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Editorial « Exdotiko Znueiwpa

The Athens University Review of Archaeology (AURA)
is an international, peer-reviewed archaeological
journal published by the Faculty of History and
Archaeology of the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens. It is dedicated to the publication
of original research articles and reports focusing on, or
related to the archaeology, art and material culture in
the broader Greek world, from the earliest Prehistory

to the Modern Era.

Part of the AURA journal is the AURA Supplement
series, comprising studies in Greek or English, which,
due to their extent, cannot be published in the journal
as articles. The series share the same areas of interest

with the journal.

AURA is a fully open access journal. Each issue of the
journal and each monograph is published electronically
as a PDF file. All papers are available on the internet
to all users immediately upon publication and free
of charge, according to the Creative Commons (BY-
NC-ND 4.0). AURA issues and monographs can also
be distributed on a print-on-demand basis and posted
or collected from the bookstore of the Kardamitsa

Publications, 8 Ippokratous str, Athens.

To ITeptodikd tov Topéa Apyatodoyiag kat Iotopiog Tng
Téxvng (AURA) eivar éva SteOvég meplodiko e ovotnua
SumArg avdvupng afloddynong, to omoio exdidetal and to
Tunua Iotopiag kat Apxatoloyiag Tov E@vikov kat Kamodi-
otptakol Iavemotnpiov ABnvav. Xtdxog Tov eivar n dnpo-
olevon TPWTOTVIIWY EPYATLWY TIOV EGTIALOLY OTNV apxaL-
oloyia, TNV TéXVN Kal TOV DAIKO TTOAITIOHO TOV EVPUTEPOV
eAANVLKOD KOGHOV, amd TNV anwTepn TPoioTopia £wE Kal TN

obyxpovn emoxn).

Mépog ¢ éxdoong Tov meplodikod AURA anotelein oelpd
povoypaguwv pe TitAo «AURA Supplements». Ilepthap-
Bavet peréteg ota EAANVIKA 1} 0TA ayyAIKA, IOV AOYyw TNG
HeyaAng tovg €xtaong dev pmopovv va Snpootevbovv pe
popen apBpov oto meplodiko. H Oepatoloyia twv povo-

Ypaguwv eivat idta e ekeivn Tov TEPLOSIKOD.

To meplodiko kat 1 oepd povoypagwy eival ehevBepng kot
avowktrg mpdoPaong. Ta tevyn Tov meplodikov Kat ot po-
voypagieg dnpoaotevovtal nhektpovika wg apyeia PDE ‘Ola
Ta dpBpa eivat dwpedv Stabéotua yia 6hovg oo Stadiktvo
AUEOWG HETE TN SNUOGiELOT) TOVG Kat COHPWVa e TNV adeta
Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND 4.0). Ta tevyn Tov meplo-
Sucod AURA kat ot Topot TG oetpag «AURA Supplements»
UmopoLV emiong va ekTunwBoly KaToTIY TTapayyeliag kat
va anooTalovv Taxudpopkd 1 va mapaingBovv amd to
BipAionwAeio Tov Ekdotikov Oikov Kapdapitoa, Inmokpa-

Toug 8, ABrva.

K. Kopanias « Y. Papadatos % K. Komaviag « I'. [Tanaddtog
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ASASA(RAME) « Editorial

It must be really true, as Pia de Fidio once perceptively observed, that interdisciplinarity is “part of the genetic
code” of Mycenaean studies. From the earliest pioneering studies of Sir Arthur Evans, through the multifaceted
approach which led to the monumental first 1956 edition of Documents in Mycenaean Greek, down to the in-
creasing frequency of collaborative efforts among experts in archaeology, epigraphy, linguistics and textual in-
terpretations in specialized articles, as well as edited works of synthesis, the integration of evidence from various

fields has been part of the scope and aims of the study of Aegean Bronze Age texts and contexts.

John Chadwick’s famous definition, in his keynote address at the Salzburg Colloquium, of the ideal scholar of
Aegean scripts as someone able to command bodies of evidence as distinct as epigraphy, linguistics, economic
history and archaeology is becoming increasingly difficult to realise. Our era of hyper-specialization and our

finite lives compel us to realize such an ideal primarily through collaborative symbiosis of the different fields.

The purpose of this symbiosis is to allow a realm of mutual understanding to emerge. Knowing everything
is utopian; but knowing what (and whom) to ask, what to expect, as well as the basic working assumptions,
implications and limitations of an adjacent discipline is (or can be made) feasible. Mutual awareness, rather
than panoptic expertise, can give birth to new academic environments that are of seminal importance in any
meaningful progress. Separate monologues by polymaths, rare and far between, can be replaced by open-ended

dialogues among experts.

It is in this spirit that Athens Studies in Aegean Scripts and Administrations (Reinforcing Archaeology-Minded
Epigraphy) has been conceived. The series aspires to be a vehicle for distributing the fruits of such symbiotic
endeavours. The series is designed to accommodate monographs offering high-quality, unique and original
insights into Aegean Bronze Age texts and their material carriers, including, of course, the Cypriot members of
the same family of scripts. Once the name of the monograph series begun to emerge, it almost spontaneously

spawned the appropriate acronym, ASASA(RAME), a homage to Jean-Pierre Olivier.

ASASA(RAME) includes monographs or edited volumes, published immediately in open-access and always
with the print-on-demand option. Published by the Department of History and Archaeology of the National
and Kapodistrian University of Athens, it specifically targets original topics and productively provocative
approaches related to the study and better understanding of Aegean inscriptions and the contexts of their

production and use.

We welcome proposals from colleagues at any stage of their career, to fuel discussions and rethink the problems
and questions that the close study of Aegean and related scripts generates. Systematic promotion of the inclusive
spirit in which ASASA(RAME) is conceived may, in the future, lead to the consolidation of multiple bridges
across disciplinary boundaries -the ultimate goal being, hopefully, a continuum of fields.

Vassilis Petrakis ¢ BaoiAng Iletpdkng
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PREFACE

Wor(1)ds.

By words, worlds are created,
By worlds, words are given.

Thus we speak

Wor(l)ds without end.

