwest/south-southeast. The surface f i l l was 
a dark s i l t . Cut or was cut by F . l l l . Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.116 
Di tch aligned roughly nor th/south , w i d t h 0.70m. The surface f i l l was a dark silt . 
Phasing: Unknown. 

The last t w o features i n the t rench w e r e s a m p l e excavated. F.117, a b r o a d 
s h a l l o w d i t c h o n an e a s t / w e s t a l ignment , h a d a flat base p i t t e d w i t h s m a l l 
near -c i rcular depress ions - the hoof p r i n t s of cattle. F .121 , a l i g n e d n o r t h -
w e s t / south-east w a s V - s h a p e d w i t h a s l ight slot at the base. The d i t c h f i l l s 
of F.117 w e r e sealed flat b y the a l l u v i a l l ayer [232]; e x c a v a t i o n of F.121 
p r o d u c e d pot tery dated to the 1st century A D t h o u g h the u p p e r par t of the 
d i t c h w a s i n f i l l e d b y the a l l u v i u m . 

F.117 Cut [303] Fills [304, 314-7] 
A broad shallow U-shaped ditch cut aligned approximately west/east, w i d t h to 1.30m, 
depth 0.40m, at its base were 25-30 small sub-circular depressions c. 0.15m diameter and 
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0.05-0.10m deep, forming no regular pattern and often merging w i t h each other. The 
basal f i l l [304] a dark grey silt w i t h clay and sand inclusions and some weathering at 
the sides, f i l l at centre a thick band of m i d orange sand w i t h some gravel inclusions. 
Above the sand a light grey silty f i l l similar to [304] wi th patches of dark humic soil at 
its top. The fi l ls were sealed flat by a band of a l l u v i a l clay, part of layer [232]. 
Excavated finds: [304] mid-late 2nd century A D . Phasing: M i d d l e . 

F.121 Cut [282] F i l l [283] 
Ditch cut aligned north-west/south-east, w i d t h 1.15m, depth 0.60m, a steep V-shape 
w i t h a slight slot at the base. The f i l l was a mid-dark grey sl ightly sandy silt w i t h 
moderate gravel inclusions, slot at base a browner grey w i t h some weathered natural 
sand/clay. The ditch depression was infi l led by a l luvia l clay [232]. Excavated finds: 
[283] 1st century A D . Phasing: Early. 

Trench I I I 

B e y o n d the w e s t e r n extent of the sett lement p r o p e r T r e n c h III r e v e a l e d 
o n l y three features of R o m a n or p r o b a b l e R o m a n o r i g i n a n d one p o s t -
M e d i e v a l f i e l d d i t c h . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

A b r o a d deep re-cut d i t c h , F.75, at the n o r t h e r n l i m i t of the t rench w a s o n 
the m a i n n o r t h - e a s t / s o u t h - w e s t a l i g n m e n t of the c r o p m a r k se t t lement . 
W h i l e excavat ion a n d surface co l lec t ion p r o d u c e d e x c l u s i v e l y ear ly pot tery 
(1st - ear ly 2 n d century A D ) the u p p e r t h i r d of the d i t c h w a s i n f i l l e d b y the 
a l l u v i a l c lay [232] (Figure 6). 

F.75 Cut [285] Fills [284, 265-7] 
Ditch cut aligned north-east/south-west, w i d t h 1.85m, depth to 0.75m, steep-sided to a 
rounded flat base. The ditch was a re-cut of an original visible at the southern side of 
the base. The pr imary f i l l of the ini t ia l cut was a loose creamy grey sandy clay silt 
w i t h rusty mottl ing, moderate gravel and rare charcoal inclusions. The pr imary f i l l of 
the re-cut was a m i d grey sandy clay silt w i t h occasional small gravel inclusions, main 
f i l l a dark grey-brown, mottled rust, compact silty clay w i t h rare gravel inclusions. 
The ditch depression was inf i l led by a l luvia l clay [232]. Excavated f inds: [267] 1st 
century A D ; [284] late lst-early 2nd century A D . Phasing: Early. 

P a r a l l e l to F.75, just n o r t h of the j u n c t i o n w i t h T r e n c h II, w a s a s h a l l o w 
d i t c h or g u l l y , F.76. Excavated a n d surface f i n d s were datable to the 2 n d -
3 r d century a n d a s l ight depress ion at the top of the d i t c h w a s i n f i l l e d b y 
the a l l u v i a l c lay [232]. 

F.76 Cut [295] Fills [296, 307] 
Di tch cut aligned north-east/south-west, w i d t h to 0.95m, depth 0.25m, a w i d e steep 
sided V-shape w i t h narrow flat base. The f i l l was a m i d grey sandy clay silt w i t h 
occasional gravel and charcoal inclusions. A slight depression at the top of the ditch 
was in f i l l ed by a l luv ia l clay [232]. Surface finds and [296], 2nd-3rd century A D . 
Phasing: E a r l y / M i d d l e . 

A n e a s t / w e s t f i e l d d i t c h , F.77, w a s the sole p o s t - M e d i e v a l feature (the sole 
n o n - R o m a n feature) r e c o r d e d w i t h i n the se t t lement area. It w a s also 
recorded i n Test Stat ion 4 to the west . 
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F.77 Cut [249] F i l l [250] 
Di tch cut aligned east/west, w i d t h 1.40m, depth 0.60m, a steep V-shape w i t h narrow 
curved base. The f i l l was a m i d grey-brown silty clay loam wi th lenses of i ron staining, 
moderate gravel inclusions and frequent decayed roots, particularly along the southern 
edge. Surface finds: early 2nd century A D - m o d e r n . Phasing: Post-Medieval. 

S o u t h of the j u n c t i o n w i t h T r e n c h II o n l y one archaeo log ica l feature w a s 
recorded , a n o v a l posthole . N o f inds were recovered. 

F.78 Cut [262] F i l l [263] 
A n oval posthole cut, 0.45m x 0.36m, near-vertical sides to a flat base. The f i l l was a 
m i d grey-brown loam w i t h occasional gravel and charcoal fragments. Phas ing: 
Unknown. 

T r e n c h I V 

M u c h of the c o v e r i n g layer of 'black earth' F.179 w a s left i n s i t u , m a k i n g 
clear ident i f i ca t ion of the features i n the t rench d i f f i cu l t . O n l y t w o features 
were sample excavated a n d are thus c lear ly d e f i n e d . 

In the co l lec t ion f r o m the surface of the m a c h i n e s p o i l heaps 144 sherds of 
R o m a n o - B r i t i s h pot tery w e r e recovered , the ma jor i ty f r o m the b l a c k ear th 
layer , the date range of the m a t e r i a l s p a n n e d the ent ire R o m a n p e r i o d 
f r o m the late 1st to the 4th centuries A D . T h e m a c h i n e s p o i l f r o m the 
l o w e r levels of the t rench also p r o d u c e d a s m a l l c o r r o d e d c o i n ( t h o u g h 
there w a s n o e v i d e n t c i r c u l a t i o n w e a r ) . T h e c o i n , a C o n s t a n t i n i a n 
c o m m e m o r a t i v e issue, w a s m i n t e d b e t w e e n A D 330 - 335, a n d p r o v i d e s a 
t ight 'earliest date' for its d e p o s i t i o n . The lack of c i r c u l a t i o n w e a r w o u l d 
seem to p u t this n o later than the m i d d l e of the 4th century ( A p p e n d i x 6). 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

A t the s o u t h of the t rench, at the j u n c t i o n w i t h T r e n c h II, the n a r r o w d i t c h 
F.106 w a s seen to c o n t i n u e in to the centre of the t r e n c h before b e i n g 
t runcated at r ight-angles b y a s m a l l d i t c h or g u l l y F.85 p a r a l l e l to the late 
d i t c h F.98. The g u l l y w a s not seen to extend w e s t w a r d s in to T r e n c h II a n d 
m u s t either butt or t u r n w i t h i n the next 3 - 4 m . 

F.85 
N a r r o w ditch or gul ly aligned north-east/south-west, w i d t h 0.55m. The surface f i l l 
was a dark grey-black clay silt w i t h some gravel and charcoal inclusions. Surface 
finds: 3rd century A D . Phasing: Late. 

B e y o n d F.85 a n d s e e m i n g l y c o n t i n u o u s w i t h F.106 ( t h o u g h the s u d d e n 
m a r k e d change i n s ize w o u l d m a k e this u n l i k e l y ) a b r o a d d i t c h F.169 r a n 
p a r a l l e l a n d to (and b e y o n d ) the east s ide of the t r e n c h . A sec t ion cut 
across the d i t c h revealed a w i d e V - s h a p e d p r o f i l e w i t h a p o i n t e d base a n d 
at the eastern s ide a step u p to a n a r r o w p l a t f o r m or u p s t a n d of n a t u r a l 
s u b s o i l . B e y o n d the u p s t a n d a flat 'terrace' cut c. 0 .15m deep e x t e n d e d 
b e y o n d the l i m i t of excavat ion . The p r i m a r y f i l l s of the d i t c h h a d a peaty 

24 



consistency a n d h a d a h i g h organic content. B e t w e e n the l o w e r f i l l s a n d 
the m a i n u p p e r f i l l w e r e severa l f ragments of l i m e s t o n e b u i l d i n g stone 
a n d a thick lens of redeposi ted n a t u r a l c lay a n d grave l (Figure 6). 

A b u l k s a m p l e for f l o t a t i o n w a s taken f r o m the p r i m a r y f i l l of F.169 for 
subsequent e n v i r o n m e n t a l analys is (see D i s c u s s i o n ) . 

F.169 Cuts [323, 324] Fills [325-8, 339] 
Ditch cut aligned north-west/south-east [324], w i d t h 1.10m, depth 0.50m, steep sided to 
a narrow rounded base. A t the east a near-vertical cut at the top forms the western edge 
of an upstand of natural clay c. 0.30m wide and 0.15m high. The eastern edge of the 
upstand was formed by a flat-based ?terrace cut [324], 0.15m deep and 0.30m w i d e , 
extending beyond the l imit of excavation (fill [327]). The pr imary f i l l of the ditch [328] 
was a dense friable black organic, almost peaty, silt, over fine grey silts w i t h frequent 
small gravel inclusions. The upper f i l l [326] was a mottled b lack/brown/orange/green 
fine sandy silt wi th occasional small gravel, bone and charcoal fragments and frequent 
pottery sherds. Towards the south of the excavated section the f i l l contained a thick 
lens of redeposited natural c lay/gravel and there were occasional limestone fragments 
along the eastern edge. The f i l l of the terrace cut was the same as f i l l [326]. A t the 
trench edge f i l l [326] was seen to be sealed flat by the black soil layer f i l l ing the top of 
ditch F.87, a part of F.179. Surface finds: lst-4th century A D ; Excavated finds: [325], 
[326], [328] and [339] late lst-late 3rd century A D ; [327] 2nd century A D . Phasing: 
M i d d l e . 

T o the n o r t h of the excavated sect ion the l ine of F.169 w a s lost benea th a 
c o v e r i n g of b lack s o i l for the l ength of the trench. H o w e v e r , at the centre 
of the t rench a s h a l l o w d i p i n f i l l e d w i t h a l l u v i a l c lay be t rayed the presence 
of F.87, a d i t c h cut t ing at r ight-angles across its l ine . The u p p e r par t of F.87 
w a s excavated w h e r e it cut t h r o u g h the c o n t i n u a t i o n of the u p s t a n d at the 
east of F.169. 

F.87 Cut [337] F i l l [338] 
Unexcavated ditch cut aligned north-east/south-west, w i d t h 1.25m, depth u n k n o w n , 
cut across F.169 at right-angles. The upper f i l l was similar to and probably a part of 
the black soil layer F.169. Surface finds: m i d 2nd-mid 4th century A D . Excavated 
finds: [338] early 2nd-mid 3rd century A D . Phasing: Late. 

A t the far n o r t h e r n e n d a second sect ion w a s excavated across the w i d t h of 
the t rench. The m a i n d i t c h thus revea led , F.86, w h i l e c o n t i n u i n g the l i n e 
of F .106/F.169 w a s b o t h of a di f ferent f o r m , w i t h a w i d e flat s lot ted base, 
a n d dif ferent f i l l , a far less organic s a n d y si l t . A t the w e s t e r n s ide of F.86, 
a n d c o n t i n u o u s w i t h i t , d i t c h F.167 e n t e r e d at r i g h t - a n g l e s , o n l y i ts 
s o u t h e r n edge fe l l w i t h i n the t rench (F igure 6). Its f i l l s w e r e c o n t i n u o u s 
w i t h those of F.86. The u p p e r f i l l of the ditches w a s covered b y a t h i n b a n d 
of the b l a c k ear th F.179 a n d the centra l d e p r e s s i o n w a s i n f i l l e d b y the 
a l l u v i a l c l a y [232]. P o l l e n m o n o l i t h s a m p l e s w e r e t a k e n t h r o u g h the 
sect ion e x p o s e d to the n o r t h a n d a b u l k s a m p l e for f l o t a t i o n w a s t a k e n 
f r o m the p r i m a r y f i l l of F.86 for subsequent e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n a l y s i s (see 
D i s c u s s i o n ) . 
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F.86 Cut [291] Fills [288-90, 308, 311] 
D i t c h cut a l igned north-west/south-east , w i d t h 0.90m, depth 0.55m, steep s ided 
(particularly at west) to an uneven flat base w i t h a broad slot at the west c. 0.10m deep. 
The ditch was continuous w i t h F.167 w h i c h entered on its western edge. The pr imary 
and main f i l l [289] was a friable grey-brown sandy silt, mottled w i t h orange Fe-stained 
sand and grey-black from charcoal fragments, slightly greyer and siltier towards the 
base. The upper f i l l [288] was a grey black fine sandy silt w i t h common charcoal flecks 
and two bands of washed sandy silt, was similar to and possibly a part of the black soil 
layer F.179. The ditch depression was inf i l led by [308], a band of a l luvia l clay up to 
0.25m deep and part of layer [232]. Surface finds: late lst-2nd century A D . Excavated 
finds: [288], [289] and [290] late lst-late 3rd century A D . Phasing: M i d d l e / L a t e . 

F.167 Cut [292] Fills [288-9, 308] 
Di tch cut al igned approximately west/east, continuous w i t h F.86 at its east, w i d t h 
u n k n o w n , m a x i m u m depth excavated 0.45m. The fills were exactly as, and continuous 
w i t h , those of F.86. Phasing: M i d d l e / L a t e . 

Trench X I V 

A n a d d i t i o n a l t rench w a s excavated p e r p e n d i c u l a r to T r e n c h II at the p o i n t 
w h e r e the poss ib le b e a m s l o t s / f o u n d a t i o n trenches F.80 (see above) w e r e 
seen t ight u p against its n o r t h e r n edge. 

In the co l l ec t ion f r o m the surface of the m a c h i n e s p o i l heaps 51 sherds of 
R o m a n o - B r i t i s h p o t t e r y w e r e r e c o v e r e d , the m a j o r i t y f r o m the ' b l a c k 
earth' layer F.179, the date range of the m a t e r i a l s p a n n e d the entire R o m a n 
p e r i o d f r o m the late 1st to the 4th centuries A D . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

B e y o n d the n o r t h e r n edge of F.80 w e r e t w o sub-c i rcu lar p i t s or pos tholes , 
F.81 a n d F.82, (poss ibly regular patches of f ire-affected subsoi l ) , nei ther w a s 
excavated. 

F.81 
Sub-circular pit or posthole, diameter c. 0.60m. The surface f i l l was an ashy grey-black 
silt wi th charcoal inclusions. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

F.82 
Sub-circular pit or posthole, diameter c. 0.40m. The surface f i l l was an ashy grey-black 
silt wi th charcoal inclusions. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

The w h o l e of the centra l par t of the t rench w a s o c c u p i e d b y a s p r e a d of 
m a t e r i a l s i m i l a r to (and p r o b a b l y the same as) the b l a c k ear th F.179. A 
d e p r e s s i o n at its w e s t e r n edge i n f i l l e d w i t h a l l u v i a l c l a y w a s p a r t i a l l y 
excavated for a b u l k s a m p l e of the b l a c k s o i l a n d w h i l e n o clear feature 
emerged the area has been assigned Feature N o . F.83. 

F.83 F i l l [372] 
A large irregular area sealed by [372], a layer of black organic soi l s imilar to and 
probably a part of F.179. Surface finds: m i d 2nd-4th century A D . Phasing: Late. 
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T o the n o r t h of F.83 a n eas t /wes t feature F.84 w a s s a m p l e excavated based 
o n the (false) a s s u m p t i o n that it w a s another d i t c h - the c o v e r i n g of b l a c k 
ear th a n d the s e e m i n g h o m o g e n e i t y of its surface f i l l c o m p o u n d i n g the 
a s s u m p t i o n . H o w e v e r , o n e x c a v a t i o n the fea ture w a s s h a l l o w w i t h 
i r r e g u l a r edges a n d the f i l l s to the n o r t h a n d east s u b t l y d i f ferent . T h e 
u n e x c a v a t e d p o r t i o n to the w e s t , w h e n c l e a n e d of i ts d a r k c o v e r i n g 
s h o w e d p e r h a p s t w o or three separate f i l l s a n d the w h o l e is l i k e l y to 
represent as m a n y separate i n d i v i d u a l s h a l l o w features. 

F.84 Cut [293] F i l l [294] 
A broad feature, or possibly two intercutting features, pits or shallow ditches, c. 1.35m 
n o r t h / s o u t h and c. 0.35m deep. The f i l l was a friable grey-brown sandy silt w i t h 
occasional charcoal flecks and s m a l l - m e d i u m gravel , covered by a th in layer of 
b l a c k / b r o w n loam similar to F.179. Surface finds: late lst-3rd century A D ; Excavated 
finds: [294] 3rd-4th century A D . Phasing: Late. 

B e y o n d F.84, a n d b e a r i n g a d i rec t b u t u n k n o w n r e l a t i o n s h i p to it at the 
west , w a s a further feature, F.174, its surface f i l l s i m i l a r to that of F.84. Its 
edges w e r e w e l l d e f i n e d a n d w h i l e p o s s i b l y a k i n to F.84 it h a d m o r e of the 
appearance of a d i t c h . 

