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A.l1 Bedfordshire

A.1.1 Parish register data

Table A.1.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Bedfordshire)

Period Early 18th Mid 18th Late 18th Early 19th
century century century century
Mid year 1708 1728 1782 1817
ARU coverage’ 69% 8% 9% 100%
Observations’ 8,010 1,362 1,632 18,978

! Share of 1813-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.1.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, made available by the Bedfordshire Archives and Records Service — for which |
would like to express my gratitude. This index yielded approximately 16,000 relevant

occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

30710
4,043
5,261
4,454
777777777777 —— 16013
939
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.1.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Bedfordshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time

period, as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.1.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Bedfordshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from twelve per cent around the turn of the nineteenth century, to

twenty-four per cent in the early eighteenth century, as the table below shows.

Table A.1.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence
(Bedfordshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 15% 19% 24% 19% 12%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in four local probate courts, as depicted in the map below,
all of which are included in the probate dataset. The vast majority (ninety-two per cent) of the
documents were proved in the main Archdeaconry Court of Bedford. Although there were slight
differences between the male occupational structures in this court and the other, minor courts,
model calculations show that potential over- or underrepresentation of the minor courts in the
dataset would have had a negligible (i.e. less than one percentage point) effect on the overall

male occupational structure of the county.
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In dataset
I No data

Appendix A

1 Archdeaconry of
Huntingdon

2 Peculiar of Biggleswade

3 Peculiar of Leighton
Buzzard

Map A.1.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Bedfordshire)
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A.2 Berkshire

A.2.1 Parish register data

Appendix A

Table A.2.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Berkshire)

Period

Mid year

ARU cove rage1

. 2
Observations

Early 18th Mid 18th Late 18th Early 19th
century century century century
1703 1743 1774 1817
8% 1% 1% 100%
1,478 692 777 30,955

! Share of 1813-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.2.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by the Berkshire Record Office and the Berkshire Family History Society,

and combined with an additional index for documents proved at the Peculiar Court of

Faringdon, made available by the Berkshire Record Office — for which | would like to express

my gratitude. Combined, these indexes yielded approximately 23,500 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

51,440
9,450
9,299
7921 23,501
"""""" N .
1,263
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.2.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Berkshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time
period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows, but it is clear

that coverage for the seventeenth- and early eighteenth century is superior to later decades.
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Figure A.2.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Berkshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from six per cent around the turn of the nineteenth century, to

twenty-seven per cent in the early seventeenth century, as the table below shows.

Table A.2.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence
(Berkshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 27% 22% 22% 12% 6%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in four local probate courts, as depicted in the map below,
all of which are included in the probate dataset. The vast majority (eighty-seven per cent) of the
documents were proved in the main Archdeaconry Court of Berkshire. Since the male
occupational structure of the Archdeaconry Court area was virtually identical to that of the three
peculiar courts, and since those minor courts made up such a small share of the total dataset, it

is not surprising that model calculations show that potential over- or underrepresentation of the
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minor courts in the dataset would have had a negligible (i.e. less than one percentage point)
effect on the overall male occupational structure of the county.

In dataset 1 Peculiar of Faringdon
- No data 2 'Peculiar of the Dean of Windsor
3 Peculiar of the Deanery of Salisbury

Map A.2.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Berkshire)
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A.3 Buckinghamshire

A.3.1 Parish register data

Table A.3.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Buckinghamshire)

Period Early 18th Mid 18th Late 18th Early 19th
century century century century
Mid year 1705 1753 1778 1817
ARU coverage’ 23% 4% 2% 100%
Observations’ 5,632 1,894 1,515 30,431

! Share of 1813-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.3.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by the Centre for Buckinghamshire Studies — for which 1 would like to
express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 14,000 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

21,485
175
4,633
ffffffffffff ——. 13782
705
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.3.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset
(Buckinghamshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage from the mid seventeenth century

onwards, as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.3.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade
(Buckinghamshire)

During this post-1650 period, probate coverage varied from eight per cent around the turn of the
nineteenth century, to seventeen per cent in the early eighteenth century, as a calculation based
on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county shows. This is set out in the

table below.

Table A.3.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence
(Buckinghamshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 1% 16% 17% 14% 8%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in eleven local probate courts, as depicted in the map
below, all of which are included in the probate dataset. The vast majority (eighty-eight per cent)
of the documents were proved in the main Archdeaconry Court of Buckingham. Early-
nineteenth-century parish register data show that the occupational structure of the area covered

by the Archdeaconry Court differed considerably from that covered by the ten minor courts.
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Nevertheless, model calculations show that potential over- or underrepresentation of the minor

courts in the dataset would have had only a minor (i.e. less than two percentage points) effect on

the overall male occupational structure of the county.