Yet, words are failing me now - failing to express in writing the joy of seeing this Volume out, with the
multiplicity of worlds it contains. Each chapter, drawing its own world, takes us on a heuristic journey from
cautious beginnings, through complex meanders of words, to enticing discoveries. This Volume stems from the
Conference and round table titled The Wor(l)ds of Linear A: An Integrated Approach to Linear A Documents and
Script (a 2022 Assessment), held online on 24-26 May 2022, which I organized and convened during my time
as Junior Research Fellow at St. John’s College, University of Cambridge. The Wor(l)ds of Linear A has been the
first ever Conference solely and fully dedicated to investigating the Linear A script of “Minoan” Crete in all its
kaleidoscopic aspects, thus proving unique in its character and of paramount importance for the advancement
of this research area as an independent, yet intertwined, disciplinary subject.

The Conference, ambitious as it were, brought together for the first time well-established senior scholars and
early-career researchers alike working on Linear A across a broad range of subject areas, with a view to assessing
the current scholarly understanding of Linear A. The Conference was aimed at exploring a wide variety of
aspects, relating (but by no means restricted) to: administrative and writing systems, linguistic analysis,
palaeography and semasiography, pinacology and epigraphy, script origin and connections, the archaeological
record and socio-historical settings of the inscribed artifacts. The theme itself invited an “integrated” dialogue
between different disciplinary perspectives in order to elucidate the complex subject of Linear A research in the
broadest possible sense, thus providing a most comprehensive overview of aims, problems and possible future
lines of inquiry. Methodological considerations and interdisciplinary approaches were particularly welcomed,
which fostered further interdisciplinary discussion and helped to develop new challenging theoretical frame-
works for understanding the many intertwined facets of Linear A writing and administrative systems (Words),
and the socio-cultural systems that produced the documents (Worlds). By pinpointing the analytical problems
scholars currently face when investigating all aspects of the Wor(I)ds of Linear A and by outlining new prom-
ising pathways, the goal of the Conference, as well as the present publication, is to revive the distinctive char-
acter of Linear A research and thus to integrate at our best the different disciplinary perspectives in order to
break free of often too restrictive disciplinary boundaries.

The wor(l)ds uttered and created in the context of the Conference have now materialized in this much
longed-for publication, jointly edited by Ester Salgarella and Vassilis Petrakis. The updated title The Wor(1)ds of
Linear A: Integrated Approaches to Documents and Inscriptions of a Cretan Bronze Age Script was chosen to better
reflect the contents of the submitted contributions (esp. “materiality” of writing and text-based analyses), herein

appearing as individual thematic chapters. Featuring as the first Volume of a new series dedicated to the study
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of Aegean epigraphy, Athens Studies in Aegean Scripts and Administrations (Reinforcing Archaeology-Minded
Epigraphy), aptly acronymed ASASA(RAME), this work is hoped to pave the way to thriving and ever-growing
research in this marvelous, as much as mysterious, multi-faceted disciplinary jewel.

I gratefully acknowledge ATAS - Aarhus Institute of Advanced Study (University of Aarhus, Denmark) and
the Aarhus University Research Foundation (AUFF - Aarhus Universitets Forskningsfond) for supporting my
academic research (as AIAS-AUFF Research Fellow) during the latest phases of editing WoLA.

Last but not the least, special thanks go to the Scientific Committee responsible for evaluating each
contribution, that so kindly and willingly offered assistance in assessing the papers submitted for the virtual
Conference: Matilde Civitillo (University of Campania), Brent Davis (University of Melbourne), Georgia
Flouda (Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports), Barbara Montecchi (University of Bologna), Vassilis Petrakis
(National and Kapodistrian University of Athens), Ilse Schoep (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven). To them all, to
this Volume’s brilliant contributors, to generous Vassilis, and to you dear passionate reader, go my most heartfelt
thanks. And to all Cretans, of past, present and future: may your beloved Crete, with its rich history, live on until
the End of Time.

Ester Salgarella
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A NOTE ON JOHN YOUNGER’S ELECTRONIC
RESOURCES ON LINEAR A

To everyone seriously or more casually interested in Linear A specifically, or Aegean scripts in general, John
Younger’s electronic resources on Linear A have been a truly invaluable working tool. It had been part of

the habitus of those working on the script to check http://people.ku.edu/~jyounger/LinearA/ often, in order
to retrieve conventional phonetic transcriptions (based on the GORILA readings and the axiom (but well
supported, see Steele and Meifiner 2017) of the Linear B>A “homography/homophony”), as well as information
drawn from an index/lexicon of Linear A texts and an extensive bibliography on the script and related topics.

To cut what could be a very long description full of praises and euphemisms short, John’s Linear A page was
a first-rate, continuously updated and highly user-friendly resource. It was only natural that such resources were
hosted at webspace afforded by John’s home institution, the University of Kansas, in a website at a secondary
server hosted by the University. In early 2024, and sometime following John's retirement from KU (30 June
2019), the precious URLs became unavailable and “not found” messages turned up on the screens of those who
wished to consult these resources. Hearts stopped and breaths were held in the little realm of Linear A studies.
To us, as editors of a volume focused on Linear A, these were definitely worrying news, not least because many
of the papers in the volume cited these very URLs. Repeated attempts over several weeks showed this to be a

non-temporary problem.

On 25 April 2024, John used another electronic offspring of his, the Aegeanet discussion list, to inform
interested Aegeanists about the fate of this material. The title of the message appeared almost Messianic: “Linear
A lives on”. In this message, John plainly and succinctly confirmed the loss of the KU webspace. However,
he assured that the material will be made available as downloadable PDF files from his personal Academia
website. Not a sudden death then, but a rearrangement and transformation. One may entertain themselves
in wondering if the fate of these resources might in fact echo the fate of the Linear A script itself. Since April
2024, as announced and promised by John, pertinent files have been uploaded to https://kansas.academia.edu/

Younger. In order to keep up with these developments, we had to eliminate the old unusable URLs from the
texts of the papers, and replace them, whenever possible, with hyperlinks that the interested reader might in
fact use.