F.174 
Ditch aligned north-north-east/south-southwest, w i d t h 1.30m. The surface f i l l was as 
for F.84. Phasing: U n k n o w n . 

Test S t a t i o n 4 

F.77 
See Trench III. 

N o archaeological features were recorded i n Test Stat ion 8. 
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Figure 6: C e n t r a l A r e a Sections 
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Discussion 

F o r genera l d i s c u s s i o n of Trenches II, III, I V a n d X I V the loose p h a s i n g 
p e r i o d s ass igned to the features w i l l be u s e d i n an at tempt to present a n 
o v e r a l l p i c t u r e of the p o s s i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t a n d a b a n d o n m e n t of the 
se t t l ement area . H o w e v e r , i t m u s t be re -s ta ted that u n t i l f u r t h e r 
excavat ion a l l p h a s i n g has to be seen as p u r e l y p r o v i s i o n a l . T w o p a r t i c u l a r 
p r o b l e m s s h o u l d also be taken into account: a feature ass igned to a later 
p h a s e b y its f i n a l i n f i l l i n g / a b a n d o n m e n t m a y h a v e o r i g i n a l l y b e e n 
d u g / c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g an ear l ier one , the p r i n c i p a l e x a m p l e b e i n g the 
r o a d w a y t h r o u g h the settlement w h i c h p r o b a b l y spans the entire p e r i o d of 
the o c c u p a t i o n ; s o m e features are a s s i g n e d p h a s i n g p u r e l y o n f i n d s 
r e c o v e r e d u p o n surface c l e a n i n g w h i c h m a y w e l l be e i ther r e s i d u a l or 
i n t r u s i v e - p a r t i c u l a r l y the latter, d u e to the coverage of the ar te fact - r ich 
so i l layer F.179. 

The m a i n area of sett lement-related ac t iv i ty lay o n the eastern s ide of the 
r o a d w a y , to the west the area of denser ac t iv i ty m a y extend n o m o r e t h a n 
15 - 20m - b y T r e n c h III the settlement features have a p p a r e n t l y g i v e n w a y 
to enclosed f ie lds . 

E a r l y P e r i o d 

The r o a d that passed t h r o u g h the sett lement area, w h e t h e r it is i n fact the 
F e n C a u s e w a y or just a m i n o r r o a d s p e c i f i c a l l y for access i n t o the 
sett lement , has to be ass igned i n i t i a l l y to the ear ly p e r i o d of the site's 
occupat ion . The F e n C a u s e w a y is thought to have been constructed i n the 
latter par t of the f i rs t c e n t u r y A D a n d the q u a n t i t y of e a r l y p o t t e r y 
r e c o v e r e d f r o m the s i te , b o t h f r o m sur face f i n d s a n d f r o m w i t h i n 
excavated features, indicates that the i n i t i a l stages of the sett lement m u s t 
have been l a i d out at, or s o o n after, this t i m e . The extens ive q u a r r y i n g 
r e c o r d e d just to the east of A r e a A ( M o r t i m e r 1995) m u s t h a v e b e e n 
p r o v i d i n g g r a v e l e i ther for the f o u n d a t i o n of the F e n C a u s e w a y as i t 
crossed the fen f r o m P e t e r b o r o u g h to W h i t t l e s e y I s land or for subsequent 
major repairs to its surface - at least 2000 -2500m 2 (1200 - 1500m 3) of g r a v e l 
h a d been extracted (Figure 8). The , a d m i t t e d l y f e w , f i n d s r e c o v e r e d f r o m 
excavat ion of the quarries p o i n t e d to a first century A D date. 

W i t h the r o a d w o u l d h a v e c o m e se t t lement , i f o n l y i n i t i a l l y b y the 
m i l i t a r y . The n o r t h e r n t ip of W h i t t l e s e y I s land w o u l d h a v e been the 'first 
a n d last' of a c h a i n of sett lements across the i n t e r i o r of the Fens f r o m 
P e t e r b o r o u g h to the h i g h e r g r o u n d to the east at D e n v e r i n N o r f o l k . A t 
M a r c h , the next i s l a n d - l a n d i n g of the F e n C a u s e w a y , the set t lement of 
G r a n d f o r d (l ike the settlement at W h i t t l e s e y , s i tuated at the n o r t h - w e s t e r n 
t ip of the is land) m a y have g r o w n u p a r o u n d the site of a R o m a n fort. The 
F e n C a u s e w a y makes a r i g h t - a n g l e d t u r n a r o u n d the fort w h i c h , t h o u g h 
unexcavated , is v i s ib le o n aerial p h o t o g r a p h s (Potter 1981). 
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O f the features r e c o r d e d w i t h i n the test t renches a f e w are p o s s i b l y 
at t r ibutable to this ear ly phase . The features are p r i m a r i l y d i t ches , t w o 
r u n n i n g r o u g h l y p a r a l l e l to the r o a d to its east a n d t w o at 90° to it to the 
west (F.109, F.121; F.75, F.76). The di tches m a y m a r k d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n 
broader enclosures set out to either s ide of the r o a d , a n d c o u l d h a v e been 
e i ther se t t lement - or a g r i c u l t u r e - r e l a t e d . T w o f u r t h e r , u n e x c a v a t e d , 
features, F.110, a d i t c h at a n o b l i q u e angle east of F.109, a n d a p o s t h o l e 
beside it , F.112, m a y also be of an early date. 

M i d d l e P e r i o d 

The outer of the t w o ditches w h i c h l ine the wes tern s ide of the r o a d , F.168, 
w o u l d appear to h a v e i n f i l l e d - a n d not been re-cut / c l e a n e d a g a i n - at 
some stage d u r i n g the m i d d l e R o m a n p e r i o d , the f i n d s r e c o v e r e d f r o m 
w i t h i n its f i l l s date u p to the t h i r d century but not b e y o n d . The d i t c h h a d 
been r e - d u g about a metre to the east (F.94), c u t t i n g into the r o a d surface 
a n d thereby n a r r o w i n g it. The same has occurred at the eastern s ide of the 
r o a d w i t h the w i d e re-cutt ing of d i t c h F.96, here o n l y the v e r y l o w e r part of 
the earl ier d i t c h s u r v i v e s . 

M i d d l e p e r i o d ac t iv i ty centres o n T r e n c h I V to the east of the r o a d . F o u r of 
the s m a l l di tches at the s o u t h of d i t c h F.98 (F.103, F.105, F.106 a n d F.108) 
h a d surface f i n d s d a t i n g to n o later t h a n the t h i r d c e n t u r y A D . N o 
interpretat ion can be g i v e n as yet for these features. T w o features take u p 
the l ength a n d b r e a d t h of T r e n c h I V ( f rom south) , F.169 a n d F.86, t h o u g h 
their forms a n d l o w e r f i l l s d i f fer there is n o t h i n g i n the f i n d s e v i d e n c e to 
separate the t w o ditches . T h e i r l ine a n d the fact that b o t h w e r e sealed b y 
the black so i l layer F.179 c o u l d suggest that F.169 becomes or feeds in to F.86 
at a p o i n t s o m e w h e r e b e y o n d the later d i t c h F.87 w h i c h cuts across the 
centre of the t rench . F.86 ( w i t h the e a s t / w e s t f e e d i n g d i t c h F.167) has 
n o t h i n g to differentiate it f r o m a s tandard f i e l d / d r a i n a g e d i t c h . 

F.169, w i t h its ra ised p l a t f o r m of n a t u r a l s u b s o i l cut a w a y to the east in to a 
f lat terrace a n d the l i m e s t o n e b u i l d i n g f r a g m e n t s a l o n g the d i t c h s i d e , 
deserves closer at tent ion. The c o m b i n a t i o n of d i t c h , p l a t f o r m a n d terrace 
c o u l d represent one s ide of a s t ructure w i t h a p l a t f o r m for a stone w a l l 
f o u n d a t i o n a n d adjacent d r a i n a g e d i t c h . E x a m p l e s of s u c h a b u i l d i n g 
technique are p e r h a p s m o r e c o m m o n i n the M e d i e v a l a n d p o s t - M e d i e v a l 
p e r i o d t h a n i n the R o m a n a n d if the p l a t f o r m does represent a stone-based 
w a l l t h e n i t is p o s s i b l e that it w a s of m i l i t a r y ra ther t h a n d o m e s t i c 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . H o w e v e r , t w o other excavated set t lement sites a l o n g the 
F e n C a u s e w a y ( G r a n d f o r d & F laggrass ; Potter 1981) s h o w a m o v e a w a y 
f r o m t imber f rame to stone-based b u i l d i n g s i n the ear ly 4 th century . The 
l imes tone h a d been t r a n s p o r t e d , a l o n g the F e n C a u s e w a y , f r o m the east 
M i d l a n d s . 

F l o t a t i o n of e n v i r o n m e n t a l s a m p l e s t a k e n f r o m the bases of the t w o 
ditches p r o d u c e d v e r y g o o d results w i t h preserva t ion of the p l a n t r e m a i n s 
g e n e r a l l y v e r y h i g h . C h a r r e d p l a n t r e m a i n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the s p i k l e t s , 
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grains a n d g l u m e bases of e m m e r a n d / o r spelt w h e a t , oats a n d h u l l e d 
bar ley , w e r e f o u n d to be a b u n d a n t i n the s a m p l e t a k e n f r o m the base of 
F.169. The cereal remains p r o b a b l y represent p r o c e s s i n g waste a n d c o u l d 
p o i n t to one p o s s i b l e f u n c t i o n for a n y s t ructure w h i c h s t o o d above the 
d i t c h . The s a m p l e also c o n t a i n e d some w e t l a n d species (e.g. sedge) b u t 
o t h e r w i s e c o n t a i n e d a f a i r l y t y p i c a l ( w i l d ) a r a b l e f l o r a . F .86 , of 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y the s a m e p e r i o d a n d p o s s i b l y e v e n the s a m e d i t c h , 
conta ined a l l the same cereal species b u t i n far l o w e r quanti t ies a l o n g w i t h 
m o r e t y p i c a l grass land plants . The counts for w e t l a n d f lora w e r e h i g h e r , 
w i t h four species present. 

The results f r o m the p o l l e n ana lys i s of the d i t c h f i l l (F.86) a n d the b l a c k 
e a r t h a b o v e it s u p p o r t those of the f l o t a t i o n , i l l u s t r a t i n g a n o p e n 
e n v i r o n m e n t w i t h v e r y f e w trees g r o w i n g i n the l o c a l area. T h e site, at 
this p e r i o d , appears to have been a rather wet habitat s u p p o r t i n g grass a n d 
sedge v e g e t a t i o n t h o u g h w i t h some e v i d e n c e of cereal c u l t i v a t i o n a n d 
pastoral ac t iv i ty . 

A b r o a d a n d f a i r l y s h a l l o w d i t c h to the east, F.117, r u n n i n g at a n o b l i q u e 
angle to the other features, a lmost d i r e c t l y e a s t / w e s t , h a d b e e n h e a v i l y 
d i s turbed at its base b y the passage of cattle, the hoof pr in ts s t i l l clear i n the 
sandy c lay n a t u r a l subso i l . 

L a t e P e r i o d 

T h e r o a d w a y w i t h its b r o a d e r re -cut d i t c h e s c o n t i n u e d to f u n c t i o n 
t h r o u g h o u t the late p e r i o d . The t h i n layer c o v e r i n g its surface w a s s i m i l a r 
to the s u r r o u n d i n g b l a c k s o i l , F.179, b u t m o r e c o m p a c t a n d g r i t t i e r , i t 
conta ined , as d i d the surface itself, pot tery d a t i n g u p to the f o u r t h c e n t u r y 
A D . W i t h i n the b r o a d eastern r o a d s i d e d i t c h , o n the outer s l o p i n g shelf , 
w a s a c i rcu lar a n d ver t i ca l s i d e d posthole F.173, its f i l l c o n t e m p o r a r y w i t h 
the latest, p r e - a l l u v i a l , f i l l of the d i t c h . O n l y a one metre w i d e slot w a s 
excavated t h r o u g h the d i t c h a n d it is not k n o w n w h e t h e r the pos tho le is a 
s ingle feature or one of a n extended l ine of posts. If part of a l ine of posts 
they c o u l d be spaced f r o m 0.40m apart u p w a r d s a n d the ir f u n c t i o n c a n 
o n l y be guessed at. If c losely spaced they m a y have f o r m e d a fencel ine or 
revetment a l o n g the d i t c h edge, perhaps as a b o u n d a r y to the m a i n area of 
the m i d d e n . A s u g g e s t i o n has been m a d e ( D . H a l l pers. c o m m . ) that i f 
w e l l - s p a c e d , the posts m a y h a v e m a r k e d the l ine r o a d i n t imes of f l o o d 
w h e n silts a n d water m a s k e d its course - s i m i l a r to the posts w h i c h m a r k 
out roads l iable to h e a v y s n o w s . 

The p r i m a r y f i l l of the r e - c u t t i n g of d i t c h F.96, p r o d u c e d , a l o n g w i t h 
p o t t e r y d a t i n g to the 2 n d - late 3 r d c e n t u r y , a s m a l l R o m a n c o i n , a 
ses ter t ius . T h e c o i n w a s c o r r o d e d a n d w o r n . Ses te r t i i c o m m o n l y 
c i r c u l a t e d i n B r i t a i n d u r i n g the m i d 1st a n d 2 n d centur ies A D , the i r 
c i r c u l a t i o n r a p i d l y d e c r e a s e d after the e n d of the 2 n d c e n t u r y a n d 
p r o d u c t i o n comple te ly ceased a r o u n d A D 260. 
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The m a i n features to the east of the r o a d w e r e three r o u g h l y p a r a l l e l 
di tches at r ight -angles to it . The t w o larger , F.87 a n d F.98, w e r e c. 8 .50m 
apart , a s m a l l d i t c h / g u l l y , F.85, r a n to the n o r t h of F.98. R u n n i n g 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y w i t h the contours of the l a n d these di tches cannot be seen 
s i m p l y as d r a i n a g e b u t m a y h a v e b e e n p a r t of a r e m o d e l l i n g of the 
settlement a n d , i f F.169 - w h i c h they cut across - represents some f o r m of 
s tructure, then a f a i r l y major one. A n o t h e r p o s s i b l y later d i t c h , F.107, w a s 
itself t runcated b y F.98. 

T o the west of the r o a d the later features are less clear b u t p o t e n t i a l l y of 
greater interest. The s h a l l o w g u l l y F.92 may have served as some f o r m of 
b o u n d a r y to the m i d d e n d e p o s i t F .179, t h o u g h the d a r k s o i l h a s 
subsequent ly spread b e y o n d it to the n o r t h . In sect ion the s o i l c a n be seen 
to i n f i l l the g u l l y f r o m the east but does not extend b e y o n d it. W e s t of the 
g u l l y are t w o in tercut t ing trenches, F.80, s traight a n d n a r r o w a n d p o s s i b l y 
represent ing b e a m slots or f o u n d a t i o n trenches. T o the n o r t h the b u l k of 
T r e n c h X I V w a s left w i t h its c o v e r i n g of m i d d e n m a t e r i a l , m a s k i n g the 
presence of fur ther features (F.83), h o w e v e r , at the e n d of the t r e n c h the 
s h a l l o w excavated feature, or features, F.84, aga in conta ined late pot tery . 

The later p e r i o d w o u l d , f r o m the l i m i t e d area so far i n v e s t i g a t e d , seem to 
have c u l m i n a t e d i n the d e p o s i t i o n of the extensive m i d d e n depos i t F.179 -
n o features have been seen to cut t h r o u g h this layer . The z o n e of m i d d e n 
m a t e r i a l is w e l l d e f i n e d over a c 2 5 m 2 area, a n d is present b o t h as f i l l s i n 
cut features as w e l l as o n a n d incorpora ted w i t h i n the b u r i e d s o i l . It s tands 
out as a r i c h , b lack l o a m , f u l l of c o m m i n u t e d organic matter a n d charcoa l , 
a n d is n o t a b l y ar tefact -r ich . The large q u a n t i t y of p o t t e r y w i t h i n it is 
responsible for the extensive surface f i n d s scatter w h i c h i n i t i a l l y i n d i c a t e d 
the presence of the set t lement a n d it i n c l u d e s large quant i t i e s of w e l l -
p r e s e r v e d b o n e as w e l l as b r i c k / t i l e f ragments a n d l i m e s t o n e b u i l d i n g 
stone. M i d d e n s associated w i t h R o m a n r u r a l sites are not a n e v e r y d a y 
occurrence i n the archaeologica l r e c o r d . P e r h a p s the o n l y s i m i l a r site i n 
the c o u n t y is the area of b l a c k e n e d , artefact-rich p l o u g h s o i l associated w i t h 
the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h farmstead site of H a d d o n L o d g e F a r m ( F r e n c h 1994, 
see f i g 36). H o w e v e r , the m i d d e n area at W h i t t l e s e y is better p r e s e r v e d 
a n d far less affected b y recent agr i cu l tura l dis turbance . 

The w h o l e area has been sealed b y the, p o t e n t i a l l y qui te r a p i d , d e p o s i t i o n 
of a l l u v i a l c lay . The c lay is a r i v e r i n e deposi t , l a i d d o w n b y the seasonal 
f loodwaters of one of the palaeochannels of the N e n e a n d has p r o v i d e d a 
h i g h degree of p r o t e c t i o n for the o l d l a n d surface f r o m later a g r i c u l t u r a l 
act ivi t ies . The a l l u v i u m s u r v i v e s intact to depths of u p to 0.40m w i t h i n 
the d i p s a n d h o l l o w s created b y the p a r t i a l i n f i l l i n g of the later a n d deeper 
features. O n e of the m a i n a ims of a n y future w o r k i n the area m u s t be to 
e s t a b l i s h cause a n d effect w i t h r e g a r d s to the a b a n d o n m e n t of the 
settlement a n d the onset of a l l u v i a t i o n - a n d w i t h that as prec ise a d a t i n g 
as poss ib le for the t w o . W a s the settlement's a b a n d o n m e n t caused b y the 
i n a b i l i t y to m a n a g e the r i s i n g w a t e r s , or d i d the a l l u v i a t i o n o n l y 
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c o m m e n c e after a b a n d o n m e n t d u e to p u r e l y n a t u r a l causes , p e r h a p s 
exacerbated b y the deter iorat ion of the settlements dra inage sys tem. 

