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Summary

Site: Land to the Rear of 117-153, High Street, Fletton, Peterborough
NGR: TL 1948 9694
Client: Rose & Sons Ltd., Whittlesey

A trench-based evaluation was carried out on land to the rear of 117-153 High Street,
Fletton, Peterborough in April 2000. Early medieval agricultural remains were
uncovered. These comprise a pond, a metalled surface or hard-standing and two large
ditches, one of which was possibly a ha-ha. The pond and metalling may have been
associated with the medieval manor house; the ditches, with the post-medieval manor
farm. The pottery recovered from the pond and metalled surface largely dated to the
13" and 14" centuries, that from the ditches, to the 15" or 16" centuries. The pottery
sequence included Ely glazed wares and Stamford and Lyvenden Wares.
Architectural fragments in the modern overburden, may possibly be from Fletton

manor house, demolished in the first half of the 20" century.
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Figure 1 Site location

Introduction

An evaluation was undertaken between the 17" and 20" of April, 2000 by
Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU) on behalf of Rose & Sons Ltd. The site
was situated on land off Viscount Road/Earl’s Close, to the rear of 117-153
High Street, Fletton, Peterborough, and measured c. 0.26 hectares (Figures 1, 2).
Footings for the projected development of social housing were already in place
when Ben Robinson, Archaeological Officer for Peterborough City Council
authorised CAU to carry out the evaluation in accordance with the brief of
January 1999 (Robinson, 1999). The site is located south of Peterborough, and
the site is centred approximately on TL 1948 9694.
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Geology and Topography

The site lies on Oxford Clay at a height of approximately 8.40m OD. To the
north lies the River Nene, at a distance of approximately 1 kilometre. Land to
the south of the site has been extensively dug for clay for bricks. A number of
miajor brick companies (London Brick Company, Hicks) operate there. The site
is located on a clay high-land which slopes gently to the south and to the east
toward the course of the Stanground Lode. The land was derelict until
recently, but historic map-sources evidence a small woodland and a large open
field beneath the present site.

Historical & Archaeological Background

Previous archaeological work in the area has demonstrated long and
continuous occupation in the vicinity of the site.

Finds of Palaeolithic tools found to the north and south of the development
site, suggest early prehistoric activity within the area. Later prehistoric
evidence is well documented in the Peterborough region, with settlement sites
located on the first river terrace gravels and fen edge e.g. Fengate (Lucas 1997),
Flag Fen (Pryor 1991). The majority of archaeological finds within the




immediate environs of the site were retrieved from the Fletton Brick yards to
the south, but lack precise locational information. These finds include collared
urn pottery and an Iron Age occupation site. A Bronze Age palstave was
found on the north side of the village (SMR 01645).

Extensive Roman activity is known throughout the Nene valley, with
Durobrivae serving as an administrative and commercial centre and numerous
Roman Villa sites and kilns noted along the banks of the Nene (Wild 1978,
RCHME 1969). Within the city of Peterborough, Roman occupation has been
noted in the vicinity of the cathedral and railway station. Building work in the
late nineteenth century uncovered evidence which suggested the presence of a
large Roman settlement (White 1998). Evidence of Roman activity close to the
development area has come from the brick workings, 0.4km to the south. A
well, levelled floors, pits and inhumations were noted with finds of pottery of
La Marne, Samian and Belgic Wares (SMR 01627, VCH 1974: 249).

Following the founding of a monastery and cathedral in the 7th century
Peterborough became a prosperous settlement (SMR 01518}, attracting the
Danes to sack both town and monastery in 870. The monastery was not re-
established until the tenth century (SMR 01518). To date, there is no evidence
of Anglo-Saxon activity in the immediate vicinity of the site. The only known
settlement evidence was that recorded in New Fletton in the form of a
“considerable” village excavated in 1923, consisting of seven sunken floored
buildings, settlement features and artefacts dating to c¢. 550-700 AD (SMR
01631A). A cemetery, probably serving the village, was also recorded a short
distance to the north (SMR 01666).