Ester Salgarella and Vassilis Petrakis
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE AND ABBREVIATIONS

Chronological Table: Absolute and relative dating. Absolute dates are presented here in a simplified manner

integrating Warren and Hankey 1989, 169, Table 3.1 and Shelmerdine 2008, 4-5, figures 1.1-1.2. Cultural phases

follow Dickinson 1994. The reference to scripts in use in the right column purposefully simplifies the picture,

accepting a strict distinction between Cretan Hieroglyphic and Linear A and omitting certain “aberrant” examples
(e.g. Phaistos Disk, Arkalochori bronze axe).

Absolute Chronology
(in years BCE)
different sets of dates Pottery Pl-lase L. s
. 1. . (full spelling and abbreviations Cultural phase Scripts in use
indicate divergences commonly used)
between low (left) and high ¥
(right) chronologies
2200-2000 Early Minoan III EM III Late Prepapatial ‘Archanes
2000-1900 Middle Minoan IA MM IA Period script
1900-1800 Middle Minoan IB MM IB Cretan
First Palace Period Hieroglyphic
1800-1700 Middle Minoan IT MM II Linear A
1700-1600 Middle Minoan IIT MM III
Late Minoan [IA = Late LM IA Linear A
1600-1500 1700-1600 Helladic I LHI Second Palace Period Cretan
Late M B I MIB Hieroglyphic
ate Minoan IB =
1500-1450 1600-1450 1 e Helladic T1A LH ITIA
Late Minoan II = LM II
_ i ?
1450-1400 Late Helladic 1B LH IIB Linear Bt
) ) Linear A (non-
1400- Late Minoan IIA1~  LMIrA1  Third Palace Period  4qministrative,
1370/1360 Late Helladic ITIA1 LHImA1  (including Final residual?)
Palatial/ Monopalatial [ inear B
and ‘Post-palatial
1370/1360- Late Minoan A2~ LMIIA2  periods)
1320/1300 Late Helladic ITTIA2 LH IIIA2 Linear B
1320/1300- Late Minoan IIIB = LM IIIB
1190/1170 Late Helladic ITIB LH IIIB

Chronological Abbreviations

EM Early Minoan

MM Middle Minoan

LM Late Minoan

LH Late Helladic (Mycenaean)
MC Middle Cypriot

LC Late Cypriot
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The Wor(l)ds of Linear A
Concluding thoughts

Vassilis Petrakis

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens
ORCID ID: 0009-0003-4044-2313

Philippa M. Steele

University of Cambridge
ORCID ID: 0000-0003-3109-265X

There is more than one way in which a conclusion to the Wor(l)ds of Linear A can be meant, beyond the obvious
composition of a pertinent text, such as this one. This chapter revolves around (but is not restricted to) topics
raised during the concluding discussion section of the conference, on whose proceedings this volume is based,
so meticulously organized by Ester Salgarella. In this sense, this text may offer a (necessarily selective) survey on
the topic and a few reflections on the theme of the conference, the writing system we have come to name, since
Sir Arthur Evans first invented this nomenclature, as “Linear script of Class A” or, in short, “Linear A”.

This is a happy conclusion to the first international meeting devoted entirely to this script and leading to the
first international multi-author publication of the same focus. We trust it was a happy occasion for all involved,
either as members of its scientific committee (mentioned and kindly acknowledged in the Foreword) or even
as attendants and active participants in the stimulating discussions that followed. Moreover, each conclusion is
happy because, in scholarly adventures, each end is simultaneously also a point of departure: our highest hope
is that WoLA (as we suggest that the event and the volume itself be abbreviated) will stimulate further research,
effectively preparing the ground for a second international meeting on Linear A, so as to establish the study of

the Linear A script in its multifaceted nature as an independent (yet inter-connected) field of academic enquiry.

The title’s meaningful “word/world” interplay may make one immediately think of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s
famous quote: “The limits of my language mean the limits of my world” (“Die Grenzen meiner Sprache
bedeuten die Grenzen meiner Welt”, preposition 5.6 in his Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, quoted here from the
1922 English translation by EP. Ramsey and C.K. Ogden). In the months preceding and following the event,
the word/world pun was brought up repeatedly, and even more so when the event’s organizer, Ester Salgarella,
offered us the stimulating task of concluding this volume. In this role, we had to conclude both the “words”
and the “worlds” of Linear A, while keeping in mind that these two conclusions may well be one and the same:
the words, the sequences of Linear A signs, had specific pragmatic references as this script (like all writing
systems) was born out of real communicative necessities related to specific socio-political contexts. It is a rather
tautological statement that the Linear A (or any) script did not exist outside its realm of use: its “words” were
its “world(s)”. To paraphrase Wittgenstein again (specifically, his preposition 5.6.1: “what we cannot think, that
we cannot think”) we may say of Aegean (and other) script-users that “what they could not write, they could
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not write” (“was sie nicht schrieben kénnen, das kénnen sie nicht schrieben”). Or, to put it outside the realm of
the Wittgenstein-ean theses, separating different aspects of the script is feasible only in theory: praxeologically,
writing is a coherent, indivisible whole system, comprising of sign-forms (our beloved signaries), “rules” of
how these are used to convey meaning through various means (phonographic or non-phonographic), specific
material supports and their signification and, certainly not least, the content of the messages that writing was

used to convey. These all compose the writing praxis.

Similarities between Wittgenstein’s “world”, as encompassing all one might think, and the “world” of a script
end here. There were also “worlds” beyond what writing systems express: vast illiterate realms of human action,
in which the practice of writing was unknown or, at best, marginally known, as an arcane (conceivably even
“magical”) information technology. The limits of a writing system may be, for practical purposes, finite, but are
remarkably open: scripts can change (through specific agency, of course), and do change. Yet, in this process
of change, different “entities” may emerge. As scholars who try to study such systems thoroughly, we must deal
with the question of the point when a script variety begins to exist as a different script altogether. The shift
from one entity to another, however gradual or abrupt, however subtle or dramatic, is always both an end and
a beginning.

That might lead to another interpretation of the “conclusion” of the “wor(l)ds” of Linear A. The last
chronological horizon of a specific realm of script use in the Bronze Age Aegean and the passage to a new
environment, in which script (now Linear B) became -almost exclusively- a specialized tool of palatial bureau-
cracy, introducing new “words” (expressing verbally a Greek dialect or sociolect for the first time), but, just as
importantly, a new “world” - new political economies. The “conclusion” of both the world and the word of Linear
A can be argued to mark a remarkable episode in the development of Aegean Bronze Age scripts and literacy, a

point to which we shall return.