Features o f u n k n o w n date 

A fur ther f i f teen r e c o r d e d features, i n c l u d i n g p i t s , d i tches , pos tholes a n d 
possible b e a m slots, cannot as yet be p l a c e d i n any tentative p h a s e d g r o u p . 
The b e a m s l o t s / f o u n d a t i o n trenches occur to b o t h sides of the r o a d , at the 
west b e y o n d F.80 (F.90) a n d at the east just b e y o n d the r o a d d i t c h (F.99/100) 
a n d at the edge of the m a i n feature c o m p l e x ( F . l l l ) . There are pos tholes 
w h i c h m a y be associated w i t h the slots to the n o r t h of F.80 (F.81/82) a n d 
the east of F.99/100 (F.176) w i t h poss ib ly large pits to one s ide of each g r o u p 
(F.89 a n d F.102). 

33 



N o r t h - e a s t e r n A r e a 

C r o p m a r k e v i d e n c e s h o w s the set t lement c o m p l e x a n d its s u r r o u n d i n g 
f i e l d sys tem c o n t i n u i n g to the n o r t h a n d east, m u c h of it above the area 
c u r r e n t l y u n d e r e v a l u a t i o n . A t the n o r t h of the area, i n T r e n c h X I , t w o 
ditches f o l l o w the settlement's a l i g n m e n t a n d p e r h a p s m a r k its s o u t h e r n 
b o u n d a r y . A t the east f o u r d i t c h e s o n n o r t h / s o u t h a n d e a s t / w e s t 
a l ignments echo those excavated i n S t o n a l d F i e l d a n d p r o b a b l y f o r m par t 
of the same system of l o w - l y i n g p a d d o c k s . 

A f u r t h e r ten d i tches i n T r e n c h e s X , X I a n d X I I l i e o n d i f f e r e n t a n d 
s e e m i n g l y r a n d o m a l ignments a n d w h i l e some p r o b a b l y del ineate ear l ier 
phases of a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the R o m a n p e r i o d , others m a y represent the 
remnants of prehis tor ic f i e l d systems. The dens i ty of f i n d s i n this eastern 
str ip w a s exceedingly l o w a n d further excavat ion w o u l d be r e q u i r e d before 
any accurate d a t i n g c o u l d be ass igned. O f par t i cu lar note were t w o p a r a l l e l 
di tches at the wes t of T r e n c h XII , a l i g n e d n o r t h - e a s t / s o u t h - w e s t a n d 2 m 
apart, the eastern d i t c h m a y have been cut, or re-cut, as a post t rench. Just 
to their east l a y a s ingle b e a m or fence slot , at a n angle i n d i c a t i n g that i f 
there w a s a second it lay b e y o n d the trench to the south . 

I r o n A g e p o t t e r y w a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m the b u r i e d soi ls i n T r e n c h X a n d 
three postholes ( f o r m i n g a poss ib le eas t /wes t a l ignment) a n d a n e longated 
s h a l l o w p i t w o u l d a l l appear to b e l o n g to a p r e - R o m a n p e r i o d . A fur ther 
posthole to the west i n T r e n c h V l a y to the south of a g r o u p of s h a l l o w pi ts 
(or one large i r r e g u l a r pit) c o n t a i n i n g pot tery d a t i n g to the late I r o n A g e . 
F r o m w i t h i n the s u b s o i l of the same t r e n c h a (probable) B r o n z e A g e 
c y l i n d r i c a l l o o m - w e i g h t w a s recovered. 

The d e a r t h of f i n d s m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d f r o m the features i n th is area 
makes any precise d a t i n g of t h e m i m p o s s i b l e . F r o m the f e w pot tery sherds 
col lec ted, the features' f i l l types a n d their re la t ionsh ips to the u n d e r l y i n g 
b u r i e d so i l s a n d o c c a s i o n a l l y o v e r l y i n g / i n f i l l i n g a l l u v i u m v e r y b r o a d 
d a t i n g can be of fered i n most cases, of ten o n l y as 'prehis tor ic ' or ' R o m a n ' . 
Their probable d a t i n g appears at the e n d of the context descr ipt ions . 

See F igures 7 & 8 
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T r e n c h V 

O n l y t w o features w e r e r e c o r d e d i n T r e n c h V , F.91 at the n o r t h of the 
t rench w a s a s h a l l o w i r r e g u l a r p i t or g r o u p of i n t e r c u t t i n g p i t s (no cuts 
w e r e v i s i b l e e i ther d u r i n g e x c a v a t i o n or i n sect ion) . R o u g h l y o v o i d i n 
f o r m w i t h a flat b u t i r r e g u l a r base the c h a r c o a l - r i c h f i l l p r o d u c e d p o t t e r y 
f r o m the late I r o n A g e . Seven metres to its s o u t h w a s a s h a l l o w o w l -
s h a p e d d e p r e s s i o n , of e i t h e r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l or n a t u r a l f o r m a t i o n . 
C o l l e c t i o n f r o m the s u b - s o i l spo i l -heap p r o d u c e d fur ther I r o n A g e sherds , 
t w o w o r k e d f l ints a n d a large c y l i n d r i c a l l o o m - w e i g h t of f i r e d c lay w h i c h 
m a y date to the Bronze A g e . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

F.91 Cut [247] F i l l [248] 
A broad, shallow uneven cut or series of cuts approximately o v o i d in p lan , 2.00m 
north/south and extending beyond trench edges at west and east, depth variable 0.10-
30m. The f i l l was a dark grey-black sandy silt mottled w i t h orange sand and charcoal 
flecks and fragments. Surface finds: early-middle Iron Age; Excavated finds: [248] up to 
early 1st century A D . Phasing: Late Iron Age?. 

F.170 Cut [349] F i l l [350] 
Shallow circular posthole or natural depression, diameter 0.45m, depth 0.10m, b o w l -
shaped w i t h a flatfish base. The f i l l was a m i d grey sandy clay w i t h charcoal flecks 
throughout. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

T r e n c h X 

The features r e c o r d e d i n T r e n c h X range f r o m prehis tor ic t h r o u g h to post -
M e d i e v a l , they are descr ibed i n locat ion order f r o m west to east. 

T o w a r d s the w e s t e r n e n d of the t rench , a n d c o v e r i n g a n area of p e r h a p s 
15m, the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l w a s p o c k - m a r k e d b y s m a l l c i r c u l a r p i t s o r 
depress ions w i t h d a r k grey s i l ty f i l l s , p o s s i b l y f o r m i n g v e r y r o u g h ' l ines ' 
a l i g n e d n o r t h - w e s t / s o u t h - e a s t . W h i l e p r o b a b l y of n a t u r a l f o r m a t i o n , tree 
roots or s o l u t i o n h o l l o w s , the p o s s i b i l i t y r e m a i n s that they w e r e the 
p r o d u c t of some a g r i c u l t u r a l process s u c h as d r i l l i n g . T h e y have not been 
ass igned a Feature n u m b e r . 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

A p o s t h o l e l a y to the eastern e n d of this area, F.134, c i r c u l a r a n d steep 
s i d e d , n o f i n d s w e r e recovered f r o m its f i l l . 

F.134 Cut [365] F i l l [366] 
Circular posthole, diameter 0.25m, depth 0.20m, near-vertical sides to a flat base. The 
f i l l was a dark brown-grey sandy silty clay, mottled rust. Phasing: Prehistoric or 
Roman. 

T w o p a r a l l e l di tches a l i g n e d n o r t h / s o u t h a n d 7 m apart r a n at r ight -angles 
to the trench, F.135 a n d F.136, the former n a r r o w a n d V - s h a p e d , the latter 
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b r o a d e r , deeper a n d w i t h a flat base. N o dateable f i n d s w e r e r e c o v e r e d 
f r o m either f i l l b u t their f o r m a n d f i l l type suggest a R o m a n o r i g i n . 

F.135 Cut [363] F i l l [364] 
Di tch cut aligned north/south , w i d t h 0.45m, depth 0.25m, steep sided to a V-shaped 
base. C u t through buried soil layer. The f i l l was a creamy grey silty sandy clay w i t h 
rust mottling and occasional gravel and charcoal inclusions. Excavated finds: [364] fired 
clay. Phasing: Roman. 

F.136 Cut [361] F i l l [362] 
Di tch cut aligned north/south, w i d t h 0.90m, depth 0.40m, fairly steep sided to a flat 
base. The f i l l was a m i d grey sandy silty clay w i t h rust mott l ing rare gravel and 
occasional charcoal fragments. Phasing: Roman. 

F.138, a s e c o n d p o s t h o l e of n e a r - i d e n t i c a l f o r m to F.134 ( t h o u g h its f i l l 
conta ined frequent charcoa l inc lus ions) l a y to the w e s t e r n s ide of a t h i r d , 
p r o b a b l y R o m a n , d i t c h , F.139. The d i t c h w a s s h a l l o w w i t h a flat base a n d 
w a s not p a r a l l e l to F. 135-6 but a l igned to the north-northeast . 

F.138 Cut [332] F i l l [333] 
Circular posthole cut, diameter 0.40m, depth 0.28m, steep-sided to a flatfish base. The 
f i l l was a dark grey-brown sandy si l ty clay w i t h frequent charcoal inc lusions . 
Excavated finds: [333] fired clay. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

F.139 Cut [335] F i l l [336] 
D i t c h cut al igned south-southwest/north-northeast, m a x i m u m w i d t h 0.70m, depth 
0.25m, steep-sided to a flatfish base. The f i l l was a m i d brown-grey sandy clay w i t h 
very frequent charcoal inclusions and small gravel towards the base. C u t buried soil 
layer [233]. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

T h e c h a r c o a l - r i c h f i l l of a s h a l l o w s u b - r e c t a n g u l a r p i t , F.140, t h o u g h 
p r o d u c i n g n o dateable f i n d s (only u n d i a g n o s t i c f i r e d c lay fragments) h a d 
the appearance of a p r e - R o m a n feature. 

F.140 Cut [330] Fills [331, 367] 
Sub-rectangular pit , (or butt-ending ditch turning to the south), w i d t h 0.80m, depth 
0.20m. shallow w i t h a flat base. The f i l l was a brown-grey sandy clay w i t h large 
gravel inclusions and frequent charcoal inclusions, at the base of the pit was a lens of 
sandy silt wi th very high charcoal content. Excavated finds: [331] fired clay. Phasing: 
Prehistoric? . 

A w i d e e a s t / w e s t d r a i n a g e / b o u n d a r y d i t c h , F.141, t u r n e d s o u t h at its 
w e s t e r n e n d or f o r m e d a T j u n c t i o n w i t h a n o r t h / s o u t h d i t c h . W i t h i n its 
d a r k l o a m y f i l l w e r e d e c a y e d tree roots a n d a m o d e r n glass bot t le w a s 
recovered f r o m the machine -excavated f i l l . The d i t c h w a s p o s t - M e d i e v a l 
a n d p o s s i b l y i n f i l l e d d u r i n g the 20th century . 

F.141 Cut [312] F i l l [313] 
A broad ditch cut aligned east/west turning at the west to south, and becoming 
narrower. Widths 2.00m and 1.10m, depth where excavated in north/south arm 0.30m. 
The f i l l was a m i d brown-grey silty clay w i t h rust mottl ing, moderate gravel content 
and occasional lengths of decaying wood. A b r o w n glass bottle observed on the spoi l -
heap probably came from its f i l l . Phasing: Post-Medieval . 
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In the crook of d i t c h F.141 w a s a large o v o i d posthole , F.142. O n e s h e r d of 
dateable pottery (1st - 2 n d century A D ) w a s recovered f r o m its f i l l . 

F.142 Cut [305] F i l l [306] 
O v a l posthole cut, 0.52m x 0.40m, very steep sided to a flat base. West side had a 
gentler angle at the top (and correspondingly east side appeared undercut at base), 
perhaps indicating post pul led out and over that way. The f i l l was a m i d brown-grey 
silty clay w i t h rust mott l ing, moderate gravel and charcoal flecks. Excavated finds: 
[306] late lst-2nd century A D . Phasing: Roman. 

T r e n c h X I 

E i g h t features w e r e r e c o r d e d i n T r e n c h X I r a n g i n g i n date f r o m the 
p r e h i s t o r i c or R o m a n t h r o u g h to the p o s t - M e d i e v a l - a l l w e r e s a m p l e 
e x c a v a t e d b u t n o dateab le f i n d s w e r e r e c o v e r e d . T h e features are 
i n t r o d u c e d for d i s c u s s i o n f r o m west to east. 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

A R o m a n d i t c h a l i g n e d eas t /wes t , F.123. The feature w a s excavated to the 
east i n Test Stat ion 17 (see be low) . 

F.123 
D i t c h a l igned east/west , w i d t h 0.80m. C o n t i n u e d into Test Station 17 where 
excavated. See below for context descriptions. Phasing: Roman. 

P a r a l l e l to F.123, a n d c. 1.50m to the east, w a s one of the site's m o r e 
u n u s u a l features, F.172. A t the m a c h i n e d surface of the t rench it a p p e a r e d 
as a b r o a d s h a l l o w l inear b o w l - s h a p e , c. 1.50m w i d e , f i l l e d w i t h l a y e r e d 
lenses of f ine y e l l o w s a n d a n d o r a n g e - b r o w n s i l ts . A t the base of the 
feature, beneath the s a n d / s i l t , were a r o w of e v e n l y spaced sub-rectangular 
p i t s or postholes w i t h , at their centre, n a r r o w post p i p e s w h i c h w e r e just 

^ v i s i b l e i n the c o v e r i n g s a n d . The feature w a s seen to cut t h r o u g h the 
b u r i e d s o i l above the n a t u r a l gravels a n d the d e p r e s s i o n above the s a n d 
w a s i n f i l l e d b y p l o u g h s o i l . P r o b a b l y M e d i e v a l of p o s t - M e d i e v a l i n o r i g i n it 
m a y represent a fencel ine, the i n f i l l i n g of s a n d a n d si l t p e r h a p s the w a s h 
f r o m a s a n d / g r a v e l t r a c k w a y to one s ide . N o other e x p l a n a t i o n for the 
fine layered f i l l can be offered. 

F.172 Cut [371] F i l l [372] 
A linear depression or broad shallow cut, aligned east/west, w i d t h c. 1.50m, depth c. 
0.15m m a x i m u m . W i t h i n depression the f i l l was banded lenses of ye l low sand and 
orange-brown silts, very fine and clean, possibly spreading out flat on northern side of 
depression where truncated. Sands 20-40mm deep, rest of depression f i l l ed by 
Ploughsoil . Beneath sand/si l t and perpendicular to the alignment of the depression are 
regularly spaced (c. 0.05-0.10m apart) sub-rectangular cuts c. 0.45m long, 0.15m wide and 
0.10m deep f i l led w i t h a sl ightly orange-brown silt and w i t h (on the one cut half-
sectioned) a central cyl indrical core of grey-brown clay 50mm in diameter. C u t buried 
soil layer [233]. Phasing: Probably post-Medieval. 
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A s h a l l o w p i t , F.124, or p o s s i b l y the but t e n d of a d i t c h h e a d i n g to the 
north-east . 

F.124 Cut [319] F i l l [318] 
Small pit or butt end of ditch aligned west-southwest/east-northeast, w i d t h c. 1.00m, 
depth at butt end 0.20m. The f i l l was a dark grey soft friable silt w i t h frequent 
charcoal and small gravel. The f i l l was similar to the buried soil [233] the feature cuts. 
Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

A d i t c h a l i g n e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y west-east , F.127, p o s s i b l y c u r v i n g r o u n d 
s l i g h t l y to the n o r t h . 

F.127 
Ditch cut aligned east/west, width 0.70m. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

A R o m a n d i t c h , F.128, a l i g n e d s o u t h - s o u t h w e s t / n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t , w i d e a n d 
s h a l l o w . The u p p e r part of the d i t c h w a s i n f i l l e d b y the a l l u v i a l c lay [232]. 

f y 
F.128 Cut [321] F i l l [320] 
Ditch cut aligned south-southwest/north-northeast, w i d t h 0.96m, depth 0.27m, fairly 
steep sided to a flatfish base. The f i l l was a m i d grey/o l ive b r o w n clay, plastic w i t h 
few gravel inclusions concentrated at base. Top of ditch was inf i l led by a l luvia l clay 
[232]. Phasing: Roman. 

P a r a l l e l to F.128 w a s a b r o a d a n d deep V - s h a p e d d i t c h , F.129. Its f o r m a n d 
f i l l s were not iceably different to those of a n y other feature o n the site. The 
fi l ls w e r e a compact s i l ty g r a v e l , s i m i l a r to the s u r r o u n d i n g n a t u r a l s u b s o i l 
a n d the d i t c h w a s d i f f i c u l t to see i n the n a r r o w t r e n c h w i d t h , o n l y the 
n a r r o w s i l ty i n f i l l of its surface d e p r e s s i o n b e i n g i n i t i a l l y v i s i b l e . A t its 
east it t r u n c a t e d the w e s t e r n par t of d i t c h F.130 w h i c h i n t u r n cut the 
n o r t h e r n e n d of a d i t c h at r ight -angles to it , F.131. F.130 a n d F.131 h a d 
s h a l l o w f lat -based a n d steep V - s h a p e d prof i l es respec t ive ly a n d b o t h h a d 
compact c lay f i l l s . 

F.129 Cut [322] Fills [354-7] 
Ditch cut aligned south-southwest/north-northeast, w i d t h 1.80m, depth 0.75m, a broad 
V-shape steep sided to a narrow pointed base. Base fills dirty orange loose gravels 
below a compact pale yellow-grey silt wi th common gravel and charcoal flecks. U p p e r 
fil ls, dirty orange-brown sandy silt w i t h 50% gravel and occasional charcoal fragments 
below a compact dark grey silty clay wi th frequent gravel and charcoal fragments. C u t 
F.130. Excavated finds: [356] one sherd undateable. Phasing: Roman or post-Medieval . 