In dataset

Il No

data

Map A.3.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the

testamentary dataset (Buckinghamshire)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above
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A.4 Cambridgeshire

A.4.1 Parish register data

Table A.4.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Cambridgeshire)

Period Early 18th Mid 18th Late 18th Early 19th
century century century century
Mid year 1712 - - 1817
ARU coveragel 15% - - 100%
Observations’ 2,095 - - 30,011

! Share of 1813-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.4.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by the Cambridgeshire County Record Office — for which I would like to
express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 20,000 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

46219
10,797
6,746
7,953
777777777777 — 19670
1,053
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.4.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Cambridgeshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time

period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.4.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade
(Cambridgeshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from eleven per cent around in the early seventeenth century to

sixteen per cent in the early eighteenth century, as the table below shows.

Table A.4.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence
(Cambridgeshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 11% 12% 16% 13% 11%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in five local probate courts, as depicted in the map below,
some of which are only partially covered by the index or, in the case of the Peculiar Court of
Isleham, are missing altogether. Early-nineteenth-century parish register data show that the male
occupational structure of the Consistory Court differed somewhat (i.e. was more agricultural)
than that of the combined minor courts. Nevertheless, model calculations show that over- or

underrepresentation of the minor courts in the dataset has a relatively small (i.e. two percentage
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points or less) effect on the overall male occupational structure of the county. Thus, despite only
providing partial coverage, the probate data is an adequate basis for estimating
Cambridgeshire’s historical occupational structure.

il dataset > ’ 1 Peculiar of Thomey

Bl Partially covered ¢ 2 Peculiar of Isleham
I 2o data { 3 Archdeaconry of Ely
4 Archdeaconry of Sudbury

oL

Map A.4.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Cambridgeshire)
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A.5 Cheshire

A.5.1 Parish register data

Table A.5.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Cheshire)

Period Early 18th Mid 18th Late 18th Early 19th
century century century century
Mid year 1724 1754 1785 1817
ARU coverage’ 30% 18% 20% 100%
Observations’ 8,622 5,354 9,420 60,233

! Share of 1813-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.5.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by Cheshire Archives and Local Studies — for which | would like to express
my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 42,500 relevant occupational observations, as
set out in the figure below.

129,165
55,078
15,682
”””””” T 6180 42,378
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.5.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Cheshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time

period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.5.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Cheshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from sixteen per cent after 1740, to twenty-three per cent in the

second half of the seventeenth century, as the table below shows.

Table A.5.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence

(Cheshire)
1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 17% 23% 22% 16% 16%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in a single probate court, the Consistory Court of the

Diocese of Chester, which (thus) covered the entire county.
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A.6 Cornwall

A.6.1 Parish register data

Table A.6.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Cornwall)

Period Early 18th Mid 18th Late 18th Early 19th
century century century century
Mid year - 1756 1788 1817
ARU coveragel - 1% 2% 100%
Observations” - 337 875 63,567

! Share of 1813-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.6.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by the Cornwall Record. This index yielded approximately 30,500 relevant

occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

67,805
”””””” 169
12,479
21,486
”””””” T3254] 30418
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.6.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Cornwall)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time

period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.6.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Cornwall)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from nine per cent in the first half of the seventeenth century, to

thirteen per cent in the second half of that century, as the table below shows.

Table A.6.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence

(Cornwall)
1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 9% 13% 12% 12% 10%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in the Archdeaconry Court of Cornwall and no fewer than
twenty-eight peculiar courts, only two of which are included in the index. The twenty-six other
peculiar courts are not covered because documents proved in these courts were stored in the
archives of the Exeter Consistory Court, which were destroyed in the Exeter Blitz. However, an
analysis of the early-nineteenth-century parish registers shows that the Archdeaconry Court

covered more than eighty per cent of the contemporary population, and that the occupational
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composition of the covered population was very similar (i.e. within one percentage point) to that

of the county as a whole.

In dataset

No data

Archdeaconry
of Cornwall

Map A.6.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Cornwall)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above
1 Episcopal Peculiar of Trewen
2 Episcopal Peculiar of Lawhitton
3 Episcopal Peculiar of South Petherwin
4 Episcopal Peculiar of Lezant
5 Episcopal Peculiar of Padstow
6 Episcopal Peculiar of St Merryn
7 Episcopal Peculiar of Egloshayle
8 Episcopal Peculiar of St Issey
9 Episcopal Peculiar of St Breock
10 Episcopal Peculiar of Little Petherick
11 Episcopal Peculiar of St Ervan
12 Episcopal Peculiar of St Eval
13 Peculiar of Bradoc (Dean and Chapter of Exeter)
14 Peculiar of St Winnow (Dean and Chapter of Exeter)