Some of what follows has been prompted from attending the conference papers and the discussions that
followed, although, almost inevitably, all this experience has been mapped onto (even immersed into) our own

interests and ideas.

“LINEAR” A WITHIN THE GRAPHIC LANDSCAPE OF THE BRONZE AGE
AEGEAN (AND BEYOND)

In our introductory essay (Petrakis and Salgarella, this volume) we stressed how “Linear A” was defined as a
category already in 1909 (but going back to observations made in 1903 or even during the 1890s). Following
this, and with the pertinent epigraphic material repeatedly presented in various forms and in a systematic way
since 1945, one may think that we have a good idea of what Linear A is and what it looks like. Such a view is
indeed promoted in many general accounts, brilliant in structure and excellent in their discussion. One such
account, originally composed in 2007 but the latest to appear in print at the time of writing this chapter, is
authored by the late Jean-Pierre Olivier (1939-2020) and is included in the first volume of The New Documents
of Mycenaean Greek, the third installation of the grand handbook of Mycenaean studies, initially authored by
Ventris and Chadwick and now thoroughly revised in a new multi-author format edited by John Killen. There,
Olivier offers a neat and well-structured discussion of the script (Olivier 2024, 61-70), whose duration of use
is clearly outlined. There is an explicit rejection of the caution exercised by Ilse Schoep in classifying KN 49, a
tablet fragment from the Knossos Southwest Houses, as possibly Linear A (Schoep 2007), identified categori-
cally as the earliest Linear A inscription known and formally included in the Linear A corpus (RILA-S1, 34-5).
The Linear A signary is quite well-defined, and the range of its material carriers is laid out in a comprehensive
way. Moreover, Olivier lays out the evidence that singles out Linear A as the most prolific Aegean script, having
spawned both Linear B and the Cypriot syllabic scripts of the Late Bronze Age known, since Evans’ time, as

Cypro-Minoan. The “words” and the “worlds” of Linear A are very rigidly and clearly outlined.
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Recent studies, some authored by the volume’s editors, have tried to blur the boundaries of such a
categorization of Linear A. These have been (directly or indirectly) influenced by approaches to the material
that acknowledge the systemic and integrative nature of scripts, the very fact that they are writing systems and,
as such, they inherently contain a number of qualities, material and immaterial, but all related to practice.

It is heuristically useful to think of those features that relate to the “inner” workings of script (the form and
function of graphemes, the occurrence of variation and the interrelationship of the various types of graphemes
and their correspondence -or lack thereof- to linguistic entities), and those that we may justifiably label “ex-
ternal” features, such as the typology of the material carriers of text, the way the interaction between writing
practice and material affect the direct material outcome of text production (the ductus) including, of course,
all those features that relate to inscribed documents as artifacts: their condition, context of production and use,
their variform contextual association and their chronological and spatial/geographic distribution. We might
term such features “script-internal” and “script-external” respectively (cf. Meifiner and Salgarella 2024).

Relatively recently, Petrakis (2014a, 2017b) and Salgarella (2020) focused on both such features to reassess
the place of the Linear A category within our understanding of the development of Aegean Bronze Age scripts.
Although the balance tilted differently in those studies, they both attempted to question the rigidness of the
separation of Linear A from Cretan Hieroglyphic and Linear B respectively.

Petrakis focused mostly (albeit not exclusively) on document typology and function, following observations
by Erik Hallager (2011, 2015) and Helena Tomas (2011, 2012, 2017), in which the differences between the
apparatus of the administrative systems using Linear A and Linear B were stressed, while also acknowledging
interesting similarities in document typology and use between the systems using Cretan Hieroglyphic and
Linear A.

Exploring a seemingly different issue, that of the context in which Linear B administrations were shaped,
he was led to a preliminary reexamination of those assemblages where inscriptions classified as (certainly or
probably) Linear A occur alongside inscriptions classified as Cretan Hieroglyphic: the well-known case of the
Malia “Dép6t Hiéroglyphique”, as well the Knossos “Hieroglyphic Deposit”, which may date (although there is
debate about this) in the mature Neopalatial period (MM IIIB or the MM IIIB/LM I transition). The identifica-
tion of some probable Linear A inscriptions in the Knossos “Deposit” (CHIC, 18) has been critical. During the
WOLA conference, it was refreshing to attend Louis Godart’s paper (published now as Godart 2024), in which
he returned to the identification of the Linear A inscriptions in the Knossos deposit, although, unfortunately,
this paper could not be included in the present volume.

Petrakis further suggested that the issue is not merely one of Linear A co-presence with Cretan Hieroglyphic
in the same assemblages. Taking into account “script-internal” features as well, such the occurrence of signs
hitherto exclusively associated with Linear A, such as klasmatograms (Corazza et al. 2021; see even further
Perna 2023), on these (and no other) deposits, he put forward the idea that the two “Deposits” at Knossos and
Malia represent a different regional entity, both in terms of “script-internal” and “script-external” features ten-
tatively named “north-central Cretan Neopalatial administrative system”. This proposal may lead to a thorough
new study of all aspects in these assemblages, which is designed for the near future. Some questions may,
however, already be raised: how did such a regional system -if we accept that the evidence can be interpreted
in such a way- come about? Was it the result of some fusion between two otherwise well-defined categories?
Or do we have to rethink, in the light of these findings, the way we have so far classified Aegean scripts? This
approach intended to highlight the various shades of grey that still exist in our classification of Aegean material
as “Hieroglyphic” or “Linear”.

Further exploration of that gray area was also addressed by the paper presented in WoLA by Barbara
Montecchi, Maria Streccioni and Silvia Ferrara. Although this work appeared elsewhere (Montecchi et al.
2024), it enriched the perspectives of attendants by focusing on (and questioning) the relationship between the
seemingly well-defined Linear A corpus and material commonly classified as “aberrant”, such as the Phaistos
Disk and the inscribed bronze axe from Arkalochori.
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Salgarella (2020) took on the task of exploring the palaeographic variation of Linear A phonograms,
which had for such a long time been a desideratum in Aegean epigraphy. However, her approach included
both “script-external” and “script-internal” features, as she focused on the geographic distribution of signs and
palaeographic variants which, in turn, supported certain patterns arguing against a monolithic view of Linear
A as being a single, undifferentiated entity. This approach is compatible with the regionalism that Petrakis’
approach suggested and a potentially useful corrective to the quantitative domination of Late Minoan IB Ayia
Triada material on Linear A studies. This may well encourage the need to examine signaries in a regional (even
site) scale (cf. Bennet and Petrakis 2024 for the same point as relevant to Cretan Hieroglyphic; also Notti 2021
for Linear A on Thera).