F.130 Cut [369] F i l l [368] 
Di tch cut al igned east-northeast/west-southwest, w i d t h 0.85m, depth 0.30m, steep 
sided to a flat base. The f i l l was a moderately compact and slightly plastic bright grey 
silty clay w i t h occasional charcoal fragments and rare gravel inclusions. C u t by F.129, 
cut F.131. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

F.131 Cut [359] F i l l [358] 
Di tch cut aligned c. north/south, w i d t h 1.10m, depth 0.50m, a steep V-shape. The f i l l 
was a compact and friable mottled grey-brown very silty clay w i t h occasional charcoal 
flecks and moderate gravel towards base. C u t by F.130 at north-west. Phasing: 
Prehistoric or Roman. 
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T r e n c h X I I 

Despi te c o n t a i n i n g poss ib le sett lement-related features T r e n c h XI I , l i k e a l l 
others i n the east of the site, f a i l ed to p r o d u c e a n y dateable f i n d s m a t e r i a l . 
F r o m the s ix features r e c o r d e d o n l y one piece of d e g r a d e d b o n e w a s 
recovered. The features are descr ibed f r o m west to east. 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l features: 

T w o p a r a l l e l di tches, F.143 a n d F.144, w e r e 2.00m apart a n d a l i g n e d n o r t h -
n o r t h e a s t / s o u t h - s o u t h w e s t . B o t h di tches c o n t a i n e d s i m i l a r s i l ty c lay f i l l s 
w h i c h w e r e sealed flat b y the remnants of the (p loughed-out ) a l l u v i a l c lay 
[232]. T h e y w o u l d appear to have been b r o a d l y c o n t e m p o r a r y , at least i n 
their f i l l i n g / a b a n d o n m e n t . The 'outer' d i t c h , F.143, w a s u n e v e n b o t h i n 
w i d t h a n d d e p t h w i t h , i n the 2.00m l e n g t h excavated , a n a r r o w s h a l l o w 
centra l par t (38:20cm) a n d b r o a d e r deeper sect ions at the t r e n c h edges 
(55:50cm). B o t h deeper parts h a d the appearance of b e i n g ' cut - in ' a l o n g the 
l ine of a n o r i g i n a l s h a l l o w t rench a n d at the s o u t h e r n sect ion a re-cut or 
'post p i p e ' w a s v i s ib le w i t h i n the broader cut. The ' inner ' d i t c h , F.144, w a s 
straight a n d clean, a steep s i d e d V - s h a p e w i t h a n a r r o w p o i n t e d base. 

F.143 Cut [260] F i l l [261] 
D i t c h cut al igned north-northeast/south-southwest, narrow, steep-sided but very-
uneven w i t h deeper cuts or re-cuts at the north and south of the excavated section. 
W i d t h at section 0.55m, at centre 0.38m, depth at section 0.50m, at centre 0.20m. The 
f i l l was a l ight grey-brown plastic silty clay w i t h some sand and very occasional 
charcoal flecks and small flint pebbles, greyer and cleaner towards base. Greyer silt at 
base forms f i l l of posthole or re-cut at eastern side of section. Sealed by ploughed-out 
a l luvium [232]. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

F.144 Cut [258] F i l l [259] 
D i t c h cut al igned north-northeast/south-southwest , w i d t h 0.55m, depth 0.50m, a 
steep-sided V-shape w i t h a narrow pointed base. The f i l l was a l ight grey-brown 
plastic silty clay w i t h some sand and very occasional charcoal flecks and small fl int 
pebbles, greyer and cleaner towards base. Sealed by ploughed-out a l l u v i u m [232]. 
Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 

W i t h i n the d o u b l e d i t c h l i n e , 4 .00m to the east, w a s the one p o s s i b l y 
s e t t l e m e n t - r e l a t e d feature , F.145. E x t e n d i n g 0 .60m f r o m the s o u t h e r n 
t rench edge it h a d a square p r o f i l e , n a r r o w , n e a r - v e r t i c a l s i d e d a n d flat-
based. The n o r t h e r n but t e n d w a s square a n d steep a n d a l l its edges w e r e 
c lean a n d u n w e a t h e r e d . L i k e the t w o ditches its f i l l w a s sealed flat b y the 
a l l u v i a l c lay [232]. 

F.145 Cut [272] F i l l [273] 
Beam slot or very narrow clean-cut butt-ending ditch aligned north-northwest/south-
southeast, straight narrow and near-vertical sided w i t h a flat base, square i n section, 
extends 0.60m from trench edge. W i d t h 0.30m, at base 0.13m, depth 0.28m. The f i l l was 
a pale grey-brown clay, plastic and clean w i t h very occasional charcoal flecks and 
small pebbles. Patch at top of orange natural clay. Sealed by ploughed-out a l l u v i u m 
[232]. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman. 
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A R o m a n d i t c h a l i g n e d n o r t h / s o u t h , w i t h a b r o a d s h a l l o w U - s h a p e d 
p r o f i l e , F.147, cut , at or just b e y o n d the n o r t h e r n t rench edge , a n a r r o w 
b u t t - e n d i n g d i t c h a l i g n e d n o r t h - w e s t / s o u t h - e a s t , F.148. The f i l l of d i t c h 
F.148 w a s a v e r y pale grey c lay s i l t , a lmost w h i t e a n d u n l i k e that of a n y 
other feature i n the area. Its but t e n d w a s b r o a d e r t h a n its m a i n l e n g t h , 
v e r y steep s i d e d w i t h a flat base. 

F.147 Cut [276] F i l l [277] 
Di tch cut aligned north/south , w i d t h 0.65m, depth 0.35m, a broad U-shape, s loping 
sides to rounded base. The f i l l was a grey-brown sandy clay-silt w i t h occasional small-
medium gravel and very occasional charcoal flecks. Phasing: Roman. 

F.148 Cut [278] F i l l [279] 
Di tch cut aligned north-west/south-east, steep butt end at east, shallow, vertical sided 
to flat base, narrows westward, w i d t h at butt 0.60m, at west 0.35m, depth c. 0.20m. The 
f i l l was a dense very pale grey-beige sandy clay silt, plastic, w i t h occasional smal l -
medium gravel and very occasional charcoal flecks. Phasing: Prehistoric or Roman?. 

A second R o m a n d i t c h o n a n o r t h / s o u t h a l i g n m e n t , F.149, h a d a b r o a d e r 
deeper V - s h a p e d p r o f i l e . 

F.149 Cut [280] F i l l [281] 
Ditch cut aligned north/south, w i d t h 0.65m, depth 0.50m, V-shaped, very steep sided 
to narrow pointed base. Base f i l l a fine grey clay silt w i t h some fine sand and 
occasional charcoal fragments, redeposited natural orange/grey gritty clay at east 
wi th in main orange-grey clay silt f i l l blending w i t h subsoils above. Phasing: Roman. 

Trench X I I I 

O n l y one feature w a s r e c o r d e d i n the l e n g t h of T r e n c h XIII , a n e a s t / w e s t 
R o m a n d i t c h , F.152, w i t h a V - s h a p e d p r o f i l e a n d n a r r o w flat base. Its 
u p p e r part w a s i n f i l l e d b y the a l l u v i a l c lay layer [232]. 

F.152 Cut [269] F i l l [268] 
Di tch cut aligned east/west, flat-bottomed V-shape, w i d t h 0.60m, depth 0.35m. The 
f i l l was a moderately compact dirty brown clay silt mottled grey /orange, rare charcoal 
and occasional smal l gravel . Top in f i l l ed by a l luv ia l clay layer [232]. Phasing: 
Roman. 

Test Station 17 

T o the eas tern s i d e of T r e n c h X I , w i t h i n Test S t a t i o n 17, w a s the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n of d i t c h F .123. S i m i l a r i n f o r m a n d f i l l s to other R o m a n 
ditches o n the site it c o n t i n u e d the a p p r o x i m a t e e a s t / w e s t a l i g n m e n t of 
the settlement area to the west . . 

F.123 Cut [287] F i l l [286] 
Ditch cut aligned east/west, w i d t h 0.80m, depth 0.55m, fairly steep sided to a flatfish 
base. The f i l l was a friable m i d grey silty clay w i t h some Fe staining and very 
occasional charcoal flecks. Continuous ditch f rom Trench XII. Phasing: Probably 
Roman. 
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Test S t a t i o n 20 

T o the east of T r e n c h XIII a n d just to the south of the eas t /wes t d i t c h F.152, 
w a s a n o r t h / s o u t h d i t c h F.165, its f o r m a n d f i l l w e r e s i m i l a r to those of 
F.152. 

F.165 Cut [271] F i l l [270] 
D i t c h cut al igned nor th / south , w i d t h 0.80m, depth 0.50m, fair ly steep s ided to a 
flatfish base. The f i l l was a compact dirty b r o w n clay silt w i t h grey/orange mottl ing, 
rare charcoal and occasional gravel inclusions towards base. Top of ditch inf i l led by 
al luvial layer [232]. Phasing: Roman. 

N o archaeological features were recorded i n Test Stations 12 or 16. 

Discussion 

The o n l y attested prehis tor ic feature i n the north-eastern area w a s the p i t 
g r o u p F.91 i n T r e n c h V - a n d that c a n o n l y be d a t e d to the late I r o n A g e , 
perhaps as late as the m i d d l e of the first century A D . The o n l y other pre -
R o m a n f i n d s i n the area w e r e not feature-related; I r o n A g e p o t t e r y f r o m 
the b u r i e d s o i l i n T r e n c h X a n d the p o s s i b l y B r o n z e A g e l o o m - w e i g h t f r o m 
the s u b s o i l of T r e n c h V . The l o o m - w e i g h t , if i n d e e d f r o m the B r o n z e A g e , 
m u s t either have been a curated piece w i t h i n the I r o n A g e p i t F.91 (it w a s 
located - a d m i t t e d l y i n the m a c h i n e b u c k e t - c. 2 .50m f u r t h e r south) or 
relate to a n earl ier feature i n the i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y not p i c k e d u p i n the 
assessment t rench. 

H o w e v e r , of the r e m a i n i n g features across the area, ha l f - 12 features - can 
o n l y at present be a s s i g n e d a v e r y loose date as e i ther R o m a n or 
p r e h i s t o r i c . It w o u l d be r e m a r k a b l e i f n o n e of these p r o v e d to be of 
prehis tor ic o r i g i n . In some respects scattered o c c u p a t i o n ac t iv i ty ; p i t F.140; 
postholes F.134 a n d F.170; the poss ib le b e a m slot F.145; are m o r e l i k e l y to 
be preh is tor i c t h a n they are R o m a n - separated as they are f r o m the m a i n 
focus of the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h sett lement a n d out i n its ' f ie lds ' . T h e b e a m 
slot lies just to one s ide of the d o u b l e d i t c h l ine of F .143/144 a n d a l l three 
features w e r e sealed flat b y the late- or p o s t - R o m a n a l l u v i a t i o n , i n d i c a t i n g 
that they h a d i n f i l l e d a n d w e r e n o longer v i s i b l e i n the l a n d s c a p e b y that 
t ime . A t just t w o metres w i d e (a l i t t le less w h e n m a c h i n e - t r u n c a t i o n is 
t a k e n in to account) the d o u b l e d i t c h w o u l d seem a n u n l i k e l y t rack or 
d r o v e w a y , a n d the outer , w e s t e r n d i t c h has e i ther been e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y 
c r u d e l y d u g or , m o r e l i k e l y , represents some f o r m of p a l i s a d e t r e n c h or 
fence l ine . W h i l e perhaps not d i rec t ly related the b u t t - e n d i n g d i t c h to the 
east, F.148, b y its pale leached f i l l a n d p o s i t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to the R o m a n 
f i e ld sys tem, is a lmost certa inly of prehis tor ic o r i g i n . 

T h e fea tures d e f i n i t i v e l y a t t r i b u t e d to the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h p e r i o d 
( p r e d o m i n a n t l y ditches) have been d o n e so b y their a l i g n m e n t s , p r o f i l e s 
a n d f i l l types or b y their r e l a t i o n s h i p to the late or p o s t - R o m a n a l l u v i a l 
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l ayer (where extant) . O n l y one feature, p o s t h o l e F.142, p r o d u c e d a n y 
dateable m a t e r i a l . A s is to be expected, outs ide the sett lement area the 
p r i n c i p a l R o m a n features are f i e l d d i t ches , the i r m a i n a l i g n m e n t s are 
either d i rec t ly n o r t h / s o u t h or eas t /wes t , w i t h t w o at the n o r t h e r n l i m i t of 
the site f o l l o w i n g the east -northeast ax is of the se t t l ement fea tures . 
E x c a v a t i o n s d i r e c t l y to the east of the site i n 1994 ( M o r t i m e r 1995) 
i d e n t i f i e d the eas tern b o u n d a r y of the se t t lement ' s i m m e d i a t e f i e l d 
system, w i t h the u n e n c l o s e d r o u g h g r o u n d b e y o n d it l a rge ly g i v e n over to 
g r a v e l extract ion (Figure8). The sys tem of s m a l l d i t c h e d f ie lds west of the 
b o u n d a r y d i t c h u n d o u b t e d l y cont inues in to the area of the current site, 
represented b y the n o r t h / s o u t h a n d e a s t / w e s t ditches r e c o r d e d i n trenches 
XII a n d XIII a n d Test S ta t ion 20. A l l are of s i m i l a r character a n d are 
p a r t i a l l y i n f i l l e d b y a l l u v i a l c lay . That s y s t e m , or one s i m i l a r to i t , m a y 
p o s s i b l y be seen as c o n t i n u i n g as far west as T r e n c h X w i t h di tches F.135, 
F.136 a n d F.139. Di tches F.128 -131 at the east of T r e n c h X I , if of R o m a n 
date, d o not f o l l o w either of the m a i n a l i g n m e n t s - F.128 a n d F129 are 

^ a l i g n e d w i t h the d o u b l e d i t c h F.143/144 to he south-southwest . 

The p o s t h o l e s ( f r o m west) F.170, F.134, F.138 a n d F.142 f o r m a r o u g h 
a l i g n m e n t w e s t / e a s t over a distance of 150m. T h e y become p r o g r e s s i v e l y 
deeper , f r o m 0.10 - 0.40m. W h i l e p r o b a b l y r e p r e s e n t i n g i s o l a t e d events 
across a w i d e t imescale the p o s s i b i l i t y that they f o r m e d or m a r k e d some 
k i n d of b o u n d a r y c a n n o t at p r e s e n t be d i s c o u n t e d - t h e y f o l l o w 
(approximate ly) the contours of the f i e l d at about 4.80m A O D . (at the f i e l d 
surface). 

T h e p o s t - M e d i e v a l d i t c h F.141 bears a c lose c o r r e l a t i o n to p r o p o s e d 
d i t c h e s / f i e l d b o u n d a r i e s s h o w n o n the E n c l o s u r e m a p of 1844, h o w e v e r , 
d i t c h F.129 at the eastern e n d of T r e n c h X I cuts at 45° to any ditches s h o w n 
o n this m a p a n d c o u l d be either earl ier - M e d i e v a l or R o m a n - or later i n 
the p o s t - M e d i e v a l - M o d e r n p e r i o d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y n o clearer date c a n as 
yet be g i v e n . 
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Southern Area 

N o archaeologica l features w e r e r e c o r d e d i n either Trenches V I , V I I , VI I I 
a n d IX or Test Stations 5 - 7, 9 - 1 1 , 1 3 - 1 5 , 1 8 a n d 19. 

Discussion 

A t the s o u t h a n d extreme south-east of the site n o archaeo log ica l features 
w e r e r e c o r d e d d e s p i t e the ex i s tence of f a i n t c r o p m a r k s o n a e r i a l 
p h o t o g r a p h s . The area occupies the highest g r o u n d a n d a l l b u t the deeper 
archaeo log ica l features c o u l d w e l l h a v e been t r u n c a t e d b y M e d i e v a l a n d 
p o s t - M e d i e v a l p l o u g h i n g . The p l o u g h s o i l [230]B a n d l o w e r p l o u g h s o i l 
[231]A b o t h h a v e a h i g h d e n s i t y of g r a v e l i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h i n t h e m 
sugges t ing h e a v y t r u n c a t i o n of the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l . B y contrast the soi ls 
w h i c h over l i e the n o r t h e r n part of the site are character ised b y the h e a v y 
a l l u v i a l c lays w h i c h have sealed a n d protec ted the o l d l a n d surface. T h i s 
b e i n g s a i d , b o t h the dear th of archaeologica l features of a n y f o r m , a n d the 
l a c k of f i n d s m a t e r i a l (other t h a n that of the p o s t - M e d i e v a l p e r i o d ) 
col lected d u r i n g f i e l d w a l k i n g , w o u l d suggest that v e r y l i t t le v i s i b l e ac t iv i ty 
h a d ever taken place across this southern area. 

A t the far east of the area, i n Test S ta t ion 19, the surface of the n a t u r a l 
g r a v e l s u b s o i l h a d b e e n d i s t u r b e d a n d the p l o u g h s o i l c o n t a i n e d a h i g h 
p r o p o r t i o n of b r i c k a n d i r o n r u b b l e , p e r h a p s e v i d e n c e for the 'Trave l lers ' 
e n c a m p m e n t r e p o r t e d l y s i tuated i n the area i n recent t imes . 
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C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h e W e s t e r n a n d C e n t r a l A r e a s 

T h e R o m a n o - B r i t i s h s e t t l e m e n t area has p r o d u c e d t w o fea tures of 
s ign i f i cant a rchaeo log ica l i m p o r t a n c e e v e n w i t h o u t w h i c h its c o m p l e x i t y 
a n d l o n g e v i t y w o u l d m e r i t cons iderab le a t tent ion. T h e m i d d e n - l i k e a n d 
a r t e f a c t - r i c h 'b lack ear th ' d e p o s i t o v e r l y i n g the c r o p m a r k e d fea tures 
p r o d u c e d the d i s t i n c t i v e a n d dense surface scatter w h i c h l e d to the i n i t i a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the site. O n e v a l u a t i o n , it e f fec t ive ly b lankets the features 
b e l o w , m a s k i n g the s t r u c t u r a l d e t a i l of p o s s i b l e b u i l d i n g r e m a i n s a n d 
those features w h i c h d o not revea l themselves as surface depress ions . It 
l ies w i t h i n the tops of the l a r g e r features w h i c h w e r e o p e n at the 
a b a n d o n m e n t of the area a n d in f i l l s the d i t c h at the west of the r o a d w a y . 