Fletton is first referred to in the Cartuliarum Saxonicum of the late tenth century
as ‘Flettuna’ (Ekwall 1960), the name being descriptive of the “tun on a fleot’,
presumed to be the Nene. The manor of Fletton and its church are also listed
in Domesday, as ‘Fletun’. Fletton is in the diocese of Ely, despite having been
in the possession of Peterborough Abbey where during the twelfth century it is
identified as ‘Flettuna’ (Ekwall 1960) in the Chronicon Petroburgense. Apart
from a short period in the twelfth century when it was in crown ownership, it
was held by Peterborough Abbey until the dissolution (Morris 1975). The
Fletton family are first mentioned in about 1278 as leaseholders of the manor
from the Abbey (VCH 1974).

The parish church of St. Margaret, situated east-north-east of the development,
probably occupies the site of the Domesday church. It has structural remains
dating to the twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the earliest dating
from c.1150 (SMR 01411, RCHME 1926). A number of unusual stone carvings
are thought to be of early pre-conquest date, and the graveyard contains both
thirteenth century grave slabs and the Fletton cross, a Scheduled Ancient
Monument thought to date from ¢.1180 (SAM 143). A possible Medieval
rectangular moat was also noted 150m ENE of the Church (RCHME 1926: 95),
subsequently destroyed by building work (SMR 01707).

Following the Dissolution, the manor of Fletton was sold by Edward VI in 1552
to Edward Fynes, Lord Clinton of Saye, and changed hands many times over
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Figure 3 1st Edition Ordnance Survey (1889), 25" (Huntingdonshire)
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the following centuries until the manorial rights were ceased in 1926 (VCH
1974: 170). ‘Floten’ and the parish church, St. Margaret’s, are featured on the
Ogilby map of 1675, showing the London-Lincoln Road. In terms of later
village development, the OS maps of 1889 and 1925 indicate the gradual
encroachment of the Peterborough urban area into Fletton parish, and the
consequent change in land use, from agriculture to industry and cday
extraction, which process was hastened following the sale of manorial land
after 1926. In 1874, the northern spread of Fletton was incorporated into the
borough of Peterborough as New Fletton, and the remainder of the parish
became Old Fletton.

Due north of the site, the manor house existed into the 20" century (Figure 3).
On the 1% Edition Ordnance Survey (OS 1889) map, the manor is situated
centrally in the village; south of the east end of the High Street, apparent strip-
tenements stretching away from the High Street are shown. This is best
evidenced to the east of the development site, but may well indicate the early
medieval demesnal boundaries. To the north of the present High Street, and
south of St. Margaret's, these property divisions continue, suggesting that the
current High Street is relatively modern, and that the original line of the street
ran parallel to and south of the parish church. The manor farm, still extant
today, stands to the north-west of the site, while 5t. Margaret’s Church is
situated to the north-east, overlooking the Stanground Lode. Immediately east
of the development site, where Earl's Close gives onto the High Street, a
historic droveway, oriented north/south is located.

An auction map of 1877 (Figure 4), relating to the sale of the field which makes
up the western part of the development site, shows this droveway. The field is
shown apparently prior to the growth of much of the brick-making industry,
which was to be an important late-Victorian industry in the village. This map
shows that the houses which now front the High Street, overlie at least two
buildings, known as “Woodmans Cottage’, located just to the west of the
woodland which occupied the eastern extremity of the development site. This
woodland does not form part of the sale land. The western portion of the site,
however, is comprised in Lot 1 of the sale.

Previous archaeological work is limited in the study area. An evaluation -
located at 79, High Street, approximately 200 metres to the east - was carried
out by CAU in 1998 (Alexander 1998), which preceded an excavation
undertaken by Archaeological Project Services in 1999 (Cope-Faulkner 1999).
This work demonstrated the important remains still preserved in the village.
The evaluation and excavation were undertaken south of High Street, Fletton.
Ditches and gullies, were identified functioning as plot boundaries and
drainage, aligned along and perpendicular to the street frontage. Some of the
gullies appear to have represented internal divisions of a croft. No residential
remains were recovered, though pitting occurred on the site. The pottery
sequence covered the 11™ to 13" centuries. Later 17"-century activity did
include some building, though this appears to have been in the order of a barn,
or similar farm-building.
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Methodology

Five trenches were eventually excavated. The trenches were dug using a
toothless ditching bucket measuring 1.90m wide, and vary in depth and length.
They are identified alphabetically in the text. Two trenches were only
observed during machining as the high groundwater resulted in almost
immediate flooding. Trench A was specified by the County Archaeologist, Ben
Robinson, and Trench B was excavated to complete his initial recommendation
of trenching. Trenches C, D and E were excavated on his advice following a
site visit on Monday, April 19" 2000.

