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Land South of Wilberforce Road, Cambridge
Interim Statement of Potential

Introduction

Cambridge Archaeological Unit (CAU) were commissioned by St. Johns College,
Cambridge (c/o Savills) to undertake open-area excavations on land south of
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge, CB3 OEQ prior to the site’s redevelopment into student
accommodation (Planning Reference: 21/02052/FUL). The excavation took place
between the 24" May and 17" June 2022, with a further one day Watching Brief
carried out on the 12" of July 2022. The CAU assigned Site Code is WFR 22 and the
Cambridgeshire HER identifier is ECB 6777.

This report aims to give a brief overview of the results from the excavation, with a full
Archive Report to follow once analysis of the results has been completed.

Location, Topography and Geology

The entire Proposed Development Area (PDA) covers an area of approximately 1.45
hectares, with the open-area excavations discussed in this report covering c.0.11
hectares within its south-eastern quadrant. It is located at the southern end of
Wilberforce Road, Cambridge with Cambridge University Sports Ground positioned
directly to the west and centred on TL 43500 58430 (Figure 1). At the time of
excavation, the site was unoccupied, having been cleared of former farm buildings,
trees and areas of scrub.

The modern ground surface within the PDA slopes downwards from the north from a
height of 14.50m OD along the northern edge to 9.50m OD along the southern one.
Underlying geology comprised of Gault Formation clay.

Site Summary

The site was split into two excavation Areas designated Area 1 and Area 2 (Figure 2),
although due to the presence of several impediments including a live high-voltage
electricity cable, a live water pipe and several tree preservation areas, they were
reduced in size from the original plan. The results from each Area are briefly
summarised below and a list of excavated Features and Contexts is provided in
Appendix 1.

Area 1

Area 1 was a roughly rectangular-shaped excavation measuring 850m? in total and
centred on TL 543522 258432. It targeted an area previously evaluated in 2020
(Brittain 2020) that had identified a surviving stretch of Roman Akeman Street.

Within the excavation area, it was found that the road surface had been badly
damaged by medieval/post-medieval agricultural activity. However, despite this,
several remaining pockets of gravelled/metalled road surface did survive, as did the
underlying sub-ballast layer consisting of a mixed sandy yellowish/brown clay. These
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deposits in turn had been placed upon a mid-grey clay silt likely representing the
former topsoil. Also present were two sets of road-side ditches laid approximately 15m
apart. Extending along the western side of the road were three intercutting parallel
ditches, whilst along the eastern side two further intercutting ditches were present,
indicating this stretch of the road underwent some level of maintenance or slight
realignment during its time in use.

Interestingly, seemingly buried within the sub-ballast material forming the eastern
camber of the road a partial human burial was identified and recorded. This individual
was laid parallel to the road, although unfortunately a furrow had removed the upper
half of the body, and further analysis of it is required (Figure 3).

Area 2

Area 2 was an irregular shaped area measuring 280m? in total and centred on TL
543494 258387. Due to the presence of a bungalow, driveway and garden, this part
of the PDA had only been evaluated by a short trench located outside of the projected
line of the Roman Akeman Street. This excavation revealed Area 2 was much more
heavily disturbed by modern activity than Area 1, and unfortunately no evidence of the
road layers such as the sub-ballast or gravelled/metalled surface survived. However,
two roadside ditches were present, and aligned with the two main ditches identified
within Area 1 (Figure 2).

Within this area the ditches were approximately 11.50m apart indicating a slight
narrowing of the road. Also, unlike Area 1, no evidence for ditch recuts was present,
although it is unclear at this stage as to whether this is a consequence of modern
truncation, or whether this stretch of the road did not undergo the same level of
maintenance/realignment as seen within Area 1.

Due to the discovery of the burial within Area 1, a watching brief was also carried out
after the main excavation had been completed in order to record any further remains
which may have survived within the foundations of the modern bungalow that bordered
the southern edge of Area 2. This watching brief determined the foundations and
associated services connected to this structure had removed any archaeological
potential.

Site Potential

This excavation has yielded interesting, albeit mixed results, and the upcoming full
report will analyse the findings and help place this stretch of an important Romano-
British road into its proper local and regional context, whilst endeavouring to discover
the significance of the burial placed alongside it.

It is worth noting that apart from the road and its associated ditches and burial, and in
keeping with the evaluation results, no other evidence for pre medieval/post-medieval
activity was present across the site. This indicates this stretch of the road was not
located in close proximity to any settlement or related activity.
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Archive Totals

Archive ltem Total Number
Excavated Archaeological Features 14
Archaeological Contexts 47
Bulk Environmental Samples 8
Graphic Sheets 5
Archive Files 1

Table 1: Archive

Artefact Type Number Weight (g)
Pottery Sherds 11 31
CBM 27 1006
Fired Clay 2 18
Human Bone 143 1536
Animal Bone 9 115
Metal objects 5 40
QOyster Shell 19 60
Road Cobbles 4 2837
Tobacco Pipe 8 28
Total 228 5671

Table 2: Artefact Totals
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Appendix 1 — Feature and Context Information

Feature Context | Context Shape/ Length | Width Depth Primary Fill . Archaeological
No. FEEUILD TR No. Type Orientation (m) (m) (m) Type e Period

. BN, CBM, medieval/post-
50 Furrow 101 Fill - - - - 4.36 - PT, SH, TP medieval

50 Furrow 102 Cut EW | imslot | 200 | 0.10 - 1.1 . medieval/post-
medieval

50 Furrow 108 Fill . . . . 3.3.6 . PT medieval/post-
medieval

50 Furrow 110 Fil . . . . 236 . None medieval/post-
medieval

50 Furrow 109 cut E-W Imslot | 1.25 | 0.11 - 1.1 ; medieval/post-
medieval

51 Subsoil Test Pit 100 Layer Square Tm slot | 1m slot 0.10 2.3.6 N/A None me;':giaelilpa?%

51 Subsoil Test Pit 103 Layer Square Tmslot | 1m slot 0.15 2.3.6 N/A PT meﬂ:ﬁ{/;;?st-

51 | Subsoil TestPit | 104 | Layer | Square | 1mslot | 1mslot | 0.15 236 na | CBM MT, 1 medieval/post-
PT medieval

51 Subsoil Test Pit | 107 Layer Square | 1mslot | 1mslot | 0.15 236 N/A None meﬂ:ﬁ{/ F;‘l’St'

52 Ditch 105 Fil . . . : 5.3.6 . BN, FC, | medieval/post-
TP medieval

52 Ditch 106 Cut EW | imsiot | 075 | 024 - 3.1 . medieval/post-
medieval

53 Roadside Ditch 111 Fill - - - - 3.2.6 - None Romano-British

53 Roadside Ditch 112 Cut NE-SW 2m slot 0.68 0.23 - 2.1 - Romano-British

53 Roadside Ditch 132 Fill - - - - 3.2.6 - PT Romano-British

53 Roadside Ditch 133 Fill - - - - 2.2.6 - None Romano-British

53 Roadside Ditch 134 Cut NE-SW 1m slot 1.30 0.36 - 2.2 - Romano-British

54 Road 113 Layer NE-SW 2m slot 7.30 0.23 227 - None Romano-British

54 Road 122 Layer NE-SW 2m slot 7.30 0.10 3.3.6 - None Romano-British

54 Road 123 | Layer | NE-SW | 2mslot | 7.30 | 0.05 S%ﬁ;’g'e - ST Romano-British
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Feature

Context

Context

Shape/

Length

Width

Depth

Primary Fill

Archaeological

No. FEELIIE RS No. Type Orientation (m) (m) (m) Type e Period
54 Road 143 Layer Irregular 3.40 2.00 N/A S%ﬁ;i - None Romano-British
55 Human Burial 114 Fill - - - - 2.3.6 - None Romano-British
55 Human Burial 115 Skeleton NE-SW >1.20 0.50 - - - BN Romano-British
55 Human Burial 116 Cut NE-SW >1.20 0.50 0.10 - 1.0 - Romano-British
56 Roadside Ditch 117 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.3.6 - None Romano-British
56 Roadside Ditch 118 Cut NE-SW 1m slot 0.90 0.25 - 3.3 - Romano-British
57 Roadside Ditch 120 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.3.6 - SH Romano-British
57 Roadside Ditch 121 Fill NE-SW - - - 2.3.7 - BN Romano-British
57 Roadside Ditch 119 Cut NE-SW 2m slot >0.84 0.43 - 3.2 - Romano-British
58 Roadside Ditch 124 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.3.6 - None Romano-British
58 Roadside Ditch 125 Fill NE-SW - - - 2.3.7 - None Romano-British
58 Roadside Ditch 126 Cut NE-SW 2m slot 0.83 0.30 - 2.2 - Romano-British
59 Furrow 128 Fill E-W - ] - 5.3.6 ; BN, CBM, |  medieval/post-
SH medieval
59 Furrow 129 Cut E-W omslot | 312 | 018 - 1.1 ; medieval/post-
medieval
60 Roadside Ditch 130 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.2.6 - PT Romano-British
60 Roadside Ditch 131 Cut NE-SW 1m slot 1.26 0.26 - 2.2 - Romano-British
60 Roadside Ditch 135 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.2.6 - PT, SH Romano-British
60 Roadside Ditch 136 Cut NE-SW 1m slot 1.31 0.17 - 2.2 - Romano-British
60 Roadside Ditch 137 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.2.6 - None Romano-British
60 Roadside Ditch 138 Cut NE-SW 1m slot 1.41 0.26 - 2.2 - Romano-British
61 Furrow 139 Fill E-W . : : 5.3.6 - | BN, cBM | Medievalipost-
medieval
61 Furrow 140 Cut EW | fmslot | 129 | 025 . 2.1 i medieval/post-
medieval
62 Roadside Ditch 141 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.2.6 - None Romano-British
62 Roadside Ditch 142 Cut NE-SW 2m slot >0.95 0.30 - 2.2 - Romano-British
62 Roadside Ditch 145 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.2.6 - None Romano-British
62 Roadside Ditch 146 Cut NE-SW 1m slot >0.35 0.27 - 2.2 - Romano-British
63 Roadside Ditch 127 Fill NE-SW - - - 3.3.6 - None Romano-British
63 Roadside Ditch 144 Cut NE-SW 2m slot 0.78 0.15 - 1.2 - Romano-British
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Primary Fill Types:

Slot Profile Types:

Shade No. | Colour | No. | Composition [ No.
Pale 1 Orange | 1 Sand 1
Pale/Mid 2 Brown 2 Silty Sand 2
Mid 3 Grey 3 Sandy Silt 3
Mid/Dark 4 Black 4 Silt 4
Dark 5 Clay Silt 5
VeryDark | 6 Silty Clay 6
Sandy Clay 7
Clay 8

Sides No. Base No.
Not visible in slot 0 Not visible in slot 0

Shallow 1 Flat 1
Moderate 2 Slightly Rounded 2

Steep 3 Rounded/Concave 3

Vertical 4 v-shaped/pointed 4

Undercutting 5 Irregular 5

Irregular 6
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Figure 1. Site location
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Figure 2. Site excavation areas



Area 1. Human Remains F.55 from NE Area 1. Roadside Ditch F.57 with surviving cobbled surface. From SW

o

Area 1. Roman Road F.54 from SW

Figure 3. Selected photographs from excavation areas
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