Present w i t h i n the sett lement area a n d its i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y there is a n 
exce l l en t c o m b i n a t i o n of b u r i e d s o i l , m i d d e n m a t e r i a l a n d c o m p l e x 
R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n l a r g e l y pro tec ted b y a l l u v i a l d e p o s i t s . T h e state of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of the f a u n a l a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a t e r i a l f r o m the site is 
g o o d a n d a deta i led s t u d y f o l l o w i n g large scale excavat ion s h o u l d revea l a 
great dea l about the vegetat ion, arable crops a n d a n i m a l h u s b a n d r y d u r i n g 
the R o m a n p e r i o d . 

The a m o u n t of R o m a n p o t t e r y r e c o v e r e d t h u s far , f r o m f i e l d w a l k i n g , 
s p o i l - h e a p c o l l e c t i o n a n d v e r y l i m i t e d e x c a v a t i o n , totals n e a r l y 2400 
sherds . A n y f u t u r e e x c a v a t i o n of the site w o u l d p r o d u c e a s i g n i f i c a n t 
pot tery assemblage, the s t u d y of w h i c h w o u l d i l l u m i n a t e o u r k n o w l e d g e 
of pat terns of c e r a m i c s u p p l y (and b y i m p l i c a t i o n b r o a d e r aspects of 
e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t y ) i n the R o m a n p e r i o d . A l t h o u g h s o m e p r e v i o u s 
excavat ions at W h i t t l e s e y have p r o d u c e d s ign i f i cant p o t t e r y assemblages 
none of the pot tery f r o m these exercises has been p u b l i s h e d . 

The prec ise d a t i n g of the F e n C a u s e w a y ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n is s t i l l u n c e r t a i n . 
H o w e v e r , a late 1st century A D date is fa i r ly secure a n d it is t e m p t i n g to see 
the r o a d as a response to the B o u d i c c a n revol t of A D 60, l i n k i n g the Iceni 
terri tories w i t h the R o m a n m i l i t a r y bases i n the east M i d l a n d s . There are 
attested 1st c e n t u r y set t lement sites a l l a l o n g the r o a d , for ins tance at 
E l d e r n e l l , F laggrass a n d G r a n d f o r d - at the latter , the earl iest l eve ls of 
occupat ion date to c. A D 65 - 75 (Potter 1981). 

The s t r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y remains that the r o a d w a y u n c o v e r e d m a y descr ibe 
the route of the F e n C a u s e w a y R o m a n R o a d a n d lead to the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
of b o t h its f en- to - i s land l a n d i n g a n d to the l ine of its e a s t w a r d progress . 
T h e R o m a n R o a d w o u l d t h e n l i e w i t h i n or just to one s i d e of the 
set t lement rather t h a n f u r t h e r wes t t o w a r d s the edge of the i s l a n d as 
current theory has it. W h e t h e r the r o a d represents a n i n t e r n a l t r a c k w a y 
w i t h i n the se t t lement , the access r o a d to the se t t lement f r o m the F e n 
C a u s e w a y o r the o r i g i n a l r o u t e of the C a u s e w a y i tse l f , c a n n o t be 
d e f i n i t i v e l y ascertained w i t h o u t fur ther i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
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T w o f u r t h e r pieces of i n f o r m a t i o n l e n d w e i g h t to the p o s s i b i l i t y of the 
excavated r o a d b e i n g the F e n C a u s e w a y itself; the last k n o w n l o c a t i o n of 
the F e n C a u s e w a y to the n o r t h is as a c r o p m a r k at M a s o n s F a r m , N o r t h e y 
b e y o n d the R i v e r N e n e ; a s i g h t i n g of w h a t m a y h a v e been the t r u n c a t e d 
grave l agger of the C a u s e w a y w a s p h o t o g r a p h e d o n the b e d of the N e n e at 
the b e n d of the r i v e r near the N o r t h e y g r a v e l w o r k s ( A s t b u r y 1970, Plate 
57). The p o s i t i o n of the excavated r o a d i n t rench II, t aken i n c o n j u n c t i o n 
w i t h these t w o s ight ings , w o u l d f o r m a n a lmost s t ra ight l i n e - the m o s t 
direct route the r o a d c o u l d have taken b e t w e e n N o r t h e y a n d the ' i s l a n d ' of 
W h i t t l e s e y . 

T h a t the C a u s e w a y w h e r e e x c a v a t e d to the w e s t at F l a g F e n w a s 
constructed o n a g r a v e l agger u p to a metre deep m a y appear to be i n stark 
contrast w i t h the e v i d e n c e for the r o a d at W h i t t l e s e y - a s ing le l ayer of 
g r a v e l m e t a l l i n g l a i d d i r e c t l y onto the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l . H o w e v e r , i n the 
deep fen the agger w o u l d be necessary to raise the r o a d above the l e v e l of 
the w a t e r l o g g e d peat. O n the (relatively) far h igher g r o u n d of the i s l a n d (c. 
4 - 7 m A O D ) n o s u c h b a n k w o u l d be r e q u i r e d a n d a s i m p l e l e v e l m e t a l l e d 
r o a d w o u l d suf f i ce . O n e e x a m p l e of s u c h a s l i g h t c o n s t r u c t i o n for a 
r e l a t i v e l y major r o a d is the p r i n c i p a l R o m a n R o a d w e s t w a r d s t h r o u g h 
D e v o n a n d C o r n w a l l . W h e r e excavated at S o u r t o n D o w n it w a s of a 
s i m i l a r c o n s t r u c t i o n (a t h i n l a y e r of g r a v e l b e d d e d i n t o the n a t u r a l 
s u b s o i l ) . T h e r o a d w a s not b a n k e d a n d h a d d i s c o n t i n u o u s r o a d s i d e 
di tches , its w i d t h , w h e r e excavated, d i d not exceed s ix metres ( M K n i g h t 
pers. c o m m . ) . A t F laggrass , o n the n o r t h e r n t ip of the I s land of M a r c h , a 
section of the F e n C a u s e w a y w a s excavated i n 1960 (Potter 1981). H e r e , at a 
s ign i f i cant ly l o w e r l e v e l (2.00 - 2 .50m A O D ) , the r o a d o n l y h a d a d e p t h of 
30 - 40cm (of compacted coarse gravels) a n d aga in there w a s e v i d e n c e of a 
n a r r o w i n g of the r o a d w i d t h b y the cut t ing of secondary , in te rna l , di tches . 

The East and South 

The one attested B r o n z e A g e artefact, the c y l i n d r i c a l l o o m - w e i g h t , m a y 
either have been curated d u r i n g the later I r o n A g e or p l o u g h e d out f r o m 
w i t h i n a n ear l ier , B r o n z e A g e , feature i n the i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y . E i t h e r 
w a y the f i n d attests to the B r o n z e A g e o c c u p a t i o n of the area. E x c a v a t i o n s 
at F e n g a t e a n d F l a g F e n to the n o r t h h a v e r e v e a l e d a n e x t e n s i v e 
preh i s tor i c l andscape i n c o r p o r a t i n g b o t h sett lement a n d r i t u a l / d e f e n s i v e 
features, the landscape w a s first l a i d out i n the later N e o l i t h i c p e r i o d a n d 
r e m a i n e d i n use for some 1500 years u n t i l the ear ly 1st M i l l e n n i u m B C . 
Si tuated as it is o n the s o u t h e r n edge of the F l a g F e n e m b a y m e n t it w o u l d 
be s u r p r i s i n g i f there w e r e n o e a r l i e r p r e h i s t o r i c o c c u p a t i o n o n the 
W h i t t l e s e y site. 

47 



F u t u r e R e s e a r c h D i r e c t i v e s 

T h e C e n t r a l A r e a 

Su i tab ly extensive excavat ion a n d r e c o r d i n g of the sett lement area a n d its 
i m m e d i a t e s u r r o u n d s w i l l be necessary i n advance of its des t ruc t ion . T h e 
se t t l ement ' s l o n g e v i t y a n d s e e m i n g c o m p l e x i t y a l o n e w o u l d m e r i t 
t h o r o u g h i n v e s t i g a t i o n . H o w e v e r , the site's greatest p o t e n t i a l l ies i n the 
c o m b i n a t i o n of s t r a t i g r a p h i c , e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d ar te fac tua l e v i d e n c e . 
T h e exce l lent p r e s e r v a t i o n of b o t h e n v i r o n m e n t a l a n d f a u n a l r e m a i n s 
w i l l a i d the es tab l i shment of e c o n o m i c / l a n d - u s e pat terns for F e n - e d g e 
s e t t l e m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h p e r i o d . S i m i l a r l y , a n 
extensive pot tery assemblage, f r o m excavated a n d therefore phaseable a n d 
dateable features (as o p p o s e d to the s p o i l - h e a p a n d surface c o l l e c t i o n s 
gathered thus far) , w o u l d be of cons iderable v a l u e i n i l l u s t r a t i n g pat terns 
of ce ramic s u p p l y a n d as a c o r o l l a r y , the w i d e r e c o n o m i c a n d t r a d i n g 
act ivit ies represented. 

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the cross-Is land route of the F e n C a u s e w a y has to be 
c o n s i d e r e d one of the p r i n c i p a l objectives of a n y fur ther excavat ions . A 
more secure d a t i n g of b o t h the road's (and b y i m p l i c a t i o n the settlement's) 
i n i t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n ( a n d p e r h a p s m o r e s i g n i f i c a n t l y its a b a n d o n m e n t ) 
c o u l d also be expected a n d has r a m i f i c a t i o n s for the R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n 
a n d a b a n d o n m e n t of the entire F e n l a n d area. 

T h e N o r t h - e a s t e r n A r e a 

F u r t h e r l i m i t e d e x c a v a t i o n o n th is par t of the site a h e a d of q u a r r y i n g 
w o u l d be r e q u i r e d to fac i l i ta te a greater u n d e r s t a n d i n g of p r e h i s t o r i c 
ac t iv i ty i n the area. W h i l e attested to b y b o t h features a n d artefacts the 
p a t t e r n of o c c u p a t i o n s t i l l r e m a i n s a m b i g u o u s - w i t h n e i t h e r r e l a t i v e 
d a t i n g n o r o u t l i n e f o r m as yet a t t r ibuted to the features to d e f i n e the i r 
f u n c t i o n a n d extent. 

The poss ible existence of Bronze A g e or I ron A g e f i e l d systems (and w i t h i n 
t h e m a l i m i t e d a m o u n t of settlement ac t iv i ty ) , s h o u l d not be d i s m i s s e d as 
m a n y of the di tches recorded to the n o r t h a n d east h a v e as yet n o secure 
p r o v e n a n c e . The one attested I r o n A g e feature is p e r h a p s u n l i k e l y to 
s t a n d a l o n e o n s u c h a n e x t e n s i v e a n d d e s i r a b l e h a b i t a t a n d f u r t h e r 
excavat ion w o u l d be r e q u i r e d to assess its i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y . 

T h e W e s t e r n a n d S o u t h e r n A r e a s 

B e y o n d ascerta ining the route of the r o a d recorded i n the sett lement area it 
is not thought that m u c h further excavat ion w o u l d be necessary across the 
w e s t e r n a n d s o u t h e r n parts of the site. If its i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as the F e n 
C a u s e w a y is correct, the road's ditches, w h e t h e r c o n t i n u o u s or i n t e r r u p t e d , 
s h o u l d s u r v i v e across the s o u t h e r n area. Its sur face , h o w e v e r , w o u l d 
u n d o u b t e d l y have been p l o u g h - t r u n c a t e d . 
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APPENDICES 

1) Aerial Photographic Assessment R P a l m e r 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Photographic interpretation was undertaken and mapping produced at 1:2500 to cover three 
separate areas of future quanying. Area A (TL243980) included the Roman scatter, Whittlesey 
14, located during walking for the Fenland Survey (Hall 1987, figure 40) that coincided with a 
small spread of 'cropmarks' indicated on the county Sites and Monuments Record. Area A is 
bounded on its south side by the course of the Fen Causeway Roman road. Area B (TL255979) 
is cut by the Fen Causeway but had no known archaeological content. Area B was not covered by 
field walking for the Fenland Survey ( I b i d , figure 37). Most of Area C (TL247968) was walked 
but was archaeologically blank. However it may offer potential interest due to the possible 
inclusion of the palaeochannel of the river Nene crossing through it ( I b i d , figure 38). Hall 's work 
showed that all three areas lay on, or close to, the Roman fen edge ( I b i d , figure 40) and therefore 
all offered the potential of waterlogged archaeological deposits. 

The 1:2500 plans that accompany this report show, where possible, natural features as well as 
those of archaeological origin. 

P H O T O I N T E R P R E T A T I O N A N D M A P P I N G 

Photographs examined for this assessment came from the Cambridge University Collection of 
Aerial Photographs and the vertical collection of the National Library of Aerial Photographs 
( N L A P ) . The cover search acquired from N L A P included a listing of oblique photographs but 
none of the given six-figure N G R s matched those of the assessment areas and so these were not 
examined. A l l photographs examined are listed in the Appendix to this report. 

I overflew and specifically examined the three areas on 26 A p r i l 1994 as part of a reconnaissance 
flight over the Fenland. Nothing of archaeological potential was visible in any of the areas and no 
photographs were taken. 

Interpretation and mapping was carried out following procedures described by Palmer and Cox 
(1993) and all rectification was carried out using A E R I A L 4.2 software (Haigh 1993). Vertical 
prints were examined stereoscopically at 1.5x magnification. Problems were encountered in the 
establishment of satisfactory control points due to the date differences between the maps available 
and the most informative photographs. These were overcome by using primary control combined 
from 1:2500 and 1:10560 maps and creating secondary control points as appropriate (Area A 
only). 

The 1:2500 plan of Area A is combined from three photographs. Most of the detail came from 
stereoscopic interpretation of 1951 verticals which held a good record of the features as 
earthwork ditches. Mean control point match error for the verticals was just below ±2.0m while 
that for the oblique print approached ±3.0m. Additions from the oblique were minor and could be 
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fitted to the framework established from verticals. Information for Area B comes from one 
photograph only and has been rectified with mean control point match error of less that ±2.0m. 
Area C combines possible archaeological information with environmental features. The latter 
were apparent on several prints (albeit in slightly varying positions - perhaps to be expected over 
a thirty-year period) with the most informative being those taken by the Ordnance Survey in 1967 
which showed excellent stereoscopic resolution. The mean error of control point matching for 
Area C was less than ±2.0m 

C O M M E N T A R Y 

Area A (TL243980) 

Features in this area were recorded as earthworks between 1946 and 1960. By 1967 they had 
been ploughed and showed as light-edged soil-marked features, possibly still retaining a slight 
degree of height. Since 1960 the area has undergone several alterations to its field layout - the 
earlier arrangement has been used to illustrate the land use (below) - culrrhnating in the recent 
cutting of an east-west drain and, to its north and parallel, an embanked track. The drain marks 
the northern limit of the area to be quarried but the aerial photographic assessment shows the 
archaeological features to Moreton's Learn. 

The Roman scatter located during the Fenland Survey at TL24129805 (Whittlesey 14) covered an 
area of some 0.8ha (ie approximately 100m diameter) and was partly buried by alluvium. [No 
evidence of regular alluvial spread is apparent on the photographs examined although there are 
irregular patches of 'deep soil' on the obliques, one of which would corroborate the field 
evidence. For reasons of clarity this has been drawn on a separate overlay.] The area of the 
Roman scatter includes several features mapped from aerial photographs which, on the basis of 
then size and form, would be suggested as likely 'domestic' enclosures. Others he beyond the 
extent of the scatter and potential for locating other nodes of occupation would appear to be high 

^-s The features mapped reflect those of other Fen edge settlements, being a spread of mixed 
domestic enclosures usually within slightly larger ditched areas (?paddocks), with small fields, 
linear boundaries and droves all tending to be aligned as the local topography dictated. A l l 
features mapped represent ditches as no discernible banks could be identified through 
stereoscopic examination of the prints. The 1:2500 plan is largely a record of earthworks 
identified on vertical aerial photographs. It is probable that slight features (hut gullies, for 
example) would not be detected in this form and considerably more detail may be expected during 
field examination. The eastern part of Area A was less clear on the photographs. Slight 
earthworks have been interpreted, many following the ahgnments of the more definite features 
and an extension of the site would seem probable. Features mapped in the south-east part of the 
area are, however, considerably more suspect as archaeological. These may be masked by the 
overlying ridge and furrow. Whatever the reason, the photographs were much less clear in this 
area and the mapped 'features' should be approached with caution. 

Immediately north of Area A , at TL23929822, is a small rectangular enclosure with a linear ditch 
continuing to its north. This enclosure is the eastern known limit of a regular axial field block 
(Fenland Survey: Whittlesey 1) which extends for at least 600m to the west. The western part 



remains as earthworks. [These features were mapped at 1:2500 for the Fenland Evaluation 
Project but do not appear in the published survey report (Hall 1987). Figure 2 in this report is a 
copy of the 1:2500 plan prepared for the Fenland Evaluation Project: included here with 
permission.] Visually there is little similarity of form or ahgnment between the features in Area A 
and those mapped to the north and a difference in their dates would seem likely. The finds from 
VVhittlesey 14 were Roman (2nd to 4th century) although these do not necessarily date all of the 
mapped features, the earthworks of Whittlesey 1 are suggested to be of Roman date (Hall 1987, 
Gazetteer). 