Features identified within the trenches were excavated. Archaeological pits
were excavated to a minimum of 50% volume. Linear features were excavated
to a minimum of 25% volume. The CAU-modified version of the MoLAS
recording system was used throughout. Each stratigraphic unit was recorded
individually. Plans were drawn at a scale of 1:200 for the trench location plan
and 1:50 for the trench plans. Sections were drawn at a scale of 1:10.

The pottery recovered during the evaluation was spot-dated by David Hall
(Appendix 1).

Excavation Results
Trench A

Trench A was oriented east/west and located along the north side of the site
(Figure 2, 5). It measured 1.90m wide, and 75.75m in length. At the western
end of the trench a north/south oriented extension was also excavated,
measuring 1.90m wide and 12.50m. The top of the overburden [001] was 8.66m
OD, the natural [003] was encountered at c. 8.00m OD. Overall, Trench A
proved to be the most productive for archaeological remains.

Little of archaeological significance was observed in the north/south extension
of Trench A. A modern well was observed, but not recorded at the northern
limit of the extension. A modern animal burial was also observed in this
north/south extension, but not excavated (Figure 5).
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Figure 6 Section through small medieval pit [014]

The main east/west section of the trench revealed a small number of
archaeological features. At the west end of the trench 11.25m from the T-




junction a small pit [014], 0.50m in diameter, was excavated (Figure 6). The
base of the feature was at 7.97m OD. The single potsherd recovered from the
fill of the pit was a base of Lyveden ware. A number of other small features
were planned, but these are all modern postholes for a fence. The pit
immediately next to [014] was also modern, and contaminated with diesel,
partly contaminating the fill [013] of pit [014].

A shallow, flat-bottomed, north/south oriented ditch [020] 12.75m to the east
of pit [014] was excavated (Figure 7). The base was 7.99m OD. A base of
Lyveden ware, and a sherd of Lyveden-type ware were recovered; the presence
of an unidentified, possibly 15"/16"-century sherd and is probably intrusive.
The ditch cut [008], an interface with the natural, and was overlain by [004] a
lighter textured, and mixed layer, which spread west from the pond [006],
containing further sherds of Lyveden ware, including a rim, and some glazed
Ely ware. This layer was encountered at approximately 8.10m OD.
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Figure 7 Section through medieval ditch [022]

In the middle of Trench A, a large feature [006], filled with dark organic clay
[005] was revealed (Figure 8). The pond measured 12.80m east/west, although
only 1.90m north/south were observed. The depth was not constant,
becoming increasingly deep from east to west. The fill of the feature is
suggestive of a large pond of standing or very slow-moving water.

The pondfill deepened from east to west, at 3m west of the eastern edge it was
c. 0.20m deep, but between 3.50m west of the east edge and 5m, the depth
increased to 0.40m. At its deepest, 3m east of the western limit of the pond, it
was 0.60m deep. The greatest depth was at 7.71m OD.

The pottery from the pondfill comprised more Lyveden ware, with some
unidentified sandy wares, probably also dating to the 13" century. A single
sherd of residual Roman pottery, and an intrusive fragment of 16"/17™ century
pottery were also recovered. This was overlain by [024], another dark silty clay
deposit which extended beyond the edges of the pond, and which overlay the
eastern extremity of [004]. Sealing this deposit was the overburden [001].

Toward the eastern end of Trench A, a pair of shallow, north/south oriented
ditches, with concave bases, [022] and [023} were excavated (Figure 9). The
base of [022] was at 7.72m OD, while that of [023] was at 7.76m OD. No dating
evidence was recovered from these double ditches.