15 Episcopal Peculiar of Landrake with St Erney

16 Episcopal Peculiar of St Germans

17 Peculiar of Boconnoc (Dean and Chapter of Exeter)
18 Episcopal Peculiar of St Erney

19 Peculiar of Perranzabuloe (Dean and Chapter of Exeter)
20 Peculiar of St Agnes (Dean and Chapter of Exeter)
21 Episcopal Peculiar of Mylor

22 Episcopal Peculiar of St Gerrans

23 Episcopal Peculiar of St Gluvias

24 Episcopal Peculiar of Mabe

25 Episcopal Peculiar of Budock

26 Episcopal Peculiar of St Anthonyin Roseland

27 Episcopal Peculiar of Falmouth

28 Royal Peculiar of St Buryan
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A.7 Cumberland

A.7.1 Parish register data

Table A.7.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Cumberland)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 19th
century century century century
Mid year 1721 1745 1784 1817
ARU coverage’ 6% 1% 39% 100%
Observations’ 702 1,043 7,968 36,183

1 Share of 913-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.7.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to probate documents
proved at Richmond, created by Lancashire Archives, and from an index to probate documents
proved at Carlisle, created by the Cumbria Archive Service. A small number of data originate in
a third index, of probate documents proved at Durham, created by the Durham County Record
Office. | am grateful to all three record offices for making these indexes available to me.
Together, they yielded approximately 29,500 relevant occupational observations, as set out in
the figure below.

72118
6,871
14,398
18,857
”””””” 24641 29528
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.7.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Cumberland)
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The three indexes provide adequate coverage from the 1660s onwards although, as the figure

below shows, the number of useable observations varied considerably over time.
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Figure A.7.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Cumberland)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage after 1660 varied from fourteen per cent in the latter half of the
seventeenth century, to twenty-six per cent in the mid eighteenth century, as the table below

shows.

Table A.7.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence

(Cumberland)
1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 2% 14% 23% 26% 20%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Cumberland probate documents were proved in three major ecclesiastical courts, corresponding
to the three indexes discussed above. They are depicted in the map below. Nearly seventy per

cent of the documents were proved in the Consistory Court of the Diocese of Carlisle. Since the
occupational structure of the male populations captured by the three courts were very similar, it

is not surprising that model calculations show that potential over- or underrepresentation of any
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of the courts in the dataset would have had a negligible (i.e. less than one percentage point)

effect on the overall male occupational structure of the county.

In dataset

Il No data

Diocese of
Durham

Map A.7.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the

testamentary dataset (Cumberland)
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A.8 Derbyshire

A.8.1 Parish register data

Table A.8.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Derbyshire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1705 - 1786 1817
ARU coveragel 2% - 1% 100%
Observations” 112 - 388 45,728

1 Share of 913-20 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.8.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to probate documents,
proved at Lichfield, created and made available — for which 1 would like to express my
gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 16,000 relevant occupational observations, as set

out in the figure below.

30,623
78
5,993
7,279
”””””” Tizs1 . 15948
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.8.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Derbyshire)
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The Lichfield Record Office electronic index is work in progress, and new documents are
constantly being added. When I received the index, in March 2015, documents dated from 1640
to 1770 had been indexed, as is also clear from the figure below. The datasets for the counties of

Staffordshire, Shropshire, and Warwickshire are also largely derived from this index.
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Figure A.8.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Derbyshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage in the fully-covered period was around twenty per cent, as the table below

shows.

Table A.8.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence
(Derbyshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 4% 20% 20% 15% 0%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in the Consistory Court of the Diocese of Lichfield and in
four peculiar courts, as depicted in the map below. Probate documents from all of these courts
are included in the probate dataset. The vast majority (eighty-five per cent) of the documents
were proved in the Consistory Court. Although the male occupational structure of the

Consistory Court area was somewhat different (i.e. less agricultural) than that of the peculiar
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courts, the relatively small population share of these minor courts mean that potential over- or
underrepresentation of the minor courts in the dataset would have had a negligible (i.e. less than
one percentage point) effect on the overall male occupational structure of the county, as model
calculations show.

1 Peculiar of the Dean and Chapter of Lichfield
2 Peculiar of Hartington

3 Peculiar of Sawley

4 Peculiar of Burton upon Trent

In dataset

- No data

Map A.8.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Derbyshire)
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A.9 Devon

A.9.1 Parish register data

Table A.9.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Devon)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1703 1744 1783 1817
ARU coverage’ 3% 0% 1% 100%
Observations’ 1,191 277 655 104,067

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.9.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by the Devon Wills Project.! The dataset yielded approximately 39,000

relevant occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

304,654

37,361

51,499
142,004
7777777777 | 24,706
,,,,,,,,,, —— 39330
9,754

All data Outside Women Suspected No occupation  Titled, capital Relevant

period duplicates listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.9.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Devon)

1 am grateful to the Devon Family History Society, the Devon Heritage Centre, GENUKI/Devon, and
the Plymouth and West Devon Record Offices for creating this dataset, and making it available to me,
with special thanks to Richard Grylls and Brian Randell.
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Because most of the Devonshire probate documents were stored at Exeter, and destroyed in the
Exeter Blitz, the Devon index of wills does not provide the same quality of coverage as indexes
to probate documents at other counties. The original index contained many duplicates — which
were removed — and documents from the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) are heavily
overrepresented. This, unavoidably, negatively affects the quality of the Devonshire

occupational structure estimates.