Area A 

1 Recorded under pasture up to, and including, 1960, ploughed subsequently with 
considerable loss to the clarity of definition of archaeological features. Major features will 
have been recorded in earthwork condition but the fine definition which is sometimes 
visible in crop-marked form has never been photographed. Crop marks of some ditches 
were recorded on oblique photographs in 1971 but at a time when the field was under 
beet, or a similar less sensitive crop. However, even this coarsely responsive crop added 
some detail to the record made of earthworks. Some masking by ridge and furrow may be 
expected in the western parts of this field. The boundaries between fields 1, 2 and 3 have 
now been removed but an east-west drain and raised track now he parallel to, and south 
of, Moreton's Learn 

2 Recorded under arable conditions in nine years and twice under ?pasture but never 
showing well defined features. Those features mapped at 1:2500 show continuity from 
the earthworks and hint at the archaeological potential in that field. 

3 Recorded under arable conditions in six years and twice under pasture, this field has never 
shown clearly. The 1:2500 plan shows possible but dubious archaeological features. 
Ridge and furrow may also contribute to the masking of earlier features in this field. 



2) S o i l assessment C A I F r e n c h 

O b s e r v a t i o n s 

E x a m i n a t i o n of the o p e n assessment trenches of the s e c o n d e v a l u a t i o n 
area i n a d v a n c e of c lay ex t rac t ion at W h i t t l e s e y b r i c k p i t s r e v e a l e d a n 
extensive area of m u c h better preservat ion of soi ls a n d sediments . 

There is a l l u v i a l cover over about hal f of the site. T h e d a r k b r o w n , s i l t y 
c l a y a l l u v i u m is s i t u a t e d i n the n o r t h e r n h a l f of the e v a l u a t i o n area 
beneath about the 5.00m O D contour . O s t e n s i b l y , the a l l u v i u m acts as the 
present d a y p l o u g h s o i l a n d var ies i n th ickness f r o m about 30-50cm. I n 
a d d i t i o n , u n d i s t u r b e d a l l u v i u m cons is t ing of a m i d - b r o w n s i l ty c lay w i t h a 
w e l l d e v e l o p e d b l o c k y p e d s t r u c t u r e is f o u n d ' c a p t u r e d ' w i t h i n the 
a rchaeo log ica l features, m a i n l y as ter t iary f i l l s of d i tches of the R o m a n 
p e r i o d . 

A w e l l preserved b u r i e d s o i l defines beneath the a l l u v i a l p l o u g h s o i l i n the 
major i ty of the trenches, except i n the highest s o u t h e r n a n d w e s t e r n parts 
of the e v a l u a t i o n area. T y p i c a l l y , it is v i s i b l e as a s i n g l e h o r i z o n of 
y e l l o w i s h to g r e y i s h b r o w n s a n d y / s i l t l o a m , w i t h a n o c c a s i o n a l to 
c o m m o n g r a v e l c o m p o n e n t , v a r y i n g i n thickness f r o m about 15-35cm. It 
exhib i t s greater a n d lesser degrees of o x i d a t i o n a n d r e d u c t i o n m o t t l i n g , 
w h i c h is a c o m m o n feature of soi ls d e v e l o p e d o n g r a v e l s u b s o i l s w h i c h 
are subject to var iab le g r o u n d - a n d so i l -water c o n d i t i o n s . F o r e x a m p l e , it 
is v e r y w e l l p r e s e r v e d i n Trenches II, III a n d I V . It w a s s a m p l e d i n t w o 
l o c a t i o n s (context 2 3 3 / P r o f i l e 2; a n d c o n t e x t 2 3 1 D / P r o f i l e 3) f o r 
m i c r o m o r p h o l o g i c a l ana lys i s . 

O f p a r t i c u l a r i m p o r t a n c e is the presence of a n area of p r o b a b l e m i d d e n 
m a t e r i a l associated w i t h evidence of o c c u p a t i o n d u r i n g the R o m a n p e r i o d 
i n Trenches II a n d I V . T h i s zone of m i d d e n mater ia l is w e l l d e f i n e d over a 
c 25 s q m area, a n d is present b o t h as f i l l s i n cut features as w e l l as o n a n d 
i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h i n the b u r i e d s o i l . It s tands out as a ' r i ch ' , b l a c k ' l o a m ' , 
f u l l of c o m m i n u t e d organic matter a n d charcoal , as w e l l as artefacts. It w a s 
s a m p l e d f o r m i c r o m o r p h o l o g i c a l a n a l y s i s i n one l o c a t i o n ( context 
3 3 8 / P r o f i l e 1), as w e l l as w i t h i n the associated b u r i e d s o i l p r o f i l e (context 
233 /Prof i l e 2). 

P o t e n t i a l 

The extensive p r e s e r v a t i o n of a b u r i e d s o i l w i t h i n the e v a l u a t i o n area is 
r e m a r k a b l e i n c o m p a r i s o n to the f i rs t assessment a n d e x c a v a t i o n area 
e x a m i n e d i n 1994 as p a r t of the same p r o g r a m m e of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . The process of seasonal a l l u v i a t i o n h a d b e g u n to b u r y the 
R o m a n a n d e a r l i e r , p r e h i s t o r i c l a n d s c a p e n o t l o n g after the R o m a n 
features o n the site ceased to be m a i n t a i n e d , thereby p r o v i d i n g a degree of 
protec t ion for the o l d l a n d surface f r o m later a g r i c u l t u r a l act ivi t ies . 
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In a d d i t i o n , m i d d e n s associated w i t h R o m a n r u r a l sites are not a n e v e r y 
d a y occurrence i n the archaeologica l r e c o r d . In fact, the o n l y s o m e w h a t 
s i m i l a r site that I a m a w a r e of i n the c o u n t y is the area of b l a c k e n e d , 
artefact-r ich p l o u g h s o i l associated w i t h the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h farmstead site 
of H a d d o n L o d g e F a r m (French 1994, see f i g 36). But , the m i d d e n area i n 
Trenches II a n d I V at W h i t t l e s e y is m u c h better p r e s e r v e d a n d m u c h less 
affected b y recent agr i cu l tura l disturbance. 

T h u s , present w i t h i n Trenches II a n d I V a n d the i m m e d i a t e v i c i n i t y there 
is a n excel lent c o m b i n a t i o n of b u r i e d s o i l , m i d d e n a n d R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n 
site protec ted b y a l l u v i a l deposi ts . Therefore , this site c o m p l e x deserves 
t h o r o u g h r e c o r d i n g i n a d v a n c e of d e s t r u c t i o n for its c o m b i n a t i o n of 
s t rat igraphic , artefactual , economic a n d land-use evidence . 
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3) T h e P l a n t R e m a i n s C Stevens 

A total of four samples f r o m the excavat ion w e r e f loated a n d assessed for 
p l a n t macros . Three of these came f r o m ditches F.86 [289d], F.168 [300], 
F.169 [328], w h i l s t the t h i r d w a s a r i c h l o a m y s o i l , w h i c h w a s p o s s i b l y 
d e r i v e d f r o m m i d d e n mater ia l F.179 [372]. The samples w e r e a l l R o m a n i n 
date. 

M e t h o d o l o g y 

The samples were f loated u s i n g a 1 m m m e s h to collect the res idue a n d a 5 
m m m e s h s ize to col lect the f lot . The f lots w e r e t h e n d r i e d a n d sor ted 
u s i n g a s tereo-binocular microscope at x 10 m a g n i f i c a t i o n . The seeds f r o m 
three of the contexts w e r e c o u n t e d a n d i d e n t i f i e d w h e r e p o s s i b l e , the 
f o u r t h f r o m a d i t c h to the east? of the site, F.169 [328], o w i n g to the a m o u n t 
of m a t e r i a l w a s s c a n n e d for v a r i o u s c o m p o n e n t s w h i c h w e r e g i v e n the 
f o l l o w i n g scales of abundance . The results are tabulated i n Table 1. 

+++ H i g h l y A b u n d a n t 
++ M o d e r a t e l y A b u n d a n t 
+ F a i r l y A b u n d a n t 

R e s u l t s 

C h a r r e d p l a n t r e m a i n s w e r e f a i r l y a b u n d a n t i n m o s t of the s a m p l e s , 
especia l ly the s a m p l e f r o m F.169 [328], a d i t c h f i l l o v e r - l a i n w i t h a l l u v i u m , 
w h e r e the total n u m b e r of p lant remains extracted p r o b a b l y exceeded 2000 
i tems. P r e s e r v a t i o n w a s g e n e r a l l y v e r y h i g h d u e to the f a v o u r a b l e s o i l 
c o n d i t i o n s . 

The range of species extracted w a s h i g h l y d iverse . Seeds of f ree- threshing 
w h e a t s , T r i t i c u m a e s t i v o - c o m p a c t u m , g l u m e w h e a t s , p o s s i b l y b o t h spel t 
a n d e m m e r , T. spelta a n d T. d i c c o c u m , h u l l e d b a r l e y , H o r d e u m sp. r y e , 
Secale cereale, C e l t i c bean , V i c i a faba, a n d F i e l d Pea , P i s i u m s a t i v u m w e r e 
a l l recovered f r o m the samples . In a d d i t i o n it m a y be poss ib le to i d e n t i f y 
if the seeds of oats, A v e n a sp. , are w i l d or c u l t i v a t e d if f ragments of f loret 
bases are present i n sample F.169 [328], a l t h o u g h none w e r e spot ted d u r i n g 
the assessment. Seeds of T u r n i p , Brassica r a p a , , f r o m the same s a m p l e 
m a y s i m i l a r l y come f r o m c u l t i v a t e d p l a n t s , b u t c o u l d e q u a l l y h a v e b e e n 
g r o w i n g as w e e d s w i t h i n the arable f i e l d s . F r a g m e n t s of p a r e n c h y m a 
( c h a r r e d roots a n d tubers) w e r e a l so f r e q u e n t w i t h i n the s a m p l e s , 
especial ly sample F.179 [372], w h e r e several larger pieces (0.5 to 1 cm2) w e r e 
r e c o v e r e d . 

In a d d i t i o n seeds of severa l w i l d species w e r e also r e c o v e r e d f r o m the 
samples . In the case of m a n y s u c h as c o r n c o c k l e , A g r o s t e m m a g i t h a g o , 
c l e a v e r s , G a l i u m a p a r i n e , s cent less m a y w e e d , T r i p l e u r o s p e r m u m 
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i n o d o r u m , c u r l e d d o c k , R u m e x c r i s p u s , sheep's s o r r e l , R u m e x acetosella, 
c h i c k w e e d , S t e l l a r i a m e d i a , r e d bar t i s ia , O d o n t i t e s v e r n a , oats, A v e n a s p , 
b r o m e grass , B r o m u s sp., k n o t grass , P o l y g o n u m a v i c u l a r e , o r a n c h e , 
A t r i p l e x s p . , fat h e n , C h e n o p o d i u m a l b u m , b i n d w e e d , F a l l o p i a 
c o n v o l v o l o u s , w h i t e c h a r l o c k , Raphanus r a p h a n i s t r u m , t u r n i p , B r a s s i c a 
rapa , a n d vetch V i c i a / L a t h y r u s sp. are l i k e l y to have come i n as w e e d s of 
the c r o p . O t h e r s m a y also h a v e c o m e i n as c r o p w e e d s , b u t are a lso 
c o m m o n i n grass lands s u c h as m e a d o w grass, Poa sp . , c l o v e r , T r i f o l i u m 
sp. , M e d d i c k / L u c e r n e , M e d i c a g o sp. , d o c k , R u m e x sp. , p l a n t a i n , P l a n t a g o 
l a n c e o l a t a . W h i l s t others s u c h as s p i k e w e e d , Eleocharis sp . , sedge, Carex 
sp , a n d greater sedge, C l a d i u m m a r i t i m u s . are c o m m o n seeds of w e t l a n d s , 
but at least i n the case of the former t w o are also poss ib le w e e d s of past 
arable f ie lds. 

Interpretation 

The samples p r o b a b l y a l l represent process ing waste , a l t h o u g h the s a m p l e 
f r o m F.169 c o u l d be d e r i v e d f r o m w h o l e u n p r o c e s s e d s e m i - c l e a n e d 
spikelets a n d w o u l d require further quant i f i ca t ion to establ ish. 

The s a m p l e s f r o m F.86, F.168 a n d F.179, w e r e h i g h l y s i m i l a r i n that a l l 
conta ined several w e t l a n d a n d grass land species. The s a m p l e f r o m F.169 
also conta ined some w e t l a n d species, Carex sp. , but o therwise c o n t a i n e d a 
fa i r ly t y p i c a l arable f lora , w i t h some indica t ions of ac id i ty i n d i c a t e d b y the 
presence of the seed capsule of w h i t e char lock . The s a m p l e came f r o m a 
d i t c h f i l l adjacent to a poss ib le p l a t f o r m a n d s t ructure . G i v e n the h i g h 
densi ty of cereal remains i n the deposi t , it is poss ible that the area w a s u s e d 
for g r a i n process ing . 

Samples f r o m F.86 a n d F.179 are later than the s a m p l e f r o m F.169. G i v e n 
its s i m i l a r i t y to the former samples F.168 is quite p o s s i b l y of a s i m i l a r date. 
The h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n of w e t l a n d species w i t h i n the later samples are i n 
k e e p i n g w i t h the increas ing wetness seen o n the site a n d s u r r o u n d i n g area 
c u m u l a t i n g i n the a l l u v i a t i o n w h i c h c o m p l e t e l y seals the f i l l [328] i n F.169. 
The h i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n s of g r a s s l a n d species seen w i t h i n these d e p o s i t s , 
c o m b i n e d w i t h the presence of p l a n t a i n , a species of m o r e calcareous soi ls , 
suggests that some s h i f t i n g of f ie lds onto pasture l a n d m a y h a v e o c c u r r e d , 
p o s s i b l y i n a n a t tempt to counter i n c r e a s e d f l o o d i n g . S o m e of these 
samples also c o n t a i n seeds of greater sedge, a w e t l a n d species c o m m o n l y 
used for thatch i n the m e d i e v a l p e r i o d . It is also poss ib le that the species 
encroached into the crops a n d so w a s col lected w i t h the harvest . 

The latest s a m p l e f r o m the site comes f r o m a s o i l p o s s i b l y d e r i v e d f r o m 
m i d d e n m a t e r i a l . The f a i r l y h i g h a m o u n t s of w o o d c h a r c o a l , f o o d a n d 
crop process ing waste w i t h i n this so i l w o u l d s u p p o r t this , a n d it is poss ib le 
that the d u m p i n g of domest i c waste u p o n this area m a y h a v e s e r v e d to 
combat the i n c r e a s i n g wetness . The s a m p l e also conta ins b o t h seeds of 
p l a n t a i n a n d w h i t e char lock, t w o species u n l i k e l y to have been g r o w i n g i n 
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the same f ie lds , i n d i c a t i n g an e x p l o i t a t i o n of a w i d e range of soi ls d u r i n g 
the f o r m a t i o n of the deposi t . 

Table 1. Quantified results 

Soil sample 24 25 26 29 
Context 289d 300 328 327 
Feature :.86 F.168 F.169 F.179 
Volume (litres) 12 12 12 18 

Species 
Chenopodium album 1 2 
Atriplex sp. 5 ++ 2 
Agrostemma githago 1 
Stellaria media 1 
Polygonum sp. 2 2 
Polygonum aviculare 1 1 + 
Fallopia convolvolous 5 1 
Rumex acetosella 1 
Rumex cf. crispus 2 3 ++ 
Rumex cf. cong/ obtus/ sang 2 
M a l v a sp. 1 1 
Brassica rapa + 
Raphanus raphanistrum 1 1 
V i c i a / L a t h y r u s sp. 6 14 ++ 3 
Vic ia faba 1 
Pis ium sativum 2 
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continued 
Soil sample 24 25 26 29 
Context 289d 300 328 327 
Feature F.86 F.168 F.169 F.179 
Volume (litres) 12 12 12 18 

Species 
Medicago sp. 2 1 
Trifol ium (small <1.5 mm) 2 5 2 
Trifol ium (large <1.5 mm) 1 1 
Mercurialis annua 1 
Plantago lanceolata 1 2 1 
Odontites verna 1 1 
Odonti tes/Euphrasia sp. 1 
G a l i u m aparine ++ 
G a l i u m sp. (small) 1 1 
Asteraceae (undiff.) 1 
Tripleurospermum inodorum 3 5 
C l a d i u m maritimus 3 2 
Eleocharis palustris 3 7 
Carex trig 1 + 1 
Carex flat. 2 
cf. Poa sp. 1 
Avena sp. 2 8 +++ 
Avena sp./Bromus sp. 4 
Bromus sp. 1 1 
Seed indet (<2.5mm) 4 5 3 
Seed indet (>2.5mm) 4 
Cereals 
Hordeum sp. (hulled) 2 + 
Hordeum sp. (rachis fragments) 1 
Secale cereale (grains) 1 
Triticum undiff. (grains) 21 3 
T. diccocum/spelta (spiklet forks) 1 1 ++ 
T. diccocum/spelta (grains) 8 +++ 4 
T. diccocum/spelta (glume bases) 24 67 +++ 
cf. T. diccocum (glume bases) 1 2 
T. spelta (glume bases) 1 22 + 
T. aestivo-compactum 1 1 
Cereals undiff. (grains) 2 3 2 
Cereal (undiff.) basal rachis 1 
Cereals undiff. (basal culm nodes) 1 
Cereals undiff. (culm nodes) 3 ++ 1 
C u l m internode 3 
Parenchyma 2 10 
bud (indet.) 1 
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4) P o l l e n A n a l y s i s R Scaife 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

P o l l e n s u b - s a m p l e s h a v e b e e n t a k e n a n d a n a l y s e d f r o m the p a l a e o s o l 
(context [289]) a n d o v e r l y i n g m i d d e n m a t e r i a l ([288]). It w a s c o n s i d e r e d 
that these features h a d the p o t e n t i a l for p o l l e n p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d t h u s , 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n f the l o c a l p a l a e o e n v i r o n m e n t , v e g e t a t i o n a n d p o s s i b l e 
aspects of c u l t i v a t i o n . D a t a f r o m s u c h a n a l y s i s c o u l d c o n t r i b u t e the 
s tudies u n d e r t a k e n o n the p lant macrofoss i ls b y P . M u r p h y . These aspects 
are i temised as f o l l o w s : 

a) T o ascertain if p o l l e n a n d spores are present a n d if so, their state of 
p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

b) T o p r o v i d e p r e l i m i n a r y i n f o r m a t i o n o n the p o l l e n t a x o n o m i c 
rs content . 

c) If present, w h a t p o l l e n indica t ions of h u m a n ac t iv i ty c o u l d be seen 
i n these spot samples . 

d) W h a t is the potent ia l of the site for reconstruct ing the loca l a n d 
r e g i o n a l vegeta t ion a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l h i s t o r y . 

e) Does the site offer potent ia l for m o r e deta i led a n d v a l i d w o r k i n the 
f u t u r e . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , m o n o l i t h s e c t i o n s w e r e t a k e n f r o m the e x p o s e d 
archaeologica l sect ion N o . 108 e m b r a c i n g the b u r i e d s o i l p r o f i l e [289] a n d 
o v e r l y i n g the m i d d e n sequence [288]. A total of f o u r sub s a m p l e s f r o m 
these m o n o l i t h s have been e x a m i n e d for sub- foss i l p o l l e n a n d spores a n d 
the data a c c r u i n g f r o m this w o r k is presented i n this assessment report . 