Overlying the ditches was an area of cobbled hard-standing [012] (Figure
10), at a height of 8.02m OD. Though no dating evidence came from this
feature, it is overlain by a spread of ‘dark earth’-type deposit, or possibly a
humic garden soil [007] (Figure 10). Two sherds of 13"-century wares, one
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Figure 8 Section through pond [006]; letters refer to location of sections on Figure 5
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Lyveden and one Developed Stamford, were found in this context, along
with a sherd of 14"/15"-century glazed Bourne Ware. This deposit
provided the interface with the overburden [001].

Within the matrix of the overburden [001], were two ‘horizons” — the
uppermost consisted of a brick hard-standing, visible in most of the
trenches across the site. In places this had been disturbed by recent
machining, probably associated with the rafts for the houses in the
development. Underlying this hard-standing was a mixed rubble, from
which a number of pieces of worked stone were recovered (Figure 11).
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Figure 11 Profile of moulded stone from Trench A; note roll on top left-
hand corner

These were of an Oolitic limestone which replaced in popularity the earlier
Barnack limestone, following the exhaustion of the latter source during the
High Middle Ages. The largest of the fragments measured 20 x 20 x 30cms; the
smallest, which was broken, measured 9 x 11 x 15cms. The fragment illustrated
may be part of a door or window jam, possibly from with the manor house.

Trench B

Trench B was oriented north/south and located at the western limit of the
north side of the site (Figures 2, 12). It measured 1.90m wide, and 10m in
length. The overburden at the north end of the trench was at 8.77m OD, the
natural at 8.11m OD. To the south, the overburden was at 8.50m OD, with
natural encountered at 8.03m OD.
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Figure 12 Plan of Trench B

Two east/west oriented ditches {016] and [018] were sampled (Figure 13). The
later, southernmost one [016], a wide (1.60m), and reasonably shallow (0.39m)
ditch [016], cut the earlier, larger ditch [018]. The ditch [016] was a more
shallow cut, and its base was at 7.60m OD, whereas [018] was deeper, and was
cut to 7.51m OD. Ditch [018] measured at least 3.40m wide, and is
characterised by a high northern edge, and a much reduced southern edge.

The northern slope is quite steep, at an angle of 45° from the horizontal. The
south edge is at an angle of approximately 40°, and between the break of slope,
and its truncation by [016] rises at a shallow gradient over 1.20m. The fill [017]
of the earlier ditch contained an unidentified glazed sherd, dating to the
14"/15" centuries. Both ditches are sealed by redeposited natural [025], itself
overlain by the overburden [001]. Neither ditch appears in the north/south
extension of Trench A.

Trench C

Trench C was oriented east/west and located on the south side of the site
(Figure 2). It measured 1.90m wide, and 13.50m in length. The trench was
excavated to a depth of 0.70m below modern ground-level, and rubble
overburden accounted for approximately 0.60m of the trench depth.

The top of the overburden was 8.46m OD at the western end, and 8.76m OD to
the east. Oxford Clay was encountered at this depth. No features were
observed, despite hard-machining removing a further 0.10m of the clay.

Trench D

Trench D was oriented east/west and located on the south side of the site
(Figure 2). It measured 1.90m wide, and 8.75m in length. Although the trench
was excavated to a depth of 1.20m below modern ground-level, rubble
overburden accounted for approximately 1 metre of the trench depth. At the
west end of the trench, the top of the overburden was at 8.95m OD, and to the
east at 8.77m OD.
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Figure 13 Section through ditches [016] and [018]
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Figure 15 Plan of Trench E

[001]

Figure 15 Section through ditch [011], showing fills [009] and [010]




Figure 14  Profile of moulded stone from Trench D

During machining groundwater was encountered at c. 0.30m below modern
ground-level. As a result archaeological observation of the trench was limited
to monitoring of the bucket, and examination of its contents.

A piece of architectural masonry (Figure 14) was recorded from the
overburden. Measuring 0.30m x 0.42m x 0.58m (greatest dimensions), the
block of Oolitic limestone, similar to those from Trench A, comprised a
moulding, possibly of a door or window.

