
Transcription of M.R. James’s unpublished description  
Cambridge, University Library, MS Ii.2.1 

 
Title:   Prisciani Grammatica 
 
Secundo folio:  4f. invicem 
   
Language:  Latin 
 
Material:  vellum 
 
Measurements:  14 x 10½ ins. 
 
Collation:  difficult. a2 18…  
   of the last quire 1-7 are cut out 
 

[H.L. Pink: 2 flyleaves 112 2-48 510 (4,8 cancelled) 6-88 910 (4,8 cancelled) 
10-138 1410 158 (3, 7 canc.)1610 (4,8 cancelled) 17-188 1910 (4,8 cancelled) 
208 218 (wants 1-7) and the rest lost] 

 
Number of leaves:  167 [H.L. Pink: 167-173 and all after 174 lost] 
 
Columns:  single 
 
Lines to a page:  42 
 
Date:   XII early 
 
Handwriting:  exquisite minuscule , inclined to be pointed 

occaionally trespasses into a larger script 
which approaches the Christ Church hand 
[H.L. Pink: vide the marginal note on f.38b] 

 
Binding:  black leather 
 
James 103 H.γ.5  93 (on foreedge) 5 on flyleaf 6.6.12 
   
Contents: At top of f.3 in green ink (XIII) Priscianus magnus 
  On R In maiori. On margin of 126a is the same  

script. priscianus in maiori expl. and on 127 at 
top Priscianus in Minori inc. 
The book is singularly free from scribbles & I cannot find clear 
evidence of provenance. Something like the Christ Church  
Canterbury hand appears on f.4, 11 etc. 
There are beautifully written side notes headed by signs 
-Greek letters etc. referring to the text, which signs remind 
me of the marks used at Canterbury for pressmarks 
in the early period. But I am doubtful. 

 
f.1a blank: on 2a well written, some grammatical verses: 
rubr. quod S. litera inter duas uocales posita non plenum 
habeat sonum etc. 
Inter uocales s. leviter exit ab ore 
Dicis at ausonia desudo resurgo legendo etc 
2b blank 
 
Prohemium (red & blue) [Hoc totum in isto loco omnino deest in Priciano 
archiepiscopi usque ad breviter regulas.] 
Inc. Prisciani de orthographia. iuliano consuli ac    3 
Patricio Priscianus salutem (red & green caps.) 



Cum omnis eloquentie  -inuenire 
Initial in blue, scarlet & green 
Capitula decem et octo librorum  
Primus liber continet de uoce      3b 
Inc. ars Prisciani gramatici cesariensis doctoris urbis 
Romae constantinopolitane de voce et eius speciebus. 
Philosophy diffiniunt uocem. 
Lib II.11b  on 14b the Greek alphabet 

Space for a large initial on 15 
III.19b  IV.25  V.30 
[H.L. Pink: on 38b at the end of Bk V, the marginal note: 
Hoc totum in isto loco omnino deest in Priciano archiepiscopi 
usque ad breviter regulas] 
   VI.38b  VII.50b 
VIII.64  IX.80 (handsome initial: blue, scarlet & green) 
X.88  XI.97b (initial green, blue, scarlet)  XII.103 
XIII.107b  (initial scarlet, blue, green)  XIV.112b (similar  
initial)  XV.119  XVI.124 
On 126a colophon in blue, red & green caps 
Priciani Caesariensis grammatici uiri dissertissimi 
doctoris urbis Romae Constantinopolitane de octo partibus 
orationis liber sextus decimus expl. 
126b blank. 
Inc lib XVII Prisciani grammatici de constructione siue 
de ordinatione partium orationum inter se     127 
quoniam in ante expositis 
XVIII.147b   after 166: seven leaves are cut out 
text ends imperfect: Idem in bucolico. quo te meri 
pedes? an quo uia ducit? 
f.174 is from the de accentibus, a single leaf beginning  
nominatiui casus proferri. larinatis. mecenatis (cap. 3) 
& ending de accentibus iie (coniugationis) 
Laueo. laui. ram. ro. (cap. 4) 
The Graeca are carefully but not understandingly 
written. The book is a very fine one. 
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