Salgarella proposes to accommodate also the emergence of Knossian Linear B (arguably, the earliest Linear
B known) within the documented variation of Linear A, as a later (post-LM IB) variety of it, developed fore-
most under the influence of Neopalatial Linear A varieties in the area in which it is first attested (north Crete)
(summarized in Salgarella 2020, 369-70; see also Bennet 2022). This view threw another bridge across the
Linear A-B “divide’, suggesting a transition that might have been smoother than the “killing” that John Bennet
has argued (Bennet 2008, 22). Although born during Evans’ exploration of Knossos (see above), the distinction
between Linear Classes A and B has arguably grown far and wide after the decipherment of Linear B, whose
demonstrable “Greekness” ensured the deepening of a kind of historical chasm between the two Aegean “linear”

scripts.

Relevant here is the important point made by Ilse Schoep in her contribution, namely of how visualizing the
development of a culture through time through temporal “blocks” influences the way we understand the pace
and periodization of cultural practices - including writing and sealing (Schoep, this volume; cf. also Whitelaw
2022). The decipherment of Linear B was a dramatic paradigm shift in many aspects of Aegean prehistory,
whose effect was multiplied by its association with the dramatic upheaval associated with the Late Minoan IB/
IT “divide”.

Although one should not overstress the distinction, we cannot afford to lose sight of the important changes
that came with the appearance of Linear B. Changes in literacy, namely the contextual restriction of script use
to the realm of the administration, are often stressed and with good reason (see the recent treatment of Steele
2024, 79-147, focusing on the shift from high to low vitality in writing). Recently, Torsten MeifSner observed
that the bulk of what we may term “non-administrative” Linear A inscriptions seem to be associated with
specific contexts of Neopalatial Cretan (not generally Aegean) religious practice, therefore hinting that the
difference between Neopalatial and later (i.e., Third Palace Period or “Mycenaean”) script use may specifically
relate to institutional changes related to religious behavior. Although this does not necessarily revolve around
the literacy of priests and or other cult specialists (cf. MeifSner 2023, 216), as we observe the same lack of
religious inscriptions in post-LM IB Crete, where syncretized cults (e.g., of a Diktaean Zeus on KN Fp(1) 1.2)
may be attested, we may tentatively suggest that the apparent restriction of script use may have more to do with
a withdrawal of inscribed text from cult practice -the inscription on the LM IITA1 figurine from Poros (PO Zg
1: Dimopoulou et al. 1993) can be the exception that proves the rule.

However, there may be more to the passage to Linear B than the discontinuity of certain categories of
inscriptions. One may observe that the emergence of Linear B brings an abrupt end, perhaps not to the Linear
script, but certainly to the degree of palaecographic diversity that can be documented in the Neopalatial period
(Salgarella 2021). In another of the WoLA papers that does not appear in the present volume, since its content
has already been published elsewhere (Steele 2024, 29-78), Philippa Steele stressed the changes in “logographic”
writing (or “non-phonographic” writing) apparent between the Minoan and Mycenaean writing traditions.
Although Linear A “logograms”/“non-phonograms” have typically been assumed to “work” in the same way
as their homomorphs in Linear B, there are some significant differences, most obvious in the layout of longer
texts. Unlike in Linear B, where signs for commodities usually have clear “slots” beside associated numerals and
measurement signs, in Linear A they occur alongside syllabographic signs without any visual separation. This
could be considered a “tidying up process” (Salgarella 2020, 150), mainly relevant to the visual layout of infor-
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Fig. 9.1: SY Za 2, photograph and facsimile, after GORILA 5, 64 (courtesy of L. Godart and J.-P. Olivier).

mation. However, in one libation table (SY Za 2), we may have indeed a somewhat “curtailed” (as John Younger
terms it, see Younger 2024b: unnumbered page 108) version of the so-called “libation formula”, where whole
sign-groups (as spelled out in syllabograms) appear to alternate with “logograms” *302 and *122 “olive oil” and
“olives” respectively (Steele 2024, 62-4) (Fig. 9.1).

Although isolated, this instance might suggest that commodity-signs may have a wider functional range
in Linear A than in Linear B. Indeed, it is clear from the diverse types of such “logograms” (on which see also
Petrakis 2017a -preferring to call them “non-phonographic” signs) that they were derived in different ways
from a range of different precursors in Linear A, even though for Linear B writers they still performed the
same role whatever their individual origin: there is no functional difference in Linear B between a highly iconic
grapheme, such as a vessel sign and one derived from a compound (such as MA+RU = LANA, “wool”). Again,
such divergences in practice between Linear A and B probably have practical motivations, for example changes
in bureaucratic practice as well as a language shift in administration that may have affected such arguable

logographic representation.

One may observe that the transition to Linear B occurs across a divide overloaded with dramatic shifts.
We may duly record the innovations in administrative structures, craft production, mortuary practice, whose
radical character seemingly supports the “Mycenaean conquest” narrative (e.g., Wiener 2015), whose historio-
graphic background is, however, much more complex (Galanakis 2022). It looks tempting to understand the
genesis of the Linear B system as part of that innovation. However, Late Minoan II-IITA1 Knossos offers us a
fascinating mixture of traditionalism and radical innovations. Linear B has a little bit of both aspects of the
Knossian elite culture of the time: it is both a further development of a script used in an administrative milieu
that had strong precedents in the region; but it is also innovative, if we take into account the innovations ob-

served in the signary, document typology and script use.