M e t h o d o l o g y 

E x t r a c t i o n p r o c e d u r e s f o l l o w e d those o u t l i n e d i n M o o r e et al. 1991. 
Because the sed iments w e r e l a r g e l y i n o r g a n i c , m i c r o - m e s h s i e v i n g (10|i) 
for r e m o v a l of the c l a y f r a c t i o n w a s u n d e r t a k e n . S a m p l e s w e r e 
def loccula ted w i t h 8% K O H . Coarse debr is w a s r e m o v e d t h r o u g h s i e v i n g 
at 150|i a n d c lay b y m i c r o m e s h ( lOu). R e m a i n i n g s i l i ca w a s d iges ted w i t h 
40% h y d r o f l u o r i c a c i d . E r d t m a n s acetolysis w a s carr ied out for r e m o v a l of 
ce l lulose . The concentrated p o l l e n a n d spores w e r e s ta ined w i t h s a f r a n i n 
a n d m o u n t e d i n g l y c e r o l je l ly . P o l l e n w a s i d e n t i f i e d a n d c o u n t e d w i t h a n 
O l y m p u s b i o l o g i c a l research m i c r o s c o p e w i t h phase contrast f a c i l i t y at 
m a g n i f i c a t i o n s of x400 a n d xlOOO. These e x t r a c t i o n t e c h n i q u e s w e r e 
s u c c e s s f u l a n d a p r e l i m i n a r y p o l l e n d i a g r a m (see f i g u r e ) has b e e n 
constructed u s i n g T i l i a a n d T i l i a G r a p h i n the Q u a t e r n a r y E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
C h a n g e R e s e a r c h C e n t r e of the D e p t . of G e o g r a p h y , U n i v e r s i t y of 
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S o u t h a m p t o n . P o l l e n is c a l c u l a t e d as a percentage of to ta l p o l l e n a n d 
spores as a percentage of total p o l l e n p l u s spores. T a x o n o m y f o l l o w s that 
of Stace (1991) a n d M o o r e et al. (1991). 

Results of analysis. 

The f o u r p o l l e n spot s a m p l e s s p a n the p a l a e o s o l s u b - s o i l a n d u p p e r 
h o r i z o n a n d the m i d d e n depos i t s w h i c h e f fec t ive ly seal the b u r i e d s o i l . 
The t w o s t ra t igraphica l d i v i s i o n s are characterised a n d d iscussed : 

The B u r i e d soil 

A b s o l u t e n u m b e r s of p o l l e n grains i n the l o w e r leve ls of the b u r i e d s o i l 
(sub-soil) are l o w e r than i n subsequent levels a n d are also a c c o m p a n i e d b y 
larger n u m b e r s of d e g r a d e d p o l l e n gra ins . Lac tuco ideae (Asteraceae) a n d 
fern spores are t y p i c a l of d i f f e r e n t i a l p r e s e r v a t i o n of p o l l e n taxa w h i c h 
have th icker a n d m o r e robust exines ( p o l l e n w a l l s ) . These are f r e q u e n t l y 
f o u n d to be m o r e a b u n d a n t i n the l o w e r levels of s u c h soi ls a n d are s t r o n g 
i n d i c a t i o n s that the p o l l e n spectra are s k e w e d i n f a v o u r of these types 
( D i m b l e b y 1985). T h i s is the case here, a n d the basa l l e v e l is d o m i n a t e d b y 
Lac tucoideae ( d a n d e l i o n types) to 58% of total p o l l e n thus i n d i c a t i n g that 
s u c h d i f fe rent ia l p r e s e r v a t i o n is l i k e l y to h a v e o c c u r r e d . A l s o present are 
Poaceae w i t h s m a l l n u m b e r s of Q u e r c u s (oak), C o r y l u s a v e l l a n a t y p e (da isy 
fami ly) a n d Cyperaceae (sedges). A t the top of the b u r i e d s o i l (the o l d l a n d 
surface?) L a c t u c o i d e a e a n d Poaceae are less a b u n d a n t (30% a n d 10% 
respect ively) . C o n v e r s e l y , Cyperaceae va lues increase m a r k e d l y to 50% of 
tota l p o l l e n . Spores of ferns i n c l u d i n g m o n o l e t e D r y o p t e r i s t y p e a n d 
P t e r i d i u m a q u i l i n u m (bracken) are s i m i l a r l y m o r e a b u n d a n t i n the l o w e s t 
leve l because of their better preserva t ion i n p o o r c o n d i t i o n s . 

P o l l e n p r e s e r v a t i o n at the top of the s o i l is better t h a n the s u b - s o i l a n d 
there is , therefore, a better representat ion of the f l o r a w h i c h w a s present 
i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r to b u r i a l b y m i d d e n a c c u m u l a t i o n . P o l l e n gra ins w i t h 
th inner exines s u c h as Cyperaceae are p r e s e r v e d . F r o m the p o l l e n spectra , 
it appears that there w e r e f e w trees i n the i m m e d i a t e l o c a l area. S m a l l 
n u m b e r s of p o l l e n of P i n u s (pine) , Q u e r c u s (oak) a n d C o r y l u s a v e l l a n a 
t y p e are l i k e l y to be f r o m r e g i o n a l g r o w t h . T h e p r e p o n d e r a n c e of 
Cyperaceae is f r o m the on-site d o m i n a n c e sedges a n d it is suggested that 
the loca l habitat w a s a wet h o l l o w . Sporadic S p h a g n u m (bog moss) spores 
s i m i l a r l y attest to this a l t h o u g h the loca t ion of this site o n the edges of the 
Fens also suggests that at least some of the w e t l a n d p o l l e n taxa m a y d e r i v e 
f r o m m i r e c o m m u n i t i e s farther a f i e l d . N o n - w e t l a n d p l a n t s i n c l u d e s m a l l 
n u m b e r s of cereal p o l l e n a n d associated w e e d s , e.g. P o l y g o n u m a v i c u l a r e . 
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The m i d d e n deposits. 

The t w o levels of the m i d d e n are d o m i n a t e d b y Cyperaceae (sedges) w i t h 
h igher v a l u e s t h a n i n the u n d e r l i n g s o i l p r o f i l e (36 - 70% of total p o l l e n ) . 
H o w e v e r , the u p p e r m o s t l e v e l s h o w s a m a r k e d e x p a n s i o n of Poaceae a n d 
s m a l l increases i n other herb types (cereals, P l a n t a g o l a n c e o l a t a , A p i a c e a e 
a n d spores of ferns. W i t h the l i m i t e d n u m b e r of samples a n d p r e l i m i n a r y 
p o l l e n counts m a d e , it is not poss ible to ascertain w i t h a n y certa inty if the 
' m i d d e n ' deposi t w a s a r a p i d d u m p or accrued t h r o u g h a longer t ime s p a n . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , there is n o c lear e v i d e n c e f r o m the p o l l e n that w e are 
d e a l i n g w i t h a t r u e m i d d e n d e p o s i t of d o m e s t i c re fuse . T h e h i g h e r 
percentage va lues of Cyperaceae suggest that the s a m p l e site r e m a i n e d w e t 
a n d that p e r h a p s there w a s a greater b u i l d - u p of organic m a t e r i a l u n d e r 
more anaerobic c o n d i t i o n s . A s w i t h the u n d e r l y i n g pa laeoso l , the absence 
of l o c a l trees a n d shrubs is noted b u t w i t h some e v i d e n c e of cereals a n d 
p o s s i b l y pasture present. It is poss ib le that m i d d e n m a t e r i a l w a s d i s p o s e d 

/~\ of i n a m o r e m a r s h y , l o w e r - l y i n g zone . 

Conclusions and suggestions for additional analysis 

P o l l e n has b e e n s u c c e s s f u l l y ex t rac ted f r o m these t w o a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
contexts. B o t h the b u r i e d s o i l p r o f i l e a n d the o v e r l y i n g m i d d e n i l lus t ra te 
a n o p e n e n v i r o n m e n t w i t h f e w t reesorowing i n the l o c a l area d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d of o c c u p a t i o n / a r c h a e o l o g i c a l ac t iv i ty . The site s a m p l e d appears to 
have been a rather w e t habi tat s u p p o r t i n g grass a n d sedge v e g e t a t i o n . 
There is , h o w e v e r , some evidence for l o c a l cereal c u l t i v a t i o n a n d p o s s i b l y 
pas tora l ac t iv i ty . H o w e v e r , the p o l l e n catchment f r o m s u c h a s o i l p r o f i l e 
represents to a large extent o n l y the v e r y l o c a l f l o r a a n d as s u c h these 
suggest ions m u s t r e m a i n tentative w i t h o u t m o r e deta i led ana lys i s . 

F r o m the above d i s c u s s i o n it is apparent that p o l l e n p r e s e r v a t i o n is p o o r 
i n the l o w e r levels of the so i l pro f i l e but becomes better u p w a r d s to the o l d 
l a n d surface. T h i s is n o r m a l a n d i n s u c h s i tuat ions , c loser s a m p l i n g (e.g. 
2 c m c o n t i g u o u s in tervals ) i n the u p p e r l e v e l of s u c h a b u r i e d s o i l c a n 
p r o d u c e v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n o n the l o c a l v e g e t a t i o n / h a b i t a t s p r i o r to 
b u r i a l . C o n s e q u e n t l y , it is suggested that if further w o r k is c a r r i e d out o n 
this sequence, c o n t i g u o u s s a m p l i n g of the u p p e r s o i l p r o f i l e b u t b r o a d e r 
s a m p l i n g (e.g. 4 or 8cm) at l o w e r levels be carr ied out. 

T h e m i d d e n s e q u e n c e has a l so y i e l d e d s u b - f o s s i l p o l l e n . F u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n th is feature w o u l d be f o r t h c o m i n g if a d d i t i o n a l p o l l e n 
samples w e r e e x a m i n e d f r o m t h r o u g h o u t the p r o f i l e a n d if s t a n d a r d a n d 
s ta t i s t i ca l ly s i g n i f i c a n t rather t h a n assessment counts w e r e m a d e . T h i s 
m i g h t be done at a s a m p l i n g i n t e rva l of 4 or 8cm. 
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5) F a u n a l R e m a i n s M L e v i n e 

The s a m p l e of a n i m a l bones a n d teeth o b t a i n e d f r o m K i n g ' s D y k e P i t , 
W h i t t l e s e y , is v e r y s m a l l . I n t o t a l 367 a n a t o m i c a l e l e m e n t s w e r e 
recovered, of w h i c h 95 (or 25.9%) w e r e ident i f iab le to species. M o s t of the 
m a t e r i a l came f r o m R o m a n contexts (343 elements , of w h i c h 88, or 25.7%, 
were species ident i f iable) . Deta i l s re levant to this assessment are i n c l u d e d 
i n the enclosed tables. 

The p r e s e r v a t i o n state of the m a t e r i a l f r o m this site is v e r y g o o d . O n the 
one h a n d , a re la t ive ly h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of the bone is ident i f i ab le . O n the 
other , the c o n d i t i o n of the b o n e surfaces is g e n e r a l l y v e r y g o o d . T h i s 
means that analyses of p o p u l a t i o n structure, p a l e o p a t h o l o g y a n d b u t c h e r y 
c o u l d be carr ied out a n d that a re la t ive ly h i g h p r o p o r t i o n of the m a t e r i a l 
w i l l be measurable . A rather s m a l l n u m b e r of bones have f resh breaks . 

T a x a r e c o v e r e d i n c l u d e , cattle (Bos taurus) , s h e e p / g o a t ( O v i s aries a n d 
O v i s / C a p r a ) , p i g (Sus scrofa), horse (Equus caballus) , d o g (or p o s s i b l y w o l f ) 
( C a n i s f a m i l i a r i s or C a n i s l u p u s ) , r e d deer ant le r ( w o r k e d ) ( C e r v u s 
e laphus) , roe deer antler (Capreo lus capreolus) , a n d b i r d . O v e r 50% of the 
elements are f r o m cattle. 

Because of the g o o d preservat ion state of the mater ia l f r o m K i n g ' s D y k e 
P i t , a deta i led s t u d y of the fauna s h o u l d reveal a great deal about a n i m a l 
h u s b a n d r y carr ied out at this site d u r i n g the R o m a n p e r i o d . A s regards the 
fauna , a large scale excavat ion of this site w o u l d be v a l u a b l e a n d is h i g h l y 
r e c o m m e n d e d . 

A s s e s s m e n t of F a u n a f r o m K i n g ' s D y k e P i t , W h i t t l e s e y : R o m a n Features 

Cat. 
No. 

Location No. Taxon Material No. ident. 
fragments 

Notes 

761 Tr. XIV F.80 1 Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 
762 Tr.XIV F.83 6 Bos taurus Bone 3 Horncore 

Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 
763 Tr. IV F.85 9 O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 2 burned 
764 Tr. Iv F.86 3 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 

Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 
765 Tr.IV F.87 5 Bos taurus Bone 3 1 positive i d . 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
766 Tr. II F.94 & 

F.95 
2 B i r d Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
767 Tr. II F.98 7 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 

Sus scrofa Tooth 1 
Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 1 w i t h fresh 

break 
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Continued 
768 F.98 E. of Tr. 

IV 
4 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

769 Tr. II F.98 & 
F.102 

2 Bos taurus Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
770 Tr. II F.102 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
771 F.107 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 Burned 
772 Tr. II F.109 3 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
773 Tr. II F.110 4 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
774 Tr. II F.109 5 Sus scrofa Bone 1 

Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 
1 1 1 Tr. Ill F.75 3 Bos taurus Tooth 2 Fresh break (one 

tooth broken in 
two) 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 Blackened 
718 Tr. Ill F.75 2 Bos taurus Tooth 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
119 F.121 55 Bos taurus Tooth 3 

Bos taurus Bone 2 
O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

780 F.86 4 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 2 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

781 Tr. Ill F.75 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
782 F.86 2 Bos taurus Bone 1 Horncore 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
783 F.86 12 Sus scrofa Tooth 4 Probably a l l 

same jaw 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

784 F.84 8 Bos taurus Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 5 w i t h fresh 

breaks 
785 F.94 4 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
786 F.94/168 71 B i r d Bone 4 

Bos taurus Bone 7 
Bos taurus Tooth 7 
Capreolus 
capreolus 

A n t l e r 1 

Ovis aries Bone 1 
Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 Probably much of 

this comes from 
the Bos jaw 

787 F.168 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
790 F.94 2 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 Both w i t h fresh 

breaks 
791 F.117 12 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
792 F.86 25 Bos taurus Bone 1 

O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

793 F. 86 9 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 3 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

794 3 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
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Continued 
O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

795 F.86 3 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone? 0 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

796 F.92 3 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
798 F.87 3 Bos taurus Bone 1 

O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

799 T r . X F.136 1 Bos taurus Tooth 1 
800 Tr. II F.96 37 Bos taurus Bone 10 7 w i t h fresh 

breaks 
Bos taurus Tooth 2 
O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

801 F.96 4 Equus caballus Bone 1 Tibia shaft and 
distal end 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
802 F.171 8 O v i s aries Bone 2 One bone freshly 

broken 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

804 Tr. II F.96 16 Bos taurus Bone 7 Including 
scapula w i t h 
fresh breaks 

Cervus elaphus A n t l e r 4 W o r k e d antler -
w i t h fresh 
breaks 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

Tota l 343 88 

% 25.7% 
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1 

Assessment of Fauna from King's Dyke Pit, Whittlesey: 
Taxa List for Roman Features 

Taxon Teeth or Bone Identifiable fragments Taxon Percentage 

Bird Bone 5 5.7% 

Bos taurus Bone 51 58.0% 

Bos taurus(probably) Bone 2 2.3% 

Capreolus capreolus Antler 1 1.1% 

Cervus elaphus Antler 4 4.5% 

Equus caballus Bone 1 1.1% 

Ovis aries Bone 3 3.4% 

Ovis/Capra Tooth 15 17.0% 

Sus scrofa Tooth 6 6.8% 

Unidentifiable Bone 0 0.0% 

Taxon Total 88 
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Assessment of Fauna from King's Dyke Pit, Whittlesey: A l l Features 

Catalogue 
Number 

Location No. Taxon Material No. of ident. 
fragments 

Notes 

761 Tr. XIV F.80 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
762 Tr.XIV F.83 6 Bos taurus Bone 3 Horncore 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
763 Tr. IV F.85 9 O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 2 burned 
764 Tr. Iv F.86 3 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
765 Tr.IV F.87 5 Bos taurus Bone 3 1 positive i d . 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
766 Tr. II F.94 & 

F.95 
2 B i r d Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
767 Tr. II F.98 7 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 

Sus scrofa Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 1 w i t h fresh 

break 
768 F.98 E. of Tr. 

