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System based analysis of bowel cancer screening programme 
 

Introduction 

You are being invited to take part in a research project that is being carried out by researchers from 

the University of Cambridge in collaboration with the PHG Foundation. This leaflet tells you more 

about the study, and what participating will involve. Before you decide whether to take part, please 

read it carefully. Feel free to ask questions. You should only agree to take part if you want to. 

Background 

This research is being conducted as part of the Stratification in Bowel Cancer Screening (STRAT-BCS) 

project. STRAT-BCS has an overarching aim to develop a strategy for implementation of risk 

stratification into bowel cancer (BC) screening programmes. As part of this, we aim to establish key 

research and policy requirements for moving towards stratification.  

Bowel cancer screening can be considered a complex intervention and a move towards a stratified 

programme will likely add to this complexity. This is especially if the aim is to increase tailoring of 

services. However, there is currently insufficient information as to the key pragmatic and policy 

barriers to such an approach, thus making it hard to judge the level of complexity that will ensue and 

the impact this will have on the programme as a whole. We are conducting this interview study to 

explore the views of those involved in delivering the programme to gain a better understanding of 

the impact of stratified screening.  

Who is conducting this study? 

This work is being led researchers at the University of Cambridge, Department of Public Health and 

Primary Care in collaboration with the PHG Foundation.  

The PHG Foundation is an independent health and science policy think tank with a special focus on 

emerging health technologies. For over 25 years we have pioneered forward-looking research and 

analysis into the impact of biomedical innovation on healthcare in the UK from a scientific, clinical 

and societal perspective. We are an acknowledged world leader in facilitating and supporting policy 

development that drives the effective and responsible translation and application of genomic and 

other technologies to improve the health of populations. The PHG Foundation creates robust policy 

solutions to problems and barriers relating to implementation of science in health services, and 

provide knowledge, evidence and ideas to stimulate and direct well-informed discussion and debate 

on the potential benefits and pitfalls of key biomedical developments, and to inform and educate 

stakeholders. We have harnessed our expertise and applied this to the field of stratified cancer 

screening and published a number of reports on the topic.  

Why have I been invited to take part? 

As a professional working to deliver bowel cancer screening, you have been invited to take part in 

this interview study. This is due to your experience in the sector and the wealth of knowledge you 

possess. Participants for this study have been identified either on the basis of our mapping of the 

screening pathway, on recommendation from our expert network or as a result of a snowballing 

approach from previous interviews. 
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What will happen if you participate? 

We are conducting semi-structured interviews either in person or online, that will take 

approximately one hour. You will be asked a series of questions about the topic, and we would like 

you to answer them as candidly as possible. Please feel you can speak openly and honestly. Below 

are some topics that we will cover in the conversation. In addition, we will also provide time for any 

further comments or areas you think are important to the project. 

1. Your role in the bowel cancer screening programme 

2. How you interact with other parts of the screening pathway 

3. Your awareness of the use of risk stratification at the stage of the pathway that you work at 

4. Your thoughts on our map of the current screening pathway (provided in the interview) 

5. How you think the current programme might need to change to implement risk stratification 

for these different uses: 

• Risk stratify individuals and determine who is invited to screening 

• Determine the screening test modality 

• Determine the screening interval according to risk and based on data from previous 

attendance. 

6. We have identified requirements for delivery of risk stratified screening. Are there any that 

you disagree with or that we have missed.   

7. What challenges need to be addressed (from your specific perspective/role) for the 

implementation of risk-stratification for each of these purposes. 

8. What opportunities are there for delivery of risk stratified screening  
 

We will ask your consent to record the interview to keep an accurate record of the conversation. 

Your interview data will be transcribed and de-identified.  

Altogether, we will interview a minimum of 8 people in order to bring a breadth of varying opinions. 

There will be no immediate benefit for yourself, but you will contribute to research on developing a 

resource(s) to improve 

Participation is voluntary, you decide if you want to contribute. You can decide to stop your 

participation at any time and request to withdraw the information you gave us. You will not receive 

payment for participating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do we do with your answers? 

Your answers will be analysed by and shared among researchers at the University of Cambridge and 

PHG Foundation. 
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We will treat your answers confidentially and you cannot 

be recognized in results or publications. The de-identified results will be stored and 

analyzed in accordance with the European Data Protection Regulation. The results will 

be published in an academic publication.  

The University of Cambridge School of the Humanities and Social Sciences Research Ethics 

Committee has reviewed the protocol and study documents (date, number 14.12.2023/ [22.314])  

 

Contact details 

Who can I contact if I have further questions? 

Dr Juliet Usher-Smith 

E: jau20@medschl.cam.ac.uk 

 

Thank you for your participation! 

 

 

 


