sufficiently between datas and
internretation, for examole with
reference to social organisation

(p. 116).

On the organisational side, the
use of frequent sub-headings breaks
up the text usefully, but it is the
quality of the (illustrations and
overall appearance of the book
which let it down. Behind an
attractive cover are a series of
second-rate line drawings (for
example. Figure 5.4, p. 195) which
have a distinet 'felt-pen' feel to
them. mans which are often less
than useful (for example, Figure
6.3) and photozranhs whose
relevance is dubious, but whose
presence seems to be justified by
lengthy annotations in lieu of
references in the text.

There are too many mistakes in
references and soellings to escape
mention here (take, for example,
the unfortunate sex-change of Mr.
F. Buckiey on p. 19, or the
confusion in referring to Bonsall's
work at Eskmeals, p. 21-22), Higham

has made a brave attempt to handle
an enormous task, but even in the
counties whose history is relati-

vely poorly known, the challenge is
too ereat. T awalt with interest
the outcome of the leviathan tasks
of Cunliffe and Manby dealing with
Wessex and Yorkshire to AD 1000.

this book is more of a
than a svmphony and it
the contribution of
Jobey (see note 1, n.

Overall,
eacoohony
misses sadly
Professor G.
234). I ern
Counties except to those working
specifically on the North, who will
find the bibliography comprehensive
and useful, Of eourse, reach for it
from the literary shelf to familia-
rise yourself with the major sites
of the northern counties, but if
you don't know the North, be sure
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to reach, with the other hand, for
a good map.
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Reviewed by Isabel Richardson

to the intricacies of the
post-glacial formation of  this
unique ares, the prehistory of the
Somerset Levels begins in the Early
Neolithic period. The latest
traces of human activity preserved
there wereoriginally demonstrated
by the Iron Age excavations of
Arthur Bulleid and H. St. George
Gray almost a century ago. The
authors briefly describe this early

Due

archaeological work, also the
detailed environmental studies of
Sir Harry Godwin, and acknowledge
the importance of this and other
previous work in the Levels.

John Coles had already gained
ten years experience in the area,

and Bryony three, when the Somerset
Levels Project was set up in 1973.
The major part of this book deals
with the Project's discoveries in a
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area of the Levels between
Polden Hills and Wedmore. The
uncovered are described
in a chronological framework, so
that the Early Neolithie and the
Sweet Track (named after Ray Sweet,
the peat-worker who discovered it),
occupy chapter 3. In the ensuing
text the rest of the Neolithie
evidence and that of the Bronze Age
is considered, with a chapter on
experimental archaeology and wood
conservation, The only settlement
evidence available so far is that
of the Iron Age sites at Glaston-
bury and Meare, Besides offering a
resume of the excavation details
available, the authors briefly
discuss the interpretations offered
bv Professor Tratman and Dr. D.
Clarke of the organisation of these
settlements. While disagreeing with
major points of both noavers, they
suggest that the original excav-
ator, Bulleid, was oerhans nearer
the truth in his coneclusions.

small
the
trackways

There is no general introduction
to this book, so it has to be
assumed that it s aimed at
"enthusiasts,..with no special
knowledge, but a lively interest
as are other books in the same
series. One suspects also that it
is in fact hoped that many dryland
archaeologists will read it as a
general introduction to wetland
work, and the complementary nature
of the artefaets and structures
found is fully emphasised in the
final chapter,

The information miven is clearly
and concisely exoressed, with
welcome touches of humpur, but the
stvle of writing sometimes
irritates (as in the somewhat
conseious use of "we" and the
oatently clumsy "one  of us
[J.M.C.1"), The illustrations are
excellent throughout, nearly all
the sixteen colour plates being

carefully used to illuminate points
that the monochrome photographs
could not demonstrate so well. The
odd one out is the illustration of
a peat-cutting machine, which could
have been replaced with advantage
by a colour plale of a settlement,
The black and white photographs are
alse reproduced clearly. Particu-
larly delightful are the early
twentieth century ones of peat-
stacking and of the Bulleid and
Gray excavations, a strong contrast
to the present-day techniques,
whiech have been developed to suit
excavation in peat. It is a pity
that the necessary emphasis in the
text on the importance of environ-

mental work is barely reflected in
the illustrations, neither maero
nor miero plant remains being

renresented, The line drawings are
very clear and the reconstruections
imaginative, being firmly based on
the available evidence. It would be
heloful to have a scale on all the
drawings -- the details of size are
hidden in the text in some cases.
Rather oddly, the illustrations are
listed at the end of the book with
the bibliography, suggestions for
further reading and the index. The
exhaustive.

This book then is a well-
illustrated and full account of
specialised archaeological work on
a small area of the Somerset
Levels. If it is aimed, as I
presume it is, at the enthusiastie
amateur or the dryland archaeo-
logist, then it will be a good
introduction to the prehistory of
our raoidly diminishing wetlands.
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