Being more precise is considerably difficult. One reason the transition between Linear B and its ancestral
system is so difficult to study in its details may be the “black hole”, as Olga Krzyszkowska (2005, 189) once
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called the lack, not just of sealing practices (to which this term originally referred), but of Cretan palaeography
too: but of any administrative documents from Late Minoan IB Knossos. The issue came up again during the
discussion that followed Schoep’s thoughtful paper (Schoep, this volume). Although this looks, at first sight, like
an unimpressive argument from silence, both Salgarella and Petrakis have provided interesting clues suggesting
Neopalatial north (or even north-central) Crete as the region that has been most “relevant” to the making of

Linear B and the Linear B-using apparatus as we know it.

To come back to Linear A, the question of the palaeographic and linguistic unity can now be tackled anew.
A recent treatment of the topic by Yves Duhoux (2020) supported a plurality of languages, which seems to
be in agreement with palaeographic diversity. However, the application of syllabotactics (more below), as
championed by Brent Davis’ analyses (Davis 2018, 2024, forthcoming) may suggest that more linguistic unity
might lurk underneath the variety of graphic variants.

Another way of looking at Linear A is “sideways”, as it were, in relation to the development of writing on
Cyprus - where Linear A was borrowed in the form of the distinctive system labeled by Evans as “Cypro-Minoan”
because of its clear connection with Cretan writing (a line of descent widely accepted, although alternative
views have been expressed, e.g., Sherratt 2013). Indeed, the earlier decipherment of the first millennium Cypriot
Syllabary, used for a dialect of Greek, had been instrumental in the decipherment of Linear B, showing the
connectedness of the Aegean and Cypriot writing traditions. However, Cypro-Minoan is not as well attested
as Linear A and also has a very different appearance, with idiosyncratic palaeography and inscription types
that share similarities with both the Aegean to the west and the cuneiform-using areas to the east, yet re-
main distinctively Cypriot (see Steele 2018, 35-44). This has led to numerous difficulties in identifying the
exact signary of Cypro-Minoan, from Emilia Masson’s division into three styles (CM 1-3: e.g., Masson 1974)
to more recent attempts to unify the signary and try to understand its internal variation (e.g., Ferrara 2013b;
Valério 2018; Polig and Donnelly 2022). The perceived distance between Linear A and Cypro-Minoan palaeog-
raphy has discouraged attempts to develop a sign-by sign identification, although Miguel Valério has presented
a convincing synthesis of many of the signs (see for instance his discussion of the early Cypriot clay tablet,
ENKO Atab 001, the unusual likeness of whose signs to Linear A equivalents he tries to situate in long-term
developments: Valério 2017b).

The most recent treatments of the development of Cypro-Minoan use a different approach, in which
palaeography as defined from the longer texts (cf. Olivier 2007, where only multi-sign texts are considered
inscriptions) is only one piece of the jigsaw. Here context is key, as the use of writing by Bronze Age Cypriots can
be considered as a wide “scriptworld”, in which single signs, commonly found on Cypriot manufactured vessels
for example, were also part of the wider literate environment (see Donnelly 2021, 2022b, 2024). A significant
advance is to be found through an in-depth study of the Cycladic examples of Linear A, which have already
attracted attention because of their peculiar features not shared with Cretan Linear A (e.g., Karnava 2008, 2018;
Nash 2021). As Donnelly (this volume) shows, it is not only the discovery of a Cycladic Cypro-Minoan inscrip-
tion that points towards new connections: the similarities in palaeographic features and in inscription types and
contexts strongly suggest that it was in the Cyclades that writing was mediated via Cypriot traders. This is an
important observation that will have a great impact on studies of Cypriot writing.

THEMATIC AND TYPOLOGICAL FOCUSES

It is customary -although imprecise sensu stricto- to refer, in editions of Linear B transcriptions, to all
documents from a site as “tablets” as if other types of documents were negligible. It has been customary for
editions of Linear B texts to include not only tablets, but also labels, and various types of nodules (and, in the
case of Knossos, noduli as well), although not inscribed vases, which have been treated as a distinct category,
as most, unlike other document types, were not produced necessarily in the site (or region) in which they
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were discovered. These decisions are clear to Aegean epigraphists, who use their disciplinary mstrumenta in an
expert, but ultimately habitual way.

The quantitative dominance of the inscribed tablet is a fact in the Linear A corpus too. Still, one of the
most important contributions of the last decade focused explicitly on what we would term the non-adminis-
trative use of the script, on the stone vessels termed “libation tables” (Davis 2014). That documents other than
tablets could provide meaningful focal points of study is exemplified by Maria Anastasiadou’s (this volume)
preliminary assessment of inscribed roundels. She offers her observation that sign-sequences beginning with
AB 08 <A-> occur on roundels with incised numerals (or arithmograms), which might hint at the possibility
that A- functions as a prefix that is somehow related to the fact that the entities represented by these sign-groups
are followed by numerals (so apparently counted), but the small sample is not sufficient to demonstrate this.
This problem is a recurring one in Aegean epigraphy, not restricted to Linear A, but actually to all material other
than Linear B (see more comments on the quantitative aspect of Linear A material overall further below).

Thematic studies may also revolve around the subject-matters of the inscriptions themselves. Of course,
despite valiant and sound attempts to propose classifications of Linear A material of refinement analogous
to that seen in Linear B (e.g., Montecchi 2010 on the Ayia Triada tablets), we may only afford to dwell on
rather general classifications (still without established prefixes), based on the identifications of certain recorded
commodities.

In this respect, Marie Louise Nosch and Jorg Weilhartner (this volume, and see also above) have offered
an exemplary study of Linear A “logograms” for wool and textiles. This material has been discussed before,
still chiefly in studies focused more on the Linear B material (e.g., Del Freo et al. 2010; Petrakis 2012a). Their
discussion of the various trajectories, in which “logogram” repertoires are shaped, has been refreshing; their
study documents for the first time in some detail the relationship between the Linear A and Linear B non-
phonographic repertoires a propos the thematic focus on the management of woolen textile production. Most
importantly, its explicitly anti-essentialist viewpoint provides a stimulating background for assessing the
subtleties involved in the “transition” towards the Linear B system. We may lament that Rachele Pierini’s paper
on olives and olive oil in the Linear A records could not be submitted for publication in this volume.