The index provided reasonable coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time period. The high number
of observations during the Interregnum is a result of the index’s over-dependence on PCC data,

as discussed above.
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Figure A.9.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Devon)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated

that probate coverage varied between four and nine per cent.

Table A.9.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary evidence

(Devon)
1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 7% 5% 4% 5% 9%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.
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Devonshire probate documents were proved at three archdeaconry and nine peculiar courts, all
of which are represented in the dataset. An analysis of early-nineteenth-century parish register
data indicates that area under jurisdiction of the Archdeaconry Court of Totness represents
slightly less than half of the contemporary population, with the nine peculiar courts representing
only twelve per cent. The occupational compositions of the male populations covered by the
three main courts were largely similar, and it is therefore not surprising that model calculations
show that potential over- or underrepresentation of any of the courts in the dataset would have
had a limited (i.e. less than two percentage points) effect on the overall male occupational

structure of the county.

& In dataset
No data

Archdeaconry of
Barnstable

Archdeaconry of
Totnes

Map A.9.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Devon)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above

1 Peculiar of the Dean of Exeter

2 Peculiar of the Bishop of Exeter

3 Peculiar of the Court of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter

4 Peculiar of the Manor of Templeton

5 Peculiar of the Prebend of Uffculme

6 Peculiar of the Court of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter

7 Archdeaconry of Cornwall

8 Peculiar of the Custos and College of Vicars Choral in Exeter
9 Peculiar of the Manor of Cockington
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A.10 Dorset

A.10.1 Parish register data

Table A.10.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Dorset)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1702 - - 1817
ARU coveragel 2% - - 100%
Observations’ 592 - - 32,689

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.10.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index created and made
available by the Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre — for which | would like to express my
gratitude. For Dorset, this index only contains documents which were proved at the peculiar
courts which fell under the higher ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Consistory Court of
Salisbury. Although a printed index to probate documents proved at the Archdeaconry Court of
Dorset exists, this does not list occupations. The index to the Salisbury peculiars yielded
approximately 4,500 relevant occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

11,790
1,067
2,382
3,620
4,436
************ T8 1. ...
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.10.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Dorset)
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These occupational observations provided limited but fairly even coverage for the whole 1600-

1850 time period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows.

700 -

600 -

2 No (meaningful) occupation
O With meaningful occupation

500 -

400 || |

300 i

200 |

100 -

Probate records of male decedents, per decade

I

g
) I

==

I

I

-
|

1730s ::I:“ff]
l740s [ T

o
16205 | I
1660s |

16005
1610s |
1630s
1640s |
16505 [J;
1670s
1680s
1690s
1700s |
1710s |
1720s
750s
760s
1770s |

—

f Period of adequate probate coverage

1780s 1.

1790s

1800s [T
1820s [17
1830s [
1840s [T

1810s

Figure A.10.2. The number of male occupational observations

per decade (Dorset)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated

that probate coverage varied from two to four per cent over the period, as the table below

shows.

Table A.10.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary

evidence (Dorset)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820

Coverage 3% 3% 4% 2%

2%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources

and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Most Dorset probate documents were proved at the Archdeaconry Court for the county. As

discussed above, these are not included in the dataset. Of the fifteen peculiar courts, eight were

Salisbury peculiars. These are contained in the index, as depicted in the map below. One

additional peculiar court (Gillingham) was found to be partially covered by the Wiltshire and

Hampshire indexes. The covered peculiars represent only about twenty per cent of the

contemporary population of the county. An analysis of the early-nineteenth-century parish

register data shows that the occupational structure of the covered courts was not too dissimilar
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from the rest of the county. Nevertheless, this same analysis shows that an occupational

structure estimate based on the covered peculiar courts probably underestimates the primary

sector by circa four percentage points, and overestimates the secondary sector by the same

figure.

- In dataset

I Patially covered

Mo data

Archdeaconry of

Map A.10.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the

testamentary dataset (Dorset)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above

1 Peculiar of Gillingham
2 Peciliar of the Dean of Salisbury
3 Peculiar of the Dean and Chapter of Salisbury
4 Peculiar of the Prebend of Yetminster
5 Peculiar of the Prebend of Lyme Regis and Halstock
6 Peculiar of Milton Abbas
7 Peculiar of Wimborne Minster
8 Diocese of Exeter
9 Peculiar of Sturminster Marshall
10 Peculiar of the Manor of Frampton
11 Peculiar of Great Canford and Poole
12 Peculiar of Burton Bradstock
13 Peculiar of the Prebend of Fordington and Writhlington
14 Peculiar of Corfe Castle
15 Peculiar of the Prebend of Preston and Sutton Poyntz
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A.11 Durham and Northumberland

A.11.1 Parish register data

Table A.11.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Durham and Northumberland)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1717 1760 1791 1817
ARU coverage’ 5% 6% 12% 100%
Observations’ 5,368 8,318 24,005 84,576

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.11.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created and made available by the Durham University Library's North East
Inheritance project — for which | would like to express my gratitude. Since different probate
documents for the same decedent were listed on separate lines, the original index contained
many duplicates, which were removed. The dataset yielded approximately 35,500 relevant
occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

135,169
””””” (54131 _________
25,885
38,223
21,988

””””” [s077] 35582

All data Outside Women Suspected No occupation  Titled, capital Relevant
period duplicates listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.11.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Durham and
Northumberland)
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These occupational observations provided reasonable coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time
period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows, but it is clear

that coverage improves after 1660.
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Figure A.11.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Durham and
Northumberland)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in these two counties, it can be
calculated that probate coverage increased from four per cent at the beginning of the period to

eleven per cent at the end, as the table below shows.

Table A.11.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Durham and Northumberland)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 4% 7% 6% 10% 11%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Probate documents in these counties were proved at the Consistory Court of Durham Diocese
and at two peculiars courts, as depicted in the map below. The peculiar court documents are not
included in the dataset. However, an analysis of early-nineteenth-century parish register data
indicates that the Consistory Court represented over ninety per cent of the population and it is

therefore not surprising that model calculations show that the absence of probate data from the
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peculiar courts has a negligible (i.e. less than one percentage point) effect on the accuracy of the

overall male occupational structure of the two counties.

In dataset

Il No data

1 Peculiar of Hexham and Hexhamshire
2 Peculiar of the Prebend of Thockrington

Map A.11.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Durham and Northumberland)
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A.12 Essex

A.12.1 Parish register data

Table A.12.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Essex)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1710 1752 1778 1817
ARU coverage’ 0% 1% 1% 100%
Observations’ 872 1,173 757 64,633

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.12.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created and made available by the Essex Record Office — for which 1 would like to
express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 34,500 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

63676
9,363
11,000
”””””” T23291. ... 34585
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.12.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Essex)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time
period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows, but it is clear

that coverage gradually declines over time.
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Figure A.12.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Essex)

This is also clear from the table below: based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over
time in this county, it can be calculated that probate coverage declined from fifteen per cent to

seven per cent over the period.

Table A.12.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Essex)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 15% 12% 10% 9% %

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

The probate documents were proved in four major and six smaller probate courts, as depicted in
the map below. With the exception of two minor courts, which together represent fewer than ten
per cent of the contemporary population, all probate courts are included in the dataset. Model
calculations using early-nineteenth-century parish register data show that potential over- or

underrepresentation of some of these courts, as well as the absence of data from the two missing
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minor courts, cannot have more than a negligible (i.e. less than one percentage point) effect on

the accuracy of the overall male occupational structure estimate.

In dataset (via consistory court)

- No data

Map A.12.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Essex)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above
1 Peculiar of the Dean and Chapter of St Paul's

2 Peculiar of Deanery of Bocking

3 Peculiar of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster
4 Peculiar of the Liberty of the Sokens

5 Peculiar of Writtle with Roxwell

6 Commissary of the Bishop of London
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A.13 Gloucestershire

A.13.1 Parish register data

Table A.13.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Gloucestershire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1703 1767 - 1817
ARU coverage’ 9% 1% - 100%
Observations’ 2,973 341 - 73,823

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.13.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created and made available by the Gloucestershire Archives — for which | would
like to express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 30,000 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

Gloucestershire
69478
9,658
13,552
13,812
———————————— ] 29,885
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.13.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Gloucestershire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for most of the 1600-1850 time
period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as well as three decades at the end of

the eighteenth century, as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.13.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade
(Gloucestershire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from five per cent around the turn of the nineteenth century, to
twelve per cent in the early seventeenth century, as the table below shows. It should be noted
that the 1780-1820 figures are depressed as a result of the ‘missing decades’ discussed above,

with early-nineteenth-century coverage actually around ten per cent of male decedents.

Table A.13.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Gloucestershire, excluding Bristol Diocese)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820

Coverage 12% 11% 14% 8% 5%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Gloucestershire probate documents were proved at two consistory courts, namely those of
Gloucester and Bristol, and at three peculiar courts. The peculiar of Bidburry and the Bristol

records are not included in the index, as indicated in the map below. Although a printed index to
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Bristol Consistory wills exists, this does not include occupations. Estimates for Gloucestershire
in this dissertation therefore explicitly exclude Bristol and its surroundings. For the remaining
part of the county, the area covered by the index represents circa ninety-seven per cent of the
contemporary population and, therefore, a reliable basis for accurate occupational estimates.

In dataset

- No data

1 Peculiar of Bishop's Cleeve
2 Peculiar of Withington

3 Peculiar of Bibury

4 Diocese of Bristol

Map A.13.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Gloucestershire)

277



Appendix A

278



Appendix A

A.14 Hampshire

A.14.1 Parish register data

Table A.14.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Hampshire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1703 1744 1777 1817
ARU coverage’ 6% 1% 2% 100%
Observations’ 1,580 264 727 71,158

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.14.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created and made available by the Hampshire Record Office — for which | would
like to express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 48,000 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

94629
11,814
13,832
17,518
”””””” T3156 ] .. 48,350
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.14.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Hampshire)

These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time

period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows.
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Figure A.14.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Hampshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from twelve per cent around the turn of the nineteenth century, to

twenty-one per cent in the 1740-80 period.

Table A.14.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Hampshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 14% 16% 18% 21% 12%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Hampshire probate documents were proved at the Court of the Bishop and Archdeaconry of
Winchester and no fewer than forty-five peculiar courts which, as depicted in the map below,
are all included in the probate dataset. Despite their number, the area covered by the peculiar
courts represented only slightly more than twenty per cent of the population. Since, as an
analysis of early-nineteenth-century parish register data shows, the occupational structures of
the parts of the county covered by the main court and the (combined) peculiar courts were fairly
similar, it is unsurprising that model calculations indicate that the accuracy of the overall male
occupational structure is insensitive to potential under- or overrepresentations of any of these

courts.
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In dataset

- No data

45

Map A.14.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Hampshire)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above

1 Peculiar of East Woodhay 24 Peculiar of West Meon
2 Peculiar of Burghclere 25 Peculiar of Morestead
3 Peculiar of Highclere 26 Peculiar of Twyford
4 Peculiar of Baughurst 27 Peculiar of Compton
5 Peculiar of Overton 28 Peculiar of Warnford
6 Peculiar of East Meon 29 Peculiar of Upham
7 Peculiar of Hannington 30 Peculiar of Exton
8 Peculiar of Hurstbourne Priors 31 Peculiar of North Baddesley
9 Peculiar of Whitchurch 32 Peculiar of South Stoneham
10 Peculiar of North Waltham 33 Peculiar of Bishops Waltham
11 Peculiar of Binstead 34 Peculiar of Meonstoke
12 Peculiar of Wonston 35 Peculiar of Bishopstoke
13 Peculiar of Crawley 36 Peculiar of Hambledon
14 Peculiar of Chilbolton 37 Peculiar of Droxford
15 Peculiar of Old Alresford 38 Peculiar of Ringwood
16 Peculiar of Houghton 39 Peculiar of Havant
17 Peculiar of Littleton 40 Peculiar of Fareham
18 Peculiar of Easton 41 Peculiar of Fawley
19 Peculiar of Ovington 42 Peculiar of Alverstoke
20 Peculiar of Cheriton 43 Peculiar of Holdenhurst
21 Peculiar of Winnall 44 Peculiar of Calbourne
22 Peculiar of Hursley 45 Peculiar of Brighstone

23 Peculiar of Chilcombe

281



Appendix A

282



Appendix A

A.15 Herefordshire

A.15.1 Parish register data

Table A.15.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Herefordshire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1705 - - 1817
ARU coveragel 11% - - 100%
Observations’ 2,361 - - 22,322

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.15.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, made available to me by lan Galbraith of Origins.net — for which I would like to
express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 6,200 relevant occupational
observations, as set out in the figure below. A small number of observations, in an area of
Herefordshire covered by the Archdeaconry Court of Brecon, stem from the index to Welsh
probate documents.?

19,479
5233
2,853
4,419
———————————— =7 6218
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.15.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Herefordshire)

2 See the section of north and south Wales for a discussion of this index.
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These occupational observations provided reasonable coverage up to 1700, with the (expected)
exception of the Interregnum. An eighteenth- and nineteenth-century index also exists, hosted
online by Herefordshire Archive and Records and containing over 45,000 entries, but this does

not list occupations.
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Figure A.15.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade
(Herefordshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage during the seventeenth century increased from nine per cent in the first

half to seventeen per cent in the second half of the century, as the table below shows.

Table A.15.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Herefordshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820

Coverage 9% 17% 1% 1% 1%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

As depicted in the map below, Herefordshire probate documents were proved mainly in the
Consistory Court of the Diocese of Hereford, but circa twenty per cent of the county’s

population was covered by five smaller courts, only one of which, the aforementioned
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Archdeaconry Court of Brecon, is included in the dataset. Based on an analysis of early-
nineteenth-century parish register data, it appears likely however, that the lack of data from the
missing court only reduces the accuracy of the overall county estimates by, at most, two

percentage points.

In dataset

I Mo data

Map A.15.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Herefordshire)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above

1 Peculiar of Little Hereford and Ashford Carbonell
2 Deanery of Hereford

3 Peculiar of Moreton Magna

4 Archdeaconry of Brecon

5 Peculiar of Upper Bullingham

285



Appendix A

286



Appendix A

A.16 Hertfordshire

A.16.1 Parish register data

Table A.16.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Hertfordshire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1707 1746 1775 1817
ARU coverage' 9% 5% 4% 100%
Observations’ 1,967 1,295 1,244 29,203

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.16.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created by the Hertfordshire Record Office and hosted online at Origins.net. The

dataset yielded approximately 15,500 relevant occupational observations, as set out in the figure

below.
28316
1817 |
5,467
4,717
———————————— 7z 15602
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.16.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Hertfordshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage for the whole 1600-1850 time
period, with the (obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows, but it is clear

that coverage for the seventeenth- and early eighteenth century is superior to later decades.
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Figure A.16.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade
(Hertfordshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage declined from sixteen to six per cent over the period, as the table below

shows.

Table A.16.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Hertfordshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 16% 14% 14% 10% 6%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Hertfordshire probate documents were proved in a complex mix of three archdeaconry and two
minor ecclesiastical courts, as depicted in the map below. With the exception of the Court of the
Commissary of the Bishop of London, all courts are included in the probate dataset. An analysis
of early-nineteenth-century parish register documents shows that the male occupational

structures of the populations covered by the several courts were very similar, and it is therefore
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unsurprising that model calculations indicate that potential over- or underrepresentation of one

or several of these courts in the dataset would have a negligible (i.e. less than one percentage
point) effect on the overall estimate.

QP Archdeaconry of Middlesex
QP Archdeaconry of Huntingdon Il Mo data
QP Archdeaconry of St Albans

1  Peculiar of the Dean and Chapter
of St Paul's

2  Commissary of the Bishop of
London

In dataset

Map A.16.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Hertfordshire)
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A.17 Huntingdonshire

A.17.1 Parish register data

Table A.17.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Huntingdonshire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1715 - - 1817
ARU coverage1 18% - - 100%
Observations’ 1,145 - - 10,999

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.17.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created and made available by Huntingdonshire Archives — for which | would like
to express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 6,500 relevant occupational

observations, as set out in the figure below.

om0
26
2,249
1,561
777777777777 465 | 6459
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.17.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset
(Huntingdonshire)
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These occupational observations provided adequate coverage from 1660, with numbers

declining during the eighteenth century, as shown in the figure below.

800 -

=

[+

g 700 — - -

3 2 No (meaningful) occupation

3 o . . .

2 600 - | With meaningful occupation

a ‘

= L L

g 500 3

(8] '

D ! -

° -

o 400 - Lo 1

< . i ‘ .

S - P i

s o P

o 300 - P i - ==

(%2} . ' [t R

° : e i

1) S

§ 200 -

2

©

2 100

S

[a
(%] (%] (72} (72} (72} (72} (72} (%] (%] (%] (%} [ %2 [ %2 [ %2 [ %2 [ %2 w w w w [ %2 [ %2 [ %2 [ %2 [ %2
O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O O o o o o o
O d N M < 1D © I 0 O ©O 4 AN M I 1D © ™~ 00 OO0 O 4 NN M <
© © © © ©W © © © © O© P~ P~ M~ M~ M~ DM~ DM MMM O O 0 O
L T e I B B B B B B I B B I e T T e T e B e T B B B o |

f—————— Period of adequate probatecoveragg ———

Figure A.17.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade
(Huntingdonshire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from ten per cent around the turn of the nineteenth century, to

nineteen per cent in the early eighteenth century, as the table below shows.

Table A.17.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Huntingdonshire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 0% 15% 19% 14% 10%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Huntingdonshire probate documents were proved in the Archdeaconry Court and in four
peculiar courts, as indicated in the map below. The population covered by peculiar courts is
underrepresented in the dataset, but made up only eight per cent of the total Huntingdonshire
population. Furthermore, model calculations on early-nineteenth-century parish register data
show that the occupational structure in the area covered by the Archdeaconry Court was
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virtually identical to that in the (combined) peculiar courts, minimising the effects of the

underrepresentation of these courts in the dataset.

1 g
I

In dataset

- Partially covered

- No data

Map A.17.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Huntingdonshire)

Legend to the minor probate courts in the map above
1 Peculiar of the Prebend of Leighton Bromswold

2 Peculiar of the Prebend of Stow Longa

3 Peculiar of Brampton

4 Peculiar of Buckden
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A.18 Kent

A.18.1 Parish register data

Table A.18.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Kent)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1703 1744 1788 1817
ARU coverage' 9% 0% 0% 100%
Observations’ 6,881 75 308 108,612

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.18.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to local probate
documents, created and made available by the Kent History and Library Centre — for which |
would like to express my gratitude. The dataset yielded approximately 25,000 relevant

occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

79,285
13,940
11,454
27,574
,,,,,,,,,,,, 24,600
! 1 'I 71 _
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.18.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Kent)
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Except for the Interregnum, these occupational observations provided reasonable coverage for

the period up to 1760, with minimal coverage thereafter.
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Figure A.18.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Kent)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage varied from as low as one per cent around the turn of the nineteenth

century, to sixteen per cent in the late seventeenth century, as the table below shows.

Table A.18.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Kent)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 5% 16% 12% 1% 1%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

As depicted in the map below, Kent probate documents were proved in the consistory courts of
Canterbury and Rochester, and in two peculiar courts, one of which, that of the Deanery of
Shoreham, is not included in the dataset. However, this missing court represents only eight per
cent of the contemporary population, and therefore only minimally affects the accuracy of the
overall occupational estimates for the county. Model calculations using early-nineteenth-century

parish register data also show that potential over- or underrepresentation of the other courts in
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the dataset would only have a small (i.e. less than two percentage points) effect on the overall

estimate.

In dataset

- No data

1 Peculiar of Cliffe
2 Peculiar of the Deanery of Shoreham

Map A.18.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coverage in the
testamentary dataset (Kent)
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A.19 Lancashire

A.19.1 Parish register data

Table A.19.1. Parish register coverage by time period (Lancashire)

Period Early 9th Mid 9th Late 9th Early 10th
century century century century
Mid year 1723 1753 1784 1817
ARU coverage’ 35% 22% 25% 100%
Observations” 17,581 22,076 40,852 219,331

1 Share of 913-11 Anglican Registration Units reliably covered in this period
2 Upwardly adjusted to an eight-year period where fewer than eight years of data collected

A.19.2 Probate data

The probate data for this county are derived from an electronic index to probate documents
south of the Ribble, derived from several printed indexes published by the Record Society of
Lancashire and Cheshire, and combined with the Lancashire listings from the index to wills
proved at Richmond, created by Lancashire Archives.® The dataset yielded approximately
85,500 relevant occupational observations, as set out in the figure below.

159,999
8224 | ...
32,981
26,071
”””””” T72521 85470
All data Outside Women No occupation Titled, capital Relevant
period listed owners, etc. observations

Figure A.19.1. The number of observations in the testamentary dataset (Lancashire)

3 Volumes 2, 4, 15, 18, 20, 22, 25, 37, 38, 44, 45, 52, 62, 63, 78, 79, 107 113, 118, and 120 of the Record
Society series. For the Richmond index, see the discussion in the Cumberland section.
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These occupational observations provided reasonable coverage from about 1630, with the
(obvious) exception of the Interregnum as the figure below shows, with the number of

observations rising over time.
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Figure A.19.2. The number of male occupational observations per decade (Lancashire)

Based on estimated numbers of adult male deaths over time in this county, it can be calculated
that probate coverage increased from just three per cent in the early seventeenth century, to

sixteen per cent in the second half of the eighteenth century.

Table A.19.2. Approximate share of adult male decedents leaving testamentary
evidence (Lancashire)

1600-1650 1660-1700 1700-1740 1740-1780 1780-1820
Coverage 3% 11% 15% 16% 15%

Notes: These percentages provide a measure of the total share of men leaving a will or other probate
document, so include men for which these documents do not provide a (useful) occupation. For sources
and the method of calculation, see Table 2 in the main text.

Lancashire probate documents were proved mainly at the Consistory Court of the Diocese of
Chester and at the Archdeaconry Court of Richmond, complemented by two peculiar courts and
the York Consistory Court. With the exception of the latter court, all are included in the dataset.
The occupational structure in the areas covered by the two main courts differed greatly. To
avoid over- or underrepresentation of any of these courts in the dataset negatively affecting the

reliability of the occupational estimates for the county, calculations were made separately for
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both each of the two main courts. These were sulesgly recombined into county-wide

estimates, weighted by their contemporary popufatintals.

Map A.19.1. Probate jurisdictions and their coveragthe
testamentary dataset (Lancashire)
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