IV 
4 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

769 Tr. II F.98 & 
F.102 

2 Bos taurus Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
770 Tr. II F.102 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
771 F.107 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 Burned 
772 Tr. II F.109 3 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
773 Tr. II F.110 4 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
774 Tr. II F.109 5 Sus scrofa Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
775 F.58 3 Equus caballus Tooth 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
776 Tr. VIII 

F.162 
1 Canis famil iar is 

or lupus 
Bone 1 

777 Tr. Ill F.75 3 Bos taurus Tooth 2 Fresh break 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 Blackened 

778 Tr. Ill F.75 2 Bos taurus Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
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Continued 
779 F.121 55 Bos taurus Tooth 3 

Bos taurus Bone 2 Petrous bones. 
O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

780 F.86 4 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 2 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

781 Tr. HI F.75 1 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
782 F.86 2 Bos taurus Bone 1 Horncore 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
783 F.86 12 Sus scrofa Tooth 4 Probably a l l 

from same jaw 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

784 F.84 8 Bos taurus Tooth 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 5 w i t h fresh 

breaks 

785 F.94 4 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
786 F.94/168 71 B i r d Bone 4 

Bos taurus Tooth 7 
Bos taurus Bone 7 
Capreolus 
capreolus 

A n t l e r 1 

Ovis aries Bone 1 
Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 M u c h of this 

comes from 
the Bos jaw 

787 F.168 1 Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 
788 3 Bos taurus Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
789 4 Bos taurus Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
790 F.94 2 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 Both w i t h 

fresh breaks 
791 F.117 12 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
792 F.86 25 Bos taurus Bone 1 

O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

793 F. 86 9 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 3 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

794 3 O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 
O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
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Continued 
795 F.86 3 O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 

U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone? 0 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

796 F.92 3 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 
797 Tr. X F.138 2 U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 1 burned 
798 F.87 3 Bos taurus Bone 1 

O v i s / C a p r a Bone 1 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

799 Tr .X F.136 1 Bos taurus Tooth 1 
800 Tr. II F.96 37 Bos taurus Tooth 2 

Bos taurus Bone 10 7 w i t h fresh 
breaks 

O v i s / C a p r a Tooth 1 
Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 

801 F.96 4 Equus caballus Bone 1 T i b i a shaft 
and distal 
end 

Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 
802 F.171 8 Ovis aries Bone 2 One bone, 

fresh 1 break 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 

803 Tr. XI F.129 11 Bos taurus Bone 2 
U n i d e n t i f i a b l e Bone 0 3 w i t h new 

breaks 
804 Tr. II F.96 16 Bos taurus Bone 7 Including 

scapula w i t h 
fresh breaks 

Cervus elaphus A n t l e r 4 W o r k e d 
antler - w i t h 
fresh breaks 

Unident i f i ab le Bone 0 

805 Tr. XII F.140 1 Bos taurus Bone 1 

Totals: 367 95 

Percentage 25.9% 

68 



6) Roman Coins A C h a l l a n d s 

S m a l l F i n d N o . 6: T r e n c h I I ; F e a t u r e 9 6 ; C o n t e x t [ 3 6 0 ] . 

JE Sestertius 

W h i l s t this c o i n is c o r r o d e d , v e r y w o r n a n d i l l e g i b l e , sesterti i c o m m o n l y 
c i rcu la ted i n B r i t a i n d u r i n g the m i d 1st a n d 2 n d centuries A D . G e n e r a l l y 
the c i r c u l a t i o n r a p i d l y d e c r e a s e d after the e n d of the 2 n d c e n t u r y . 
P r o d u c t i o n of sestertii comple te ly ceased a r o u n d A D 260. 

C o n d i t i o n - The w e a r o n this c o i n is excessive a n d it w o u l d h a v e been i n 
c i r c u l a t i o n for a considerable t ime - as s u c h it is of l i t t le use 
for precise da t ing . 

S m a l l f i n d N o . 7: T r e n c h I I ; M a c h i n e s p o i l . 

JE 3 1 8 m m diameter C o n s t a n t i n i a n C o m m e m o r a t i v e Issue. 

O b v e r s e - C [ O N S T A N ] T I N O P O L I S 
H e l m e t e d a n d cuirassed bust h o l d i n g sceptre, l o o k i n g left. 

Reverse - N o L e g e n d 
C o n s t a n t i n o p o l i s s t a n d i n g left o n p r o w , h o l d i n g transverse 
spear w i t h left h a n d rest ing o n s h i e l d . 

M i n t M a r k - [TR] .S 

M i n t e d be tween A D 330 - 335 

C o n d i t i o n - N o c i r c u l a t i o n w e a r , but c o r r o d e d . 

N o . 66 i n L . R . B . C . Part 1 (Carson et al. 1965) 
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7) Roman Pottery L R o l l o 

The pot tery f r o m the e v a l u a t i o n exercise u n d e r t a k e n d u r i n g the a u t u m n 
of 1985 has been ca ta logued to the m i n i m u m l e v e l (the "ceramic archive ' ) 
r e c o m m e n d e d b y the S t u d y G r o u p for R o m a n P o t t e r y i n its G u i d e l i n e s 
A d v i s o r y D o c u m e n t 1, 1994. The database w a s c o m p i l e d u s i n g D b a s e I V , 
a n d copies b o t h as a p r i n t - o u t a n d o n diskette are attached h e r e w i t h . T h i s 
report w a s generated u s i n g W o r d Perfect. 

1653 sherds of pot tery , w e i g h i n g a total of 29,936 g m s h a v e been c lass i f ied 
u s i n g a f o r m a n d fabric type series created b y a m p l i f y i n g the codes for 
i m p o r t e d , p r o v i n c i a l l y - a n d r e g i o n a l l y - t r a d e d wares , c u r r e n t l y u s e d at the 
C i t y of L i n c o l n A r c h a e o l o g i c a l U n i t , to i n c l u d e the l o c a l p r o d u c t s of the 
L o w e r N e n e V a l l e y , based o n the types i d e n t i f i e d i n R o m a n P o t t e r y f r o m 
t h e N e n e V a l l e y : A G u i d e . 

T h e Fabrics 

The pot tery w a s genera l ly i n a g o o d state of p r e s e r v a t i o n w i t h , h o w e v e r , 
some i n d i c a t i o n of p o s t - d e p o s i t i o n a l s t a i n i n g a n d accretions w h i c h suggest 
that some of the contexts m a y h a v e b e e n w a t e r l o g g e d p e r i o d i c a l l y . T h e 
one fabric type w h i c h d i s p l a y s these characterist ics most m a r k e d l y is the 
s h e l l - g r i t t e d p o t t e r y . Sherds of th is m a t e r i a l h a v e g e n e r a l l y lost the i r 
surface she l l content t h r o u g h w a t e r - l e a c h i n g a n d are not i ceab ly softer a n d 
m o r e fr iable t h a n n o r m a l ; surface c o l o u r a t i o n has also been affected. F o r 
th is reason f ine t y p o l o g i c a l a n d c h r o n o l o g i c a l c a t e g o r i s a t i o n has b e e n 
c o m p r o m i s e d : it has b e e n p o s s i b l e to d i s t i n g u i s h m e r e l y that m a t e r i a l 
w h i c h is p r o b a b l y R o m a n ( S H E L - R ) , that w h i c h is u n i d e n t i f i a b l e ( S H E L ) , 
a n d o n l y p o t t e r y e x h i b i t i n g u n a m b i g u o u s p r e - R o m a n t e c h n o l o g i c a l a n d 
decorat ive characterist ics has been i d e n t i f i e d as preh i s tor i c ( I A S H C ) . T h e 
lack of recognisably prehis tor ic mater ia l i n the catalogue m a y , therefore, be 
m o r e apparent t h a n rea l . H o w e v e r , the p r e v a l e n c e of s c o r e d w a r e s o n 
M i d d l e a n d Late I ron A g e sites general ly i n the East M i d l a n d s suggests that 
its scarc i ty here is a v a l i d i n d i c a t o r of l o w a c t i v i t y at W B P i n the p r e -
R o m a n p e r i o d . 

F r o m T a b l e 1, a n a n a l y s i s of the m a t e r i a l b y fabr i c , it is i m m e d i a t e l y 
apparent that the o v e r w h e l m i n g p r e p o n d e r a n c e of the p o t t e r y is R o m a n : 
there is l i t t le ev idence f r o m the co l lec t ion for a n y contexts w h i c h suggest 
a n y t h i n g b u t r a n d o m a c t i v i t y o n site before or after that date . ( S u c h 
groups as d o exist have been i d e n t i f i e d i n the attached catalogue.) 
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Table 1: Analysis of the Pottery from WBP 95 by Fabric 

Fabric Code Count Weight 
L N e n e V a l l e y C o l o u r - 326 5059 
coats (inc. micadusted) 
L N e n e V a l l e y G r e y 543 7029 
Wares 
L N e n e V a l l e y C r e a m 37 222 
Wares 
Shell-gritted undiag . 66 659 
Shel l -gr i t ted-Roman 389 6950 
Imported Fine Wares 1 2 
Early ?local Grey Wares 168 1572 
Late N o n - l o c a l G r e y 546 
Wares 
Early ?Non-local Cream 10 169 
Wares 
E a r l y G r o g - t e m p e r e d 
Wares 

20 226 

M o r t a r i a 27 1066 
Samian 29 283 
TOTAL R O M A N 1634 23783 
Shell-gritted - Preh 11 77 
Saxon, M e d i e v a l & Post 3 47 
M e d i e v a l 
M o d e m 5 29 
SITE TOTAL 1653 23936 

The pat tern of s u p p l y i n ceramics to the site is u n r e m a r k a b l e for the area: 
over 96% b y count (94% b y weight ) of the pottery w a s m a n u f a c t u r e d i n the 
L o w e r N e n e V a l l e y itself . A s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n of m a t e r i a l (37 s h e r d s , 
w e i g h i n g 954 gms) w a s i d e n t i f i e d b y characteristics either of f o r m or fabric 
as b e i n g the p r o d u c t s of the S t a n g r o u n d k i l n g r o u p ( D a n n e l l et ai 1993), 
a n d m o r e is p r o b a b l y present w h i c h w a s not recognised d u r i n g the r a p i d 
s c a n n i n g u s e d w h i l s t c a t a l o g u i n g . These k i l n s f o r m the e a s t e r n m o s t 
out l i e r of the w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d i n d u s t r y o p e r a t i n g i n the R o m a n p e r i o d , 
w h i c h e x p o r t e d a s e l e c t i o n of its p r o d u c t s o v e r the w h o l e p r o v i n c e . 
S t a n g r o u n d s h o u l d , l o g i c a l l y , h a v e b e e n s u p p l y i n g sites i n its eas tern 
h i n t e r l a n d , b u t l i t t le is k n o w n at present of R o m a n sett lement a c t i v i t y o n 
the W h i t t l e s e y i s l a n d a n d the s u p p o s i t i o n r e m a i n s u n t e s t e d . F u r t h e r 
excavat ions at W B P w o u l d p r o v i d e a n i d e a l o p p o r t u n i t y to test this t h e o r y , 
a n d a n y research d e s i g n for f u t u r e w o r k s h o u l d c e r t a i n l y i n c l u d e th is 
objective i n its strategy for the R o m a n ceramics as a perfec t ly feasible a n d 
cost-effect ive c o m p o n e n t : f o l l o w i n g f u l l p u b l i c a t i o n of f o r m (op c i t ) a n d 
fabric types ( C o o p e r 1989) e n o u g h i d i o s y n c r a s i e s h a v e b e e n i d e n t i f i e d to 
p e r m i t reasonable l eve ls of cer ta in ty i n the r e c o g n i t i o n of S t a n g r o u n d 
p r o d u c t s f r o m the h a n d - h e l d s p e c i m e n . 
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Spat ia l Pa t tern ing O f M a t e r i a l 

Table 2 p r o v i d e s a c r u d e i n d e x of the spa t ia l p a t t e r n i n g of the m a t e r i a l 
r e t r i e v e d f r o m the site a n d s h o w s v e r y p l a i n l y the c o n c e n t r a t i o n of 
R o m a n ceramics i n a n d a r o u n d Trenches II, III, I V a n d X I V a n d the v e r y 
sharp f a l l off i n quant i t ies a w a y f r o m that focus of ac t iv i ty . In p a r t i c u l a r , 
the southern- a n d eastern-most trenches, XII , X I , XIII , VIII a n d I X p r o d u c e d 
a total of 2 sherds (one - m e d i e v a l , one - u n d i a g n o s t i c shel l -gr i t ted) w h i c h 
w o u l d argue for l i t t le or n o domest i c a c t i v i t y i n those areas. The other 
o u t l y i n g t r e n c h , I, c o n t a i n e d n o p o t t e r y w h i c h w a s n o t d e f i n i t e l y 
prehistor ic (ie p r o b a b l y pre Late I ron A g e ) . 

T a b l e 2: Q u a n t i t i e s of Pottery Recovered , b y T r e n c h 

Trench Count Weight 
I 10 41 
II 775 11364 
III 22 492 
I V 387 5133 
V 18 117 
V I 0 0 
V I I 0 0 
V I I I 0 0 
IX 1 2 
X 19 36 
X I 1 3 
XI I 0 0 
XIII 0 0 
X I V 66 1057 

B r o a d D a t i n g For Site A s s e m b l a g e 

Three dates are ass igned to each catalogue g r o u p : a total date s p a n for the 
m a t e r i a l present ; a T P Q , b e i n g the earl iest p o s s i b l e date for the latest 
mater ia l ; a n d a date for the d e p o s i t i o n of the g r o u p . N o at tempt has been 
m a d e to of fer a date of the last t y p e to m a t e r i a l w h i c h is o b v i o u s l y 
uns t ra t i f i ed , s u c h as m a c h i n e s p o i l . W h e r e one has been g i v e n , it m u s t be 
r e m e m b e r e d that the date is for the c o l l e c t i o n of p o t t e r y a n d does n o t 
necessar i ly a p p l y to the context ; the factor of p o s s i b l e r e s i d u a l i t y m u s t 
a l w a y s be c o n s i d e r e d a n d the h i g h levels of brokenness ( i n d i v i d u a l sherds 
f r o m dif ferent vessels) suggests that m u c h of the pot tery has been subject 
to severa l ep isodes i n the site f o r m a t i o n process . A n assessment of the 
g e n e r a l dates for a c t i v i t y o n site has a t t e m p t e d to a l l o w for these 
cons iderat ions a n d also takes into account absence of expected types a n d 
wares as w e l l as r e v i e w i n g s u c h fabrics a n d f o r m s as are present . Dates 
a w a r d e d i n d i v i d u a l t y p e s s p e c i f i c a l l y target p e r i o d s of c u r r e n c y i n 
manufac ture a n d d o not account for s u r v i v a l s i n use. 

Table 3 p r o v i d e s a r o u g h b r e a k d o w n c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y of the p o t t e r y f r o m 
the site b y i m p o s i n g a b r o a d scheme of p e r i o d i s a t i o n for the contexts , 
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i d e n t i f i e d b y cata logue n u m b e r s . The d a t i n g for "ear ly" - a n d " m i d d l e " -
p e r i o d contexts o v e r l a p s c o n s i d e r a b l y (see k e y to T a b l e 3) so i t is 
i n a d v i s a b l e to d r a w a n y b u t the most basic c o n c l u s i o n s . T h e leve ls of 
act iv i ty o n site cer ta inly seem to rise after the ear ly R o m a n p e r i o d (ie M c l -
Lc2) . S u c h ear ly mater ia l as exists does not conta in v e r y m u c h that has to 
date pre M c 2 . The o v e r - a l l scarcity of recognisably Ec2 pottery (no L o n d o n -
type w a r e s , a n d l o w quant i t ies of t y p o l o g i c a l l y ear ly f o r m s a m o n g s t the 
?non- loca l ear ly grey wares) s u p p o r t this h y p o t h e s i s . A c t i v i t y c o n t i n u e d 
o n site u n t i l s o m e t i m e i n the c4 a l t h o u g h not necessar i ly in to the latter 
half : the q u a n t i t y of L N V C C recovered f r o m late contexts is o n l y s l i g h t l y 
greater t h a n that of L N V G W (150/2815 g m s L N V C C : 126/1746 g m s 
L N V G W ) s u g g e s t i n g that o c c u p a t i o n h a d ceased before the M c 4 , after 
w h i c h t ime L N V G W appears i n the archaeologica l r e c o r d o n l y i n r e s i d u a l 
a m o u n t s . 
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Table 3: Rough Chronological Breakdown of Groups, by Cat No 

Period Count Weight %(C) %(W) 
" E a r l y " 
M c l - c 2 

139 2142 13 13 

" M i d d l e " 
c2-c3 

419 6367 40 37 

" L a t e " 
Lc3-c4 

457 8110 44 48 

" P R E H " 16 146 1.5 1 
"POST R O M - 18 157 1.5 1 
TOTAL 
DIAG 

1049 16922 

N O 
C O M M E N T 

604 7014 

SITE TOTAL 1653 23936 

G e n e r a l C o n c l u s i o n s 

1. The pottery f r o m H a n s o n B r i c k K i n g s D y k e Q u a r r y forms a m e a n i n g f u l 
assemblage w h i c h ref lects d o m e s t i c se t t lement a c t i v i t y i n the R o m a n 
p e r i o d f r o m M c 2 - M c 4 . 

2. A n y future excavat ion of the site w o u l d be b o u n d to p r o d u c e a pot tery 
assemblage , the s t u d y of w h i c h w o u l d i l l u m i n a t e o u r k n o w l e d g e of 
patterns of ceramic s u p p l y (and b y i m p l i c a t i o n broader aspects of e c o n o m i c 
act iv i ty) i n the R o m a n p e r i o d i n a n area of the W h i t t l e s e y I s l a n d w h i c h 
m u s t h a v e been of some i m p o r t a n c e , l y i n g as it d i d close to the ingress 
p o i n t of the F e n C a u s e w a y off the F e n . A l t h o u g h p r e v i o u s e x c a v a t i o n s 
have u n c o v e r e d ev idence for R o m a n a c t i v i t y i n the v i c i n i t y of F u n t h a m s 
L a n e , n o n e of the pot tery f r o m these exercises has been p u b l i s h e d . T h u s , 
further w o r k i n A r e a A w i l l m a t e r i a l l y extend present levels of k n o w l e d g e 
of R o m a n pot tery use i n this par t of the F e n E d g e . In p a r t i c u l a r , f u t u r e 
invest igat ions w o u l d offer an o p p o r t u n i t y to characterise the site's ro le as 
a market for S t a n g r o u n d pottery. 
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