HOW TO LOOK INTO LINEAR A? TOOLS AND (RE)PRESENTATIONS

At the beginning of this concluding chapter, extensive reference was made to how Linear A was defined,
classified and presented in the past century. This was prompted by the interestingly recurring focus on analysis
and method that was observed across WoLA papers and the discussions that followed. Still, the new ways to
look forward with regard to Linear A and Aegean epigraphy are not limited to conceptual realignments. Recent
tools and instrumenta, building on advances in technology, have provided us with an array of new tools.

Some of them used to be startling innovations some years ago but now tend to become part of a protocol
of presenting Aegean Bronze Age epigraphic material, include the generation of non-static illustrations based
on Reflectance Transformation Imaging, and constructed out of the integration of a large number of static
images of the inscribed object with equally diverse light properties, able to recreate as much as possible the
experience of the autopsies, as well as showing up details that are easily missed with the naked eye. Within
Aegean interests, these were initially applied to the small collection of Linear B documents in the Ashmolean
Museum in Oxford in 2012 (https://sirarthurevans.ashmus.ox.ac.uk/collection/linearb/images.html), with the
team of scholars working on the final publication of the Pylos tablets swiftly following (Nakassis and Pluta 2017;
Nakassis et al. 2021). Although apparently these cannot be fully accommodated in the conventional format of
two-dimensional (and inherently static) printable editions, they can be already used as essential supplementary
material of such publications. Other modes of representation, such as 3D modelling, although less widespread,
may occasionally provide fascinating insights too.
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Let us turn to papers included herein. Robert Hogan presented a series of working assumptions related to
the structure of Linear A tablets that he has used when generating network graphs for his “Linear A Explorer”
(see https://lineara.xyz/network; Hogan, this volume). Such visualizations are based upon the notion of degree

centrality (Freeman 1978), where “central” indicates well-connected nodes in a network. Visualization of such
connections has the potential of being a very useful tool when assessing the strength (a notion based largely
on recurrence rate) of ties between analyzed entities. For the visualization of network patterns, other force-
directed algorithms, such as ForceAtlas 2 (Jacomy et al. 2014) can be used, building upon the principle of linear
attraction/repulsion (linked nodes attracted, unconnected pushed apart).

Visualization of node relations is one way in which digital applications can enhance the study of Aegean
scripts. In her paper in this volume, Clelia LaMonica explores the potential of datasets and other resources
based on overarching principles through the perspective of FAIR (Findability — Accessibility — Interoperability
- Reuse of digital assets, see https://www.go-fair.org/). As she surveys evidence presented in known published

>«

datasets (including Robert Hogan’s “Linear A Explorer”, or in even more specialized datasets, such as the palae-
ographic database SigL A, Salgarella and Castellan 2021), she proposes links between archaeological, genetic and
linguistic datasets to produce “joint” digital resources (LaMonica, this volume). Such links must, indeed, not be
discouraged, but extreme caution is needed to discourage essentialist (even perhaps primordialist) conceptions
of ancient cultures (see e.g., Maran 2022).

NEW ANALYTICAL TOOLS

The last remark on the previous section must not be understood as a discouragement over crossover methodology
altogether. It has commonly and often been noted how Aegean studies are inherently cross-disciplinary. In re-
cent years, there has been a flourish of the applications of phylogenetics and statistical approaches. The former,
championed in the pioneering study of Christina Skelton (2008; Skelton and Firth 2016; Firth and Skelton
20164, 2016b), has had an interesting impact in discussions about the development of Aegean scripts, especially
the internal development of Linear B (for some reservations see the discussion in Petrakis 2022, 419-20). While
itself an ingeniously conceived application of phylogenetics, one may wonder to what extent our fascination
with it is not related with the infamous quest for “objectivity” that the method apparently provides.

As so many important results are at stake, it has been very fortunate that Emily Tour (this volume) has
decided to study the relationship among the main categories of Aegean writing (Cretan Hieroglyphic, Linear A
and Linear B) through phylogenetics. Her project, meaningfully named “Coded in Clay’, is intended to focus
not just on sign-forms, but also on those features that have been called “script-external’, most notably document
typology.

The other offshoot of the cross-disciplinary methodological opening of Aegean epigraphy in recent years
has been the one pioneered by the analytical work undertaken by Brent Davis (2014), himself the author of a
more conventional (but still exemplary) study of inscribed “libation tables”. On the strength of his considerable
linguistic and analytical background, Davis has sought to apply a novel statistical approach to ask new questions
and attempt to answer them in innovative ways.

It was fortunate that Davis was able to give not one, but two papers at WoLA. One of them is destined to
form a chapter of a forthcoming work and is not included herein (Davis forthcoming). It forms part of a re-
markable series of innovative contributions that follow on the track so brilliantly initiated by David Packard’s
(1974) impressive statistical analysis of the Linear A material. Davis has focused on syllabotactics, a statistical
assessment of constraints and trends on the combinatory possibilities of syllables. Being grounded in phonology,
syllabotactics tend to be language-specific. He provides a test of the validity of the method by comparing the
syllabotactics of known linguistic relatives and known linguistic “aliens” in the Aegean-Cypriot syllabographic
material: his approach confirms things we know, that Linear B and the Classical Cypriot syllabary record Greek
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dialects, as well as that Linear A and Linear B render different languages. Davis has produced a startling result
by proposing that syllabotactics support the statistical likelihood that the language of the notoriously “aberrant”
Phaistos Disk may be the same or very close to the one on the Linear A inscriptions (Davis 2018). Since then,
he has moved forward by arguing, on similar grounds, for the statistical likelihood that all Linear A inscriptions
from throughout the island record the same language, and so is also likely for Cretan Hieroglyphic and Linear
A (Davis 2024; forthcoming).

Such findings, if confirmed by further tests or alternative methods, may suggest a remarkable linguistic
uniformity of the pre-Linear B inscriptions. This would be a major discovery by itself. It is laudable that Davis
has been so lucid about the range of possibilities under the “same language” rubric of his statistical assessment:
same language, two very closely related languages, dialects of the same language or two different stages in the
development of the same language / closely related dialects. His findings have an obvious considerable bearing
in any reconstruction of Aegean prehistory. We should not necessarily view the regional diversity proposed by
Petrakis and Salgarella as contradictory to Davis’ conclusions.

DECIPHERMENT PROSPECTS

“I can read Linear A; I just don’t know what every inscription says.”

