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Figure 3. Plan of Trenches showing archaeological and modern features



Figure 4. North facing gully (F.7) with recovered 1st-2nd century AD pottery, including 
Samian

Figure 5. South facing section of ditch gully F.6



Figure 6. 1st-2nd century AD pottery from gully F.7 
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Project details 
Project name Babraham Research Campus, Building 570

Short description of the 
project

Between 19th April and 3rd May 2011 the Cambridge Archaeological Unit 
carried out an archaeological evaluation (74 m of trenching) followed by a 
watching brief at the Babraham Research Campus prior to the construction of 
a single building (B503) some 200m to the north of the river and to the east of 
the Hall. Two undated NE-SW ditches plus a number of ill-defined Roman and 
Late Medieval features were found that were considerably truncated by 
modern foundations. The Late Medieval features included two NW-SE ditches 
and a pit, whilst the Roman features consisted of two sections of a shallow and 
sinuous NNW-SSE oriented gully in which was found a concentration of well-
preserved broken vessels including at least one Samian bowl, and a 4m-wide 
NE-SW trending boundary ditch which lay adjacent to the south-eastern edge 
of the excavation. The latter ditch appears to be more or less in line with the 
westernmost edge of a group of ditches associated with the Roman Road 
previously excavated beneath the ARES Building Car Park in 2006. 

Project dates Start: 19-04-2011 End: 03-05-2011 

Previous/future work No / No 

Any associated project 
reference codes

RCB11(1) - Sitecode 

Any associated project 
reference codes

ECB 3576 - HER event no. 

Type of project Field evaluation 

Site status Protected sites under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 

Current Land use Industry and Commerce 2 - Offices 

Monument type DITCH + GULLY Roman 

Monument type DITCHES + PIT Medieval 

Significant Finds POTTERY Medieval 
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Significant Finds POTTERY Roman 

Methods & techniques 'Targeted Trenches' 

Development type Rural commercial 

Prompt Direction from Local Planning Authority - PPG16 

Position in the planning 
process

After full determination (eg. As a condition) 

 
Project location 
Country England
Site location CAMBRIDGESHIRE SOUTH CAMBRIDGESHIRE BABRAHAM Babraham 

Research Campus, Building 503 

Postcode CB22 3AT 

Study area 140.00 Square metres 

Site coordinates TL 5090 5058 52.1325 0.2050 52 07 57 N 000 12 18 E Point 

Height OD / Depth Min: 25.00m Max: 25.00m 
 
Project creators 
Name of Organisation Cambridge Archaeological Unit 

Project brief originator Local Authority Archaeologist and/or Planning Authority/advisory body 

Project design originator Robin Standring 

Project director/manager Emma Beadsmoore 

Project supervisor Simon Timberlake 

Type of sponsor/funding 
body

Local Arch. Society/Amateur Archaeologist 

Name of sponsor/
funding body

Babraham Bioscience Technologies 
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Physical Archive 
recipient

Cambridge Archaeological Unit 

Physical Archive ID RCB11(1) 

Physical Contents 'Animal Bones','Ceramics' 

Digital Archive recipient Cambridge Archaeological Unit 

Digital Archive ID RCB11(1) 

Digital Contents 'Animal Bones','Ceramics','Stratigraphic','Survey' 

Digital Media available 'GIS','Images raster / digital photography','Survey','Text' 

Paper Archive recipient Cambridge Archaeological Unit 

Paper Archive ID RCB11(1) 

Paper Contents 'Animal Bones','Ceramics','Stratigraphic','Survey' 
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Paper Media available 'Context sheet','Map','Notebook - Excavation',' Research',' General 
Notes','Photograph','Plan','Report','Section','Survey ' 
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Publication type

Grey literature (unpublished document/manuscript)

Title Babraham Research Campus, Proposed Building B570: An Archaeological 
Trench Evaluation and Watching Brief (INTERIM STATEMENT) 

Author(s)/Editor(s) Tuimberlake, S. 

Other bibliographic 
details

No. 1041 

Date 2011 

Issuer or publisher Cambridge Archaeological Unit 

Place of issue or 
publication

University of Cambridge 

Description A short interim statement report consisting of 3pp and a summary, with 4 figs 
and cover and 2 inside photos. Also a pdf. 
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