At the base of the trench similar organic silty clay to that recorded in Trench
A was observed. Following the advice of the Archaeological Officer for
Peterborough City Council, excavation was not carried out, and the trench
was backfilled immediately after recording,.

Trench E

Trench E was oriented east/west and located on the south side of the site
(Figures 2, 15). It measured 1.90m wide, and 10m in length. The overburden at
the west end of the trench was at 8.24m OD, to the east it was 8.22m OD,
natural was encountered at approximately 7.59m OD, but due to flooding the
natural was heavily truncated to form sumps.

A single possible ditch [011] was observed at the western end of the trench
(Figure 16) Due to streaming water, it was not possible to identify the ditch-cut
above the height that it was cut into the natural.

The cut measured at least 0.52m deep and 1.42m wide. The base was at a
height of 6.91Im OD. The primary fill [010] of silty clay was approximately
0.48m thick, and only butchered animal bone was recovered from here. This
deposit was overlain by a clay silt [009] which extended beyond the cut,




overlying the natural [003] and was sealed by overburden [001]. No finds were
recovered from the clay silt [009], which resembled an alluvial, rather than
standing-water deposit.

Conclusions

The overburden which was seen throughout site represented the final phase of
activity on the land to the rear of 117-153 High Street, Fletton. This comprised
a hard-standing associated with the brickworks to the south of the site —
numerous bricks manufactured by the London Brick Company, Hicks & Co.,
and Hicks & Gardener were present. This overlay a mixed rubble in which
there were a number of stone architectural fragments. These mouldings may
represent traces of the demolition of the manor house, shown on the 1* and 2™
Editions Ordnance Survey maps of 1889 and 1902.

The historic map evidence from 1877 and 1889 shows the site to have been
partly composed of two fields. These are an eastern field, along the line of the
historic droveway and now the entrance to the new housing estates, which was
wooded, and a larger field to the west, which is presumed to have been
pasture. Over the two decades between 1877 and 1902, there was a significant
change in land use, from agricultural to industrial-scale clay extraction . This
process is recorded through the historic maps, where encroachment on the
field-system around Fletton is increasingly marked over time. No doubt this
was hastened by the sale of manorial land after 1926.

Until the last quarter, then, of the nineteenth century, the field-system around
Fletton preserved some of its medieval attributes. The eastern woodland
continues the approximate line of the field-system, visible south of the east end
of High Street (OS5 1889), neatly describing the possible limit of the early
demesne. It1is on the eastern side of the larger field that the medieval metalled
surface and, possibly, directly associated pond were situated. These features
were located due south of the manor house, and may have formed part of the
demesne property. The full extent of both these features remains
unquantifiable at present, but it is possible that the dark siity clays observed in
both Trenches D and E may evidence the continuation of the pond to the south.
The clay silts which in Trench A overlay the pond ({024]} and the metalled
surface ([007]), and which in Trench E overlay the pond ([009]) may indicate
post-abandonment flooding and agricultural use of the lar%er field. A sherd of
Bourne Ware comes from [007], and the two sherds of 15"/16"- and 16"/17"-
century pottery recovered may in fact have their provenance from these flood-
deposits, rather than the fills [004] and [008]. The presence of the lighter
yellowish brown silty clay deposit [004], running up to the edge of the pond,
may indicate trample from animals, although there were no abraded sherds of
pottery in this deposit.

The presence of glazed wares and pottery from as far afield as Ely, both in the

pond and from the ditches, attests to the reasonably high status activity in the
vicinity. The presence of at least eight moulded stone architectural fragments
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from two of the trenches across the site is potentially important.
Notwithstanding the strong possibility that these are present as a direct
consequence of a post-1926 demolition of the manor house, such elements
would seem to indicate the presence of a post-medieval building of reasonable
local importance.

While the ditches were only observed in the sections of individual trenches, it
is difficult to say anything of their nature. The earlier ditch observed in Trench
B may, due to its shape, indicate a ha-ha, forming the boundary to the manor
farm. That it was not observed in the north/south extension of Trench A may
indicate that it returned to the north, between the two north/south trenches,
separating the pond from different land activities within an enclosure of the
manor farm. :

Like the site at 79 High Street, Fletton, where occupation between the 13" and
17" centuries was not evidenced, the present site appears to have been a focus
of early medieval agricultural activity. Furthermore, the features recorded
during the evaluation, while also representing agricultural activities, are of a
different order. The nature of the ditching, the apparently large pond and the
metalled surface may indicate control over stock-rearing, an issue raised in the
Cope-Faulkner report (1999: 13), but which the author was unable to fully
address.

The overall preponderance of 13" and 14" century pottery, with a remarkable
paucity of later material is suggestive of consolidation by the Fletton family
from the thirteenth century onwards in the village. While the site is peripheral
to the core of the manor complex itself, it is apparent that it has the potential to
contribute further information to our understanding of the tenurial practices at
Fletton. Furthermore the presence of pottery from Stamford, Lyveden, and
Bourne (within the diocese of Peterborough) and Ely glazed wares points to a
site which was deeply integrated into a regional network of production and
trade. While the full extent and nature of the agricultural and demesnal
activities which occurred on the site are as yet unclear, it is apparent that the
degree of preservation is high and the quality of remains, good.
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Appendix 1 _
Finds Catalogue from site at Land to the Rear of 117-153, High
Street, Fletton

Cat. Context Mat. Num Notes Wt.
No.
001 005 PT 27 16 Lyveden unglazed - 1 rim, 2 206
Lyveden glazed - 13thc, 1 Roman - rim
+ other sandy wares - 13thc + 1

16thc/17thc
002 005 BN 21 Cutmark 263
003 005 oT 1 Opyster shell 2
004 005 EL 1 Khnife frag.? 2
005 004 PT 7 3 Elys with glaze - 1 rim, 4 Lyveden -1 117
rim
006 007 PT 3 1 Lyveden, 1 Developed Stamford 14
(13thc), 1 glazed Bourne - 14th/15thc
007 007 TL 1 51
008 007 BN 6 : 83
009 008 PT 9 6 Lyveden, 3 sandy - 13thc 57
010 010 BN 9 Butchering 509
011 013 PT 1  Lyveden - base - 13thc 15
012 013 BN 10 3=1, cutmarks 106
013 013 BR 1 31
014 013 BS 1  Welsh slate 2
015 017 PT 1 Glazed, decor. - 14th/15thc 12
016 017 BN 8 67
017 019 PT 3 1 Lyveden - base - 13thc, 1 Lyveden 39
type, 1 15th/16thc
018 019 TL 2 1floor-19the.?, 1 roof - modern 4472
019 007 MT 2 Fe - objects 445
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Appendix 2
Context Descriptions for Trenches at Land to the Rear of 117-153, High Street, Fletton
CONTEXT CONTEXT TRENCH | DESCRIPTION MATERIAL PHASE INTERPRETATION DIMENSIONS
TYPE
001 Layer All Loose blackish brown clay silt | Moulded stone | Victorian/ | Overburden
with  freq. brick, slate, | from Trench A | modern
hardcore, wood etc. and Trench D
002 Layer All Stiff, cohesive, bluish slightly | Occasional. N/A Interface of natural
silty clay broken brick
and rubble
003 Layer All Stiff, ~ cohesive, yellowish N/A Oxford Clay
brown clay with occ. sand
pockets and occ. manganese
004 Layer A Cohesive, resilient yellowish | Pot (Lyveden, | 13"/14" Disturbed natural
light brown silty clay; occ. | Ely), animal | century
rounded pebbles [35-75mm)] bone
005 Fill A Compact, cohesive dark bluish | Pot (roman, | 13"/14" Fill of [006]
brown organic clay silt; freq. | Lyveden, +1 | century
small  rounded-subrounded | 16"™/17thC.)
gravel animal bone
006 Cut A Shape in plan unknown; Pond Depth: ¢
gradual breaks of slope at top 0.50m
and base; sides at c. 22°, flat Width: 12.90m
base Length:
>1.90m
007 Layer A Mid-dark greyish green clay | Pot (Lyveden, | 13"-15" Dark earth occupation
silt with occ. pebbles and | Stamford, century layer [?] or imported
limestone blocks glazed Bourne) subsoil / garden soil
008 Layer A Sticky mid-dark brownish | Pot (Lyveden, | 13" century | Interface of natural?
yellow silty clay unid. sandy
ware)
009 Fill E Stiff, cohesive bluish grey clay Partial backfill of [011],
silt; freq. rounded-subrounded but this deposit also
gravel and small pebbles (c. appears to extend beyond
50mm) the cut
010 Fill E Sticky, cohesive dark bluish | Animal bone Fill of [011]

grey silty clay; freq. rounded-
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subrounded gravel (c. 20mm)

011 Cut N/S oriented linear; gradual Ditch filled by [010] & | Depth: 0.50m
break of slope at top & base; partly [009] Width: 1.60m
sides at c. 45°% rounded, Western edge of cut not | Length:
concave base visible due to flooding >1.90m

012 Surface Rounded cobbles, gravel and Metalled surface running
limestone debris; limestone under section edge
overlies cobbles which are
placed herringbone fashion
into clay. Limestone most
dense at periphery of surface;
partly  truncated  during
machining

013 Fill Sticky, dark blackish brown | Pot (Lyveden), | 13" century | Fill of small pit
clay silt; occ. stone inclusions; | animal bone
feature badly contaminated
with diesel

014 Cut Circular; sharp break of slope Small pit with domestic | Depth: 0.21m
at top & base; steep-sided, refuse Diam.: 0.50m
concave base; partly truncated
by modern diesel
contaminated pit to south

015 Fill Sticky, pale orangey, greyish Fill of late medieval/
brown silty clay with post-medieval ditch
occasional stone inclusions

016 Cut E/W oriented linear; gradual Late medieval/post- | Depth: 0.40m
break of slope and gentle slope medieval ditch cutting | Width: 1.50m
on north side, sharp break of [017] & [018]. Not | Length:
slope and steep-sided on south observed in Trench A >1.90m
side, with a concave base

017 Fill Sticky, pale orangey, greyish | Pot (glazed, | 14"/15" Fill of late medieval/
brown silty clay  with | 14"/15thC. century post-medieval ditch
occasional stone inclusions, | ware)
occ. Charcoal

018 Cut E/W oriented linear; sharp Late medieval or post- | Depth: 0.65m
break of slope and steep-sided medieval ditch cut by | Width: 3.30m
on north side, gradual break of [015] & [016]. Not | Length:

observed in Trench A >1.90m

slope and gentle slope on
south side [for c. 1.45m] before
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a more defined break of slope
and steeper side; both edges
meet with a concave base
019 Fill Stiff, cohesive, greenish brown | Pot  (Lyveden, | 13"-16" Water-lain deposit?
| slightly silty clay; occ. | Lyveden-type, century Filling [020]
rounded-subrounded  gravel | 15"/16thC.
(c. 10mm), occ. shell, charcoal | ware)

020 Cut N/S ‘oriented linear; sharp Shallow north-south | Depth: 0.32m
break of slope at top, gradual ditch, possibly a parcel | Width: 0.61m
break at base; straightish sides, boundary ditch [too | Length:
flat base shallow] >1.90m

021 Fill Pale, greenish grey, silty clay; Fill of ditches [22] & [23] -
occ. stone inclusions & excavator could not see a
charcoal clear relationship between

the ditches, and suggests
that they silted wup
together

022 Cut N/S oriented linear; gradual One of two paired | Depth: 0.25m
break of slope at top & base, W shallow ditches, more | Width: 0.60m
edge at c. 30°, E edge at c. 45°, westerly. Length:
concave base >1.90m

023 Cut N/S oriented linear; gradual Second of two paired | Depth: 0.20m
break of slope at top & base, shallow ditches, more | Width: 0.70m
sides at c. 45°, concave base easterly. Length:

>1.90m

024 Layer Dark brown, silty clay; freq. Final silting and possible
small  rounded-subrounded flooding deposit
gravel & occ. charcoal overlying pond [006];

overlies [004] also

025 Layer Sticky mid-dark brownish Redeposited natural,

yellow silty clay sealing [017] & [015]