John G. Younger posted in the Aegeanet discussion list, 25 April 2024

Last, but certainly not least, we must come to the question that may lurk somewhere in the mind of most Aegean
epigraphists, and is one of the questions we most often encounter when making public statements about Aegean
inscriptions. The question revolves around the language rendered by Linear A or some other undeciphered
Aegean script. Through the years, this has been phrased in many ways, often awaiting confirmation or rejection
of a specific decipherment attempt that has been in vogue. Let us phrase it in the way we would like it to be

asked: How close are we to deciphering Linear A? Of course, there is no short and simple answer.

Let us be clear that this volume (or the event that this volume stems from) accommodated no startling new
proposals for the “Minoan” language(s). Formally, we could dance around the topic or stay in the comfort zone
of agnosticism - which is, ultimately, honest. However, one of the papers in this volume assumes a brave attack
on the issue in a surprisingly direct manner and this invites also some comment on the issue of the Minoan
language - as we may conventionally call the language(s)/dialect(s) underlying the pre-Linear B epigraphic
material from the Aegean.

Davis’ second WoLA paper -the one that appears in this volume- is a highly readable assessment of what
we may know (or we may cautiously hypothesize) about various features of the Minoan (Davis, this volume).
Drawing on the linguistic geography (the distribution of the main linguistic entities hitherto recognized) of the
eastern Mediterranean in the early second millennium BCE, Davis surveys features that are more or less likely to
have been part of the Minoan morphology, namely apparent affixation (the presence of segments added before
or after a “nucleus”, namely prefixation and suffixation), as well as syntactic features, such as word-order.

This is certainly not the place to make an extensive summary of Davis’ chapter, which interested readers
would like to read in full. Assuming the transliteration of Linear A with their homograph Linear B orthographic
values (see above), Davis uses examples of alternate types to suggest that the affixation patterns in Linear A
sign-groups are not consistent with either Indo-european or Afroasiatic patterns. This lends support to the
possibility that Minoan is not related to any language family known to be historically used in the area.

This appears to be a merely negative conclusion, a source of potential discouragement. That it may be, but,
as it is the sound conclusion of the analysis of some well discussed evidence, we may use it as a tentative starting
point. When juxtaposing the “deciphered” scripts of the Aegean (or Aegean-Cypriot) scripts, namely Linear B
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and the Cypriot (or Cypro-Greek) syllabary, to their undeciphered cousins (the pre- or non-Linear B Aegean
scripts, including Cypro-Minoan) one is struck by the differences in the quantity of the available material, a
difference expressed both in the number of inscriptions, as well as the number of signs and sign-groups (see
most recently the overview in Olivier 2012, 16-8, fig. 2). The size of the published Linear A “corpus” is almost
equal to the amount of text assigned to the most prolific “scribe” in Pylos, Hand 1 (].-P. Olivier, pers.com. to V.
Petrakis, 27 February 2010).

It is often suggested that, alongside the lack of bilingual inscriptions (of which one script/language will be
a known one), this relative paucity of material is the main reason why Linear A, as well as other scripts from
Proto- and Neopalatial Crete remain, to this day, untamed beasts.

The limited quantity of inscribed material before Late Minoan II/IIIA is a plain fact. But this is not the main
reason why progress in sorting out the features (more or less likely) of the Minoan language has been (and will
be) slow. The reason is the possibility, suggested also very comprehensively by Davis’ discussion, that Minoan
has no extant historical relative, quite unlike the Mycenaean Greek rendered by the Linear B script.

Let us pause and wonder if Mycenaean philology and textual interpretation would have had the amazing
-almost explosive- progress it had, especially in the first two or three decades after the decipherment, if
Mycenaean was not Greek, one of the most intensely studied languages in human history. What would have
happened if the deciphered script had turned out to be a far less documented language? What if there were
no waves of specialists (such as the Hellenists and Indoeuropeanists that took immediate interest in the 2nd
millennium BCE Greek material) to dwell on the new material and without a deep scholarly tradition (including
phonology, morphology, syntax, lexical studies, dialectology) against which the newly discovered Mycenaean
evidence would be assessed? Although Michael Ventris certainly did not decipher Linear B because it was Greek
(this was, as has been well known, a surprise to him as well), we may well speculate that, if the language had not
been a language he had already studied well, he would not have so instantly recognized the fruit of his success.

Such “what-if” considerations, one may argue, are more akin to “alternative history fiction”, rather than
academic discourse. However, as a thought experiment, it might be interesting to note that the pace and solid
appearance of the post-decipherment progress with Linear B has been less a matter of sheer quantity, and more
a matter of the quality of the evidence available (cf. for a similar comment regarding Cretan Hieroglyphic, see
Bennet and Petrakis 2024).

One might note that there is not necessarily a “critical” point in which the mass of Linear A inscriptions will
start to generate more reliable results. It is not special pleading if we, once more, stress the state of our ignorance:
we do not know what linguistic structures underlie the use of Linear A (or Cretan Hieroglyphic) phonograms.

This is not to deny that more discoveries are highly desirable, and some of them may well be critical. The
publication of the longest Linear A inscription hitherto known, that on the ivory “scepter” from the so-called
Cult Center in the Anetaki plot at Bougada Metochi at Knossos is eagerly awaited as a major contribution that
will boost innovative discussions of Linear A and the epigraphic landscape of pre-Linear B Crete, particularly
Knossos (see preliminary publication by Kanta et al. 2024). Still, what we most certainly need is novel insights
into the extant material, published or new. Recent assessments such as Brent Davis’ stand at the helm of such
advances.

We may hope that concluding the Wor(l)ds of Linear A can be visualized as a sequence of steps towards a
better understanding of the script and the contexts it was made to serve. The aforementioned steps, some small,
some larger, were made in rather dark (or, at least, imperfectly lit) areas and were often tentative, with feet
testing the safety of the ground. Not all of them were in the same direction, but, perhaps, this is the strength of a
collective scholarly effort such as the one represented by WoLA. If military metaphors may be permitted, Linear
A’s formidable problems may actually begin to crack under attacks from as many sides as possible. WoLA’s blow
was not the first one, but is intended to be one in a series of prolonged engagements. May there be many more.
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