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Title:   Compendium Morale Rogeri de Wultham 
 
Secundo folio:  3f. tenens mittit   
 
Language:  Latin 
 
Material:  vellum 
 
Measurements:  9¼ x 7¼ ins. 
 
Collation:  1 pastedown 1 flyleaf 110 (wants 1)-310 (10 canc.) 410-1010 
   [6 paper leaves intervene between 6 & 7] 1110-1510 
 
Number of leaves:  95 + 54 
 
Columns:  single 
 
Lines to a page:  30 
 
Date:   XV 
 
Handwriting:  a neat hand, English, with Italian influence? 
 
Binding:  marbled paper boards 
 
Parris 269, H.η.20 [i.e. H.υ.20 ?] 
Ii.1.3,4 are bound together 
   
Contents: Divided into Rubricae (13) only 9 of which remain 
 
Rubr. I  begins imperfect (f.1 gone) 
  nobis verificetur illud dictum viri eloquentissimi Marci 
  Varronis Canale sissum est auris que audita et accepta 
  memorie non commendat 
 
Rubr. II  Descripcio rei publice et quales ei prefici debeant videl. 
  sapientes literati rationabiles et de bona educacione juuenum 
  nobilium       5 
  Est respublica secundum Plutarchum Imperatoris Traiani 
  institutorem corpus quoddam  (This is borrowed from Joh. 
  Salisb. Policrat. V.2 : II.282 ed. Webb) 
 
Rubr. III  quod regentes sint iuste morigerati  etc.    19b 
  consecutiuum  uisuper sapiencie principum 
 
Rubr. IV  Quod principes et omnes prefecti deum timeant etc   41b 
  Cum igitur inicium sapiencie sit timor dei 
  In this is the whole story of John’s quarrel with the Pope, with 
  documents 
 
Rubr. V  De temperato regimine prefectorum et de septem  
  actubus virtuosis       55 
  In esse igitur debet rei publice prefectis 
 
Rubr. VI  De temperata principis magnificencia etc    80b 
  In bellicis uero necessaria est. temperata Richard I 

On 83b 84 letter of G. Bp of Beauvais to Pope Celestine (III) & reply 



  The ink of 94a differs from that of 93b. The page ends 
  volneribus esset perfossus et sui ei suaderent ut ab  

acie declinaret. 94b 95 blank 
six leaves of paper intervene [now after f. 149]: then the text resumes. The paper  
leaves are the flyleaves to Ii.3.4 which now begins after a gap 
sed ob eorum  magnificenciam et probitatem etc. the last 
11 lines of Rubr. VI 

 
Rubr. VII Quod necessaria sit seueritas debita in militum 
  disciplina etc       1 [i.e. 96] 
  Item exigit prouidencia  ordinati regiminis. 
 
Rubr. VIII (no rubric) text       10 [i.e. 105] 
  No Bishop of Beauvais with this initial then Philip of Dreux 1175-1217 
  Et similiter magnificentia que omnibus debet inesse 
 
Rubr. IX  Text. Sequitur  de perseuerancia et fortitudine   36 [i.e. 131] 
  quibus vigebant antiqui 
  Ending imperfect with f. 54 in an extract from 
  Val. Max. lib. 7 on ‘Bayas Prieneus’: 
  Responditque ille omnia bona mea mecum porto . pectore  
  enim illa gestabat non humeris nec oculis videndum 
 
The author was prebendary of Caddington minor in St Pauls 
(1316-29) keeper of the Royal wardrobes (1322-3). He 
was connected with the household of Antony  Bete 
Bishop of Durham & Patriarch of Jerusalem (1305) f.38 mentions  
Boniface VIII (d. 1303). f.61 tells (f.38) a long story of Magnus 
(IV) of Norway d.1280, mentions (f.31 nostris temporibus) 
Thomas Weyland summus Anglie iusticiarius 
He writes therefore after 1305 
The work is an anthology of quotations and anecdotes, 
Seneca preponderates but an immense range of 
clerical and Christian authors is used. Livy seems  
wanting. Worth mentioning may be Quintus Curtius, 
Sallust ‘in bellicis’ besides Catilina & Jugurtha (f. 94). Annius 
Florus (II.f.9) Cic. pro Corn. Balbo (92b) Quintilian 
in libro causarum (f.66) Apuleius de deo Socratis ibid. 
Of later authors Policraticus (and de nugis philosophorum) 
Odo de Narbonia (= of Cheriton) Turpius [?] Chronicle 
The episodes of modern history are 
King Magnus f.38, Louis & Henry III f. 40b 
The ‘proces’ [?] of King John f.43-48. Bp of Beauvais  
& Pope Celestine III 83b. 
The matter about king John is given “from a common 
source with the Annals of Burton & Waverley (Annal. 
Monast. Rolls I.209, II.288)” The letter of the  
Bishop of Beauvais & the Pope’s reply  (fictitious) are 
in Hoveden (Rolls IV.21) 
Other copies are in Royal MS 7.E.VII.8.9.VI see the 
catalogue from which the above references are 
